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The deadly E-coli bacterium 
which last week killed five peo- 
ple in die Scottish food pois- 
oning epidemic can be spread 
by milk and apple juice as well 
as by meat, according to gov- 
ernment scientists 

The Independent has learned 
that two elderly women died 
and 12 others were struck down 
last year in a similar outbreak, 
I which was kept secret. 

Scientists have started an in- 
vestigation into the rising num- 
ber of cases of E-coli 0157 food 
poisoning. Researchers from 
the Public Health Laboratory 
Service (PHLS). part of the De- 
partment of Health, said that E- 
coli was being passed on by an 
increasing number of products, 
including milk and potatoes, 
but that the scientists bad little 
t— ferstanding of how cross- 
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contamination occurred. British 
cases of E-coli 0157 have risen 
from 53 in 1985 to 1,046 last year. 

Yesterday a Scottish hospital 
which is treating the bulk of the 
victims oflhe.laiest E-coli 
epidemic said it was swamped 
and had closed its doors to noo- 
emergency patients. 

A previous outbreak, in Sun- 
derland, Tyne and Wear, inAu- 
ai i 5 i last year, was not made 
public at the rime because the 
Government was already nymg 
to alleviate fears over the safe- 
lv »<i beef in the BSE scare. 

‘ [Vivid Tregoning. consultant 
in public-health medicine at 
Sunderland Health Authority, 
SSilui the source of the pm- 
Sninc was quickly pmpomted 
S OIK Sunderland butcher's 
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and that a quantity of cold-meat 
stock had been destroyed. 

Several victims are pursuing 
private legal actions against 
the butcher. 

He added that public health 
officials were becoming in- 
creasingly concerned at the var- 
iety of food products acting as 
a vehicle for the E-coli bac- 
terium, which was previously 
thought to be contained only in 
tinder-cooked beet “We are 
seeing a wider number of vehi- 
cles for transmission than pre- 
viously suspected,'’ he said. 

“We have seen a number of 
recent cases of cross contami- 
nation to ham and sausage. In 
the US it has been found in 
apple juice; in Sheffield it was 
in milk, and there are reports 
from Japan of it being found-in 
sprouting radishes. Just how the 
cross-contamination occurs we 
do not know ” 

The PHLS study, whkhbegan 
in May, was set up to identity the 
risk fetors of E-coli 0157, and 
the types of products that acted 
as vehicles. The research was 
ordered by the Department of 
Health after concern that there 
had been 28 major outbreaks of 
E-coli 0157 since 1992 and 17 of 
them had resulted from food- 
borne transmission. 

The bacterium had been car- 
ried by raw potatoes, milk and 
yoghurt as well as turkey-roll 
sandwiches and the minced 
beef products which were com- 
monly regarded as the likely 
source. It is also spread by con- 
tact with animals. 

Meanwhile, scientists in 
America and Canada have 
traced an outbreak of E-coJi 
0157, which struck down 45 peo- 
ple last month, to a supply of 
unpasteurised apple juice. 

' In Scotland, the Monklands 
Hospital in Airdrie, Lanark- 
shire, has taken on an extra 12 
muses to deal with 32 adults and 
one child who are being treat- 
ed in the hospital for illness 
caused by the food bug. 

The epidemic, which 1 
been linked to a butcher in 
Wishaw, Lanarkshire, has led to 
57 people - 4S adults and nine 
children - being treated in hos- 
pitals throughout Scotland. 
Nearly 1,000 people have con- 
tacted a helpline set up to deal 
with the concerns of the public. 

In Parliament yesterday, 
Michael Forsyth, the Secretary 
of State for Scotland, denied he 
had misled the Commons over 
the epidemic, and repealed his 
assertion that it had been a de- 
rision by the local authority. 
North Lanarkshire Council - 
and not the Scottish Office - not 
to release a list of food suppli- 
ers linked to the food poisoning 
until five days after it broke out 
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Kenneth Clarke yes- 
terday put a political 
armlock on No 10, blocking any 
attempt by the Prime Minister 
to jettison the Tories' wait-and- 
see policy on the European 
single currency. 

Repudiating repeated re- 
ports that John Major was 
tempted to rule out British 
participation in the first wave of 
the single currency for the life- 
time of a new Parliament, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
made it crystal clear thaL his po- 
sition would become unten- 
able if that happened. 

“I don’t believe that for one 
moment anything of that kind 
is being contemplated." he told 
BBC radio's Today' programme. 

Even the mosi diehard Con- 
servative opponents of a single 
currency conceded Iasi night 
that Mr Clarke’s words closed 
off their escape route from a sin- 
gle currency. Mr Clarke would 
6e unable to remain as Chan- 
cellor defending a “senseless" 
policy in an election campaign 
-and Mr Major would risk spht- 
ting his party wide open if he 
forced his Chancellor to resign. 

That one word from the 
Chancellor, “senseless", has 
turned private threats into a 
public ultimatum. The Gov- 
ernment's present policy on 
the single currency - that a de- 
cision will be taken when the 
precise terms of membership 
arc known - has been designed 
to keep both sides of ihe Con- 
servative Party together. 

The policy was reaffirmed by 
Mr Major during Ihe Conserv- 
ative Parts- conference in Oc- 
tober. and Michael Heseltinc. 
the deputy prime minister, said 
only on Sunday that there 
would be no change in the 
standing policy agreement. 

In spite of" that the Euro- 


Kenneth Clarke: A change of policy on the single currency would be ‘senseless' 


Photograph: David ModelllPG 


The cappuccino crisis that nearly 
sent London down the Tubes 


Barrie Clement 
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London Underground services came with- 
in a wfhisker of a shutdown by maintenance 
workers keen to protect their inalienable 
right to a cappuccino break. 

The tastes of the British worker seem to 
have moved on since the 1960s. In those 
days the working man would defend the 
right to olea break. And tea meant lea. Not 
coffee, not fruit juice andcertainly not fizzy 
water. The lea was brewed in a white enam- 
el can.. Sweet, hot. dark and barely liquid. 

Now die white cans are long gone and Ihe 

quaint habit of tea drinking is increasingly 
associated with the more senior shtroflooir 
curatives. As part of a productivity deal in 


1993. file 600 workers at London Under- 
ground’s Acton works finally relinquished 

- their twice-a-day 2ft minute tea break, lube 
management agreed that hi return they 
would m qa| machines for the free dispen- 
sation of a whole range of hoi beverages. 

The workforce turned up ns collective 
nose at the tea available from new machines 

- installed a month ago which w as regarded 
as more axle grease than Assam. Instead 
they took to the milk-based beverages some 
to hot chocolate, but most to cappuccino. 

- - Keen to save money, however, manage- 
ment withdrew the milk-based cappucano 
and hot chocolate options, leaving tea and 
ordinary coffee. London Underground 
yesterday however said it wasn L their fault. 
"Bilie management were paying 4 to 5p a 


cup. but caterers complained that milk-based 
drinks were costing them lKp to produce. 
Within days the whole plant was threatened 
with a strike by shop stewards assailed by 
colleagues itching to walk out unless th'c 
“cappuccino option" was reinstated. 

Officials from the RMT transport union 
were called to the plant last week and left 
in no doubt by their members that they 
would strike unless the “status quo" was 
re-established. Tube managers then caved 
in and cappuccino is now back on tap. 

Jimmy Knapp, the tea-drinking gener- 
al secretary of the RMT said: “I've no doubt 
that board members hove a good selection 
of teas and coffees at board meetings and 
my members deserve nothing less." 

Leading article, page 13 
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i^jpiarke puts 

a Euro 
armlock 
on Major 


sceptic Daily Telegraph yesterday 
carried a front-page report sav- 
ing that Mr Major bad the back- 
ing of 18 of 22 Cabinet members 
for an “historic policy shift in 
favour of fighting the election on 
a pledge to keep the pound". 

A senior Conservative Cen- 
tral Office source told 77ie In- 
dependent last night that he 
“did not recognise" the Tele- 
graph story. That tends to con- 
firm the widespread Whitehall 
suspicion that W Major's own 
political staff is sending out sig- 
nals in an attempt lo weaken Mr 
Clarke's will to resist. 

If that is the case, the terms 
of his Radio 4 reply should be 
enough to convince No 10 that 
it has lost the unequal struggle. 

“The Daily Telegraph is 
owned and edited tty people 
who hold extremely anti- 
European views." Mr Clarke 
said from Brussels. 

“The Prime Minister and I 
were on the platform together 
at the party conference about six 
weeks ago uniting our part)* 
around a sensible policy... The 
idea that six weeks later we are 
all talking about changing it is 
quite preposterous in my view." 

The Chancellor, who will wind 
up tonight's Budget debate in the 
Commons, yesterday braved the 
latest bout of Euro-aepticism as 
he met fellow finance ministers 
in Brussels for a meeting to dis- 
cuss rules and fines for the sin- 
gle currency, under the so-called 
“stability pact". The part, pro- 
posed by Germain-, envisages a 
system of strict fines for countries 
which over- spend after the 
launch of the Euro. 

An 1CM poll for the 
Guardian last night showed 
that Labour had increased its 
lead over the Conservatives to 
19 percentage points, putting 
Labour on 5ft per cent (up 
three points), the Tories on 3 1 
per cent (down three points), 
and the Liberal Democrats on 
15 per cent (no change). 

Euro strikes fear, page 13 
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The case for saying yes to Finnish industry 


T hat old tare John - 
Marshall, the Tory 
member for Hendon South, 
docs not have to be seduced 
by the whips to ask tame 
questions to ministers - he is 
quite happy to perform the 
act unpaid. So bis usual 
contribution to Scots or 
Welsh questions is to table a 
query such as this; “To ask the 

Secretary of State if he will 
make a statement about - . 
recent projects relating to 
inward investment m Wales”:-- 
His oral supplementary will 
invariably consist of an 
invitation to the ministe r to 
contrast the present massive 
drive by everyone in the Far 
East to set up factories in 
Whies, with the economic 
devastation likelv to follow in 
the wake of a minimum wage, 
adherence to the social 



‘Until the Welsh get 
Hollywood billing , ; 
no one is going to 
take their Assembly 
seriously. Least of 
all themselves. ’ 


chapter and a Welsh 
Assembly. 

So it was yesterday - 
though Mr Marshall managed 
a final rhetorical flourish. 
Would the minis ter “confirm 
to F innish industrialists that 
they are welcome in Wfeles, 
even if Finnish nurses are not 
welcome in Hacfcney”- 
Experienced drivers wifi tell 
you that it is possible, given . 
the state of roadworks on the 
North Circular, to take a . • 
wrong turn and end op in the 
Principality. Even so, one 
wondered where Mr 
Marshall's breezy confidence 
about the Welsh actually 
came tm m. 

By chance Lady Olga 
Maitland (Con. Sutton and 
Gheam) bad almost exactly 
die same question as Mr 
Marshall, though her 


constituency occupies a _ 
s imilar geographical position 
relative 1 o the Inner ring road 
as Mr Marshall's, save that it 
is sooth of the Thames. At 
least Robert Hughes (Con, 
Harrow West) has the name 
for it, but he wanted to ask 
about a Welsh Assembly 
which would be “a financial 
disaster for Whies”. (Having 
stood outside the Catalan * 
Assembly hi Barcelona - the 
most vibrant city in Europe - 
and seen the well-heeled 
matrons the sardanha, 

I do not quite comprehend 
the connection some MPs 
make between devolution and 
economic collapse.) 

Compared with his 
colleagues, Geoffrey Clifton- 
Brown (Cirencester and 
Tewkesbury) is positively 
Welsh. On a fine day yon can 


practically see Wales from his 
stately borne. And Geoffrey 
knows what true democracy 
is. So could he congratulate 
- the minister an taking the 
Welsh Grand Committee 
around Wales, and “actually 
bringing government closer to 
the people"? 

' Intrigued, I phoned die 
Welsh Office, where had it -- 
beea? Where was it going? ■ 
Perhaps it would be hosted in 
the castles of Wiles, from 
Kidwelly in the south to Chirk 
in the North? Hr, na It had 
met at Cardiff, would meet 
nest in London, there had ■ 
been some thoughts about 
Carmarthen, ana Rangpr 
might be nice. 

So my question is this: why 
do the Wfelsh put up with it? 
This is, after all, the nation of 
LDewellyn ap Grufydd, Owen 


Glendwyr, of the red dragon 
on the green hill, of the Men 
of Harlech. Whies has its 
burned villages, ravished 
maidens and pillaged 
churches, its heroes ami 
traitors, its-woad and pike 
rebellions. And yet Mel - 
Gibson wiD not painfully be 
shap in g the accents of Old 
North Whies around-the . 
vowels of New South Wales. - 
They won't be paddit^tbe , 
Monico cinema in Rfnwbina 
to see the forebears of Mr 
Marshall and Lady Olga 
stagger around with pieces of 
Celtic ironware protruding 
from their bodies. 

They most rectify this: For 
until the Welsh do get proper 
Hollywood billing, no one is 
going to take them and their 
Assembly seriously .Least of 
all themselves. 



A student, Helen Sutton, being inoculated yesterday at Cardiff University 


Photograph: Huw Evans 
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IT’S NOT WHAT YOU EXPECT. 



Tony Heath 
and Gfenda Cooper 


The i 

dents who died in the 
meningitis outbreak paid trib- 
ute to their daughters last night 
as William Hague, the Secretary 
of State for Wiles, told Mft that 
“allpossWe means" were being 
used to contain the outbreak. 

The deaths of Ann-Marie 
Connor, 19, a first-year law 
student of London, and Saman- 
tha Milroy, a first-year phar- 
macy student of Stockport, 
Greater Manchester, left tutors 
and feDow undergraduates at 
the Univeisity College of Whies, 
Cardiff “devastated”. 

More than 1,000 students, 
univeisity staff and via ting par- 
ents have been inoculated against 
the disease. Health officials said 


that over 90 per cent oftbeir tar- 
get figure for immunisation had 
been reached, although they 
were still trying to trace 30 or 40 
students who shared the same ac- 
commodation block as the five 
confirmed cases. 

Ms O’Connor, 19, an only 



c and was described by 
Robert Lee, head of 
Cardiff l3w school as extreme- 
ly bright and capable. "She bad . 
an outstanding future ahead of 
her,” he said. 

Her mother called her “a 
high achiever in everything she 
did”, and added: “She was pop- 
ular and had lots of friends and 
made many more at Cardiff." 

In a statement, Ms MUroy's 
parents said: “We are proud of 
our daughter and all she 
achieved in her short life. All we 


have left are many happy mem- 
ories of us together _ This is our 
and Samantha’s tragedy. There 
is no point trying to look for any 
reason in it There is none.” 

Dr Keith Brain, Ms Mflroy’s 
tutor, said: “Her death has 
been devastating news to aca- 
demic and administrative staff 
and her fellow students." 

Yesterday 32 people were 
admitted to the University of 
Wales Hospital with a variety 
of symptoms. Eight were due to 
be discharged later yesterday 
evening. None was regarded as 
having meningitis. 

Dr BID Smith, public-health 
director of the Bro Thf Health 
Authority, stressed that no new 
cases of meningococcal infection 


In another part of the hos- 
pital a 20-y ear-old male studeat, 
who has the type C meningo- 
coccal strain of the disease 
which kiBedthe two women, re- 
mained critically ill in intensive 
care. 'Bro others continued to 


had been confirmed and added 
that the cause of the outbreak 
had yet to be determined. 


Mr Hague told MPs that de- 
tailed information about the 
epidemic would only be avail- 
able when the results of med- 
ical tests were known, which 
might take several weeks. “I In- 
tend to await the report from 
the health authority on the out- 
break before deriding whether 
to undertake any further in- 
quiry,” he said. 

The students’ union was ex- 
tending its telephone hot line 
into a 24-hour service. Around 
1,700 calls had already been re- 
ceived by yesterday evening. 


Students face spectre of illness 


The shadow cast in yesterday's 
winter sunshine by the 
10-storey tower block domi- 
nating Cyncoed, one of 
Cardiff's leafiest districts, 
seemed longer than usual. For 
770 resdents of Univeisity Hafi, 
which has the tower block at its 
heart, the meningitis outbreak 
dominated student life. 

Students - there are 13,000 
in Cardiff- continued to attend 
lectures throughout the city. 
They presented a mired re- 
sponse to what they saw as a 
widespread predicament. 
Christopher Leech, a medical 
student, seemed relaxed. “Nat- 
urally, everyone is ... extremely 
worried but the authorities ap- 
pear to be acting very effi- 


ciently” be said as went to con- 
sult tus GP. “I’ve got a heavy 
cold" he said. 

John, a Gibraltarian who de- 
clined to give his surname, and 
who is studying accountancy, 
said: “Of course there was a tnt 
of panic to start with. But I feel 
confident now and I expect to 
be back cm the Rode for my 20th 
birthday on 31 December." 

The outbreak has trapped a 
number of visitors to the halL 
Alka Shah arrived on Friday 
from Keele University, where 
she is reading management 
studies. “There’s a lot of real 
stress - after all two students 
have died. I just don’t know bow 
long it will be before I can get 
to my studies," she said. 


Students at a campus about 

half a mile away said they were 
baffled, because although they 
shared facilities with students at 
University Hall they appeared 
to have received little attention. 

Nicola Kirkpatrick, a physi- 
cal-education student from 
Wrexham, North Wales, said: 
“Some of us play hockey with 
students from the hall, use the 
same changing-rooms and 
showers." 

FeDow students Annie Peth- 
erick and Lorraine Kiamtia 
concurred. Ms Kiamtia, who 
comes from Mauritius, was dis- 
missive: “Leaflets explaining 
about the illness have been left 
for us to pick up, and that’s 
about it" 


Rhodri Morgan, MP for 
Cardiff West and Labour’s 
Welsh health spokesman, said 
there were questions demand- 
ing urgent answers. Chi BBC 
Radio Wales he said: “There 
was a case five weeks ago which 
was said to be completely un- 
related to the recent ones. Can 
that really be true? It occurred 
in the same hail of residence." 

And he asked whether the 
university authorities bad made 
sufficient attempts to persuade 
students to stay put over the 
weekend. About 150 are un- 
derstood to have left for the 
weekend on Friday ni g ht. By 
early afternoon yesterday most 
had reported back and had 
been vaccinated. 


significant shorts 


Surgeon steps 
down over 
deaths inquiry 

The work of a distinguished 
heart surgeon zs being 
in vestiga ted after the trust he 
worksTor was criticised for 
having above-average 

pq*»/Uatrir cardiac deaths, it : 
was announced yesterday. . 

James Wisheart has 
voluntarily stepped down - 
from dtmical dunes arid from 
his post as medical director 
of the United Bristol . . 
Healthcare NHS Trust in '. 
order to co-operate with the 
independent review. 

The decision followed two 
years of controversy at the 
Bristol Royal Infirmary 
where Mr Wisheart was an 
infl u ential member of the 
farHiiir uni t uSIflg a 

pioneering technique to 
operate on babies. 

But the operations were 
later halted after an internal 
audit revealed higher- than- 
average number of deaths 
among cfafldren between 
1990 and 1995. 

Am internal review 
revealed friction among 
senior staff and a subsequent 
inquiry has now. decided that 
althou gh case notes show 
deaths were average, Mr 

Wishearfs performance will 
be investigated by a panel of 
experts. Louise Jurj 


Couple’s 
honeymoon of 
horror 

A couple who married after 
meeting in a mental hospital 
kidnapped and attempted to 
murder a taxi driver and then 
snatched a six-vcar-old boy m 

. a “honeymoon” of honor, a 
court heard yesterday. 

Douglas Byelong, 56. and 
bis wife Julie, 26, admitted at 
Winchester Grown Cburt the 
kidnap and attempted 
murder of Mark Slater, an 
offence of affray and the 
kidnap of the boy. ' 

Mr Justice Maniell made 
an interim hospital order 

* i ■ 


labour cap for 
Camelot 

Labour would cap Camelofs 
£lm-a-week profits from the 
National Lottery, but 
Richard Branson and his 
Virgin company are unlikely 
to win control of the lottery if 
Labour win the election. 

The millionaire 
businessman is keen to win 
the right to take over the 
running of the lotieiy with a 
non-profit-making 
consortium from the current 
organisers, Camelot, which 
has been criticised for 
makin g excessive profits. 

Labour yesterday said it 
remains committed to 
allowing a non-profit-making 
organisation to take over, but 
senior sources told The 
Jndepmdent that another . 
organisation, such as Vngjn, 
could only take over the 
contract from Camelot, if 
their costs were lower. 

As wella s a cap on profits, 
Labour would also require 
Camelot to hand the £6m a 
year interest on unclaimed 
prizes to the good causes. 
Colin Brown 


Girls given two 
years for 
manslaughter 

Tfoo schoolgirls were ordered 
to serve two years’ detention 
after admitting locking a 13- 
year-old giri to death. 

The two girls, then aged 12 
and 13, each kicked Louise 
Allen once to the head in the 
incident at a fairground in 
Corby, Northamptonshire in 
April Nottingham Crown 
Court was told. There had 
been a number of violent 
fights at the fair in the 
previous week, including one 
involving both the 
defendants. 

At an earlier hearing the 
fir, who cannot be named 
ir legal reasons, admitted 
manslaughter. 

Yesterday they stood 
impassively as Mr Justice 
Hidden told them: “It was 
wicked violence and it 
resulted in the totally 
unnecessary d eath of that 
young giri. 4 

The sentence was greeted 
with anger by Louise’s family 
and by. the police with 
“extreme disappointment”. 


ided from the 
WYnttm gham Hospital near 
Preston. Byeloog, who had 
been released into care in the 
community, will go to 
Broadmoor. 

Mr Richard Onslow, 
prosecuting, described haw. 
armed with knives, the 
couple then kidnapped and 
stabbed a taxi driver in 
Peteisfield, Hampshire, killed 
a woman's dog and 
kidnapped a terrified six year 
old bqy who had been playing 
on his bike outside a public 
house. 

Council pays 
for coining it 

A council and Europe’s 
hugest private mint yesterday 
escaped with paying costs of 
£250 after admitting breach- 
ing British coinage law by in- 
troducing a curo-style coin. 
Isle of Wight Council which 
had 12,000 tokens minted last 
year to raise funds for chari- 
ty, and Pobjoy Mint of Sut- 
ton, Surrey, were given an 
absolute discharge by a 
stipendary magistrate in 
Newport. The Treasury, said 
the tokens breached an 1812 
coinage law, because they 
displayed a £2 value. 

Eiggbids 
again for 
island 

The Hebridean island of Eigg 
was last night back up for 
sale after its owner turned 
down a bid its inhabitants. 
However, islanders said they 
would continue with their at- 
tempts to raise money and 
end what they see as years of 
misery at the hands of absen- 
tee landlords. 

The owner, Marlin Eckhard 
Mamma, a German artist, is 
asking for £2m. Another of- 
fer was also turned down and. 
the island is now back on the 
market. 

However, a statement from - 
the firm said: Mr Eck- 
hard Mamma has agreed to 
leave the island on the mar- 
ket to enable those who of- 
fered, and anybody else who 
might also wish to do so, 
more time to raise the neces- 
sary funds to meet the asking 
price of £2m." 

Drink gang , 
boss jailed 

A man described by a judge , 
as the “executive director in 
a multi-million pound ateofitii 
bootlegging operation was^ 
jailed for nve years yesterctey. 
Anthony Spencer, 38, whose 
gang was known as The - • . 
Libyans, was oonvfcted. at : 
Maidstone Crown Court of 
evading duty between Agrif 
and December 1994, during 
which about £4m worth of 
goods was brought in thioagh 
Dover. The loss to the- tax- 
payer was around £2m. ;. 
Judge David Croft, QC, ws 
told that Spencer had assets 
to cover costs totalling 

£700,000. r 
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Victim of road rage stabbed 15 times 


Charlie Bam 


Police were yesterday hunting 
a road-rage killer who inflicted 
at least 15 stab wounds on a 25- 
year-old motorist, cutting his 
throat and leaving him for dead 
in a quiet country lane in 
Worcestershire. 

Lee Harvey, ' 25, from 
Alvecbnrch, Worcestershire, 
suffered at least 15 stab wounds 
and died in front of his helpless 



riend Tracey Andrews, 28. 
le attack happened when the 
couple were driving down a de- 
serted lane in the Alvechuzch 
area late on Sunday night. 

Ms Andrews, a mother of 
one. also from Alvedrarch, wit- 
nessed the attack and suffered 
minor head injuries. She was be- 
ing comforted by her parents in 
the village last night and did not 
wish to comment. 

Detective Superintendent 


i' 


Ian Johnston, leading the hunt 
for the kiUer, said the couple 
were travelling home after a 
night out at a pub in Broms- 
grove in Mr Harvey’s white 
Ford Escort, when he over- 
took another vehicle. It ap- 
peared that the other car, 
believed to be an F-reg dark- 
coloured Ford Sierra in a tatty 
condition, overtook Mr Har- 
vey's car on the single track 
country lane and both vehicles 

V, 


ground to a halt. Mr Johnston 
said: “An altercation took place 
between the two drivers. It was 
one of those sort of rows where 
there was some finger pointing 

and gesturing. It appears the ar- 
gument was about the driving 
and linked to the overtaking ma- 
noeuvre that had occurred. 

“The driver ofthe other ve- 
hicle returned to his car and as 
he did so a passenger got out 
and approached Mr Haivey.Mr 


Harvey was on his way back to 
his car but didn’t get there." 

He added: “I would like to 
appeal to the driver of the ve- 
hicle, that if he had nothing at 
all to do with this assault, if it 
was unplanned and on the spur 
of the moment, for him to 
come forward add put the 
record straight." 

Police said the passenger 
was a white male, aged 25-26, 
around 5ft 9ins to 6rt taU, very 


» 


overweight andwearin^a^aA- 
coloured donkey jadceLThe dri- 
ver was a white male,* 10 ) 11 " 
18 or 19. with very short dare 

hair, 5ft6insio5ftSnsaB,sum. 

with a very young face- - ■ , 

The murder ls. 

lowing the death -fo lAty of 
Stephen Cameron, 21 4*** 311 
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Who’s losing the cod war? The cod 

As the British and French squabble over territory, many species are edging closer to extinction 





The endangered species 



Facing stock collapse: The c< jd is the most t hreatene d and largest of the main commftrrial * r 

‘V Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent . 

The fishing industry never feels 
festive at this time of year. It 
feels tense. For this is the sea- 
son when the European Union 
gears itself up to decide how 
much the continent's fisher- 
men can catch- in the seas 
around Britain. ' 

The process began last 
month, with scientific advice on 
the state of the stocks from a 
body called the International 
Council for the Exploration of 
the Seas (ICES). As usual the 
advice was gloomy, pointing 
out that several oi the most 
commercially important spedes 
such as cod are at a dangerously 
low level. 

The process wifi end in a 
frantic night of horse-trading m 
Brussels in just over a fortnight, 
when EU fisheries ministers 
son out the final quotas. Based 
on past experience, they will 
bow to pressure from their firii- 
ing industries and allocate larg- 
er catches to their fleets than the 
scientists say is prudent. 

And so, for another year, 
across the broad and shallow 
waters of Western Europe's 
continental shelf, fishermen 
risk a dramatic collapse in a 
species such as cod to tire point 
where it no longer turns up in 
their nets. Thai would ruin tens 
of thousands of livelihoods; 
thousands of them in Britain. , 

The industry receives this 
wanting each year. It is getting 
louder, because environmental 
groups now consider over-fish- 
ing in the North Sea a major 
issue. 

The fishermen know that 
they catch and kill many more 
fish than their quotas allow. 

Huge quantities are thrown 
back into the sea, dead, because 
they are illegally small or [he 
wrong kind; having; caught their 
quota of one species, the fish- 
ermen go for another, but find 
the first species in their nets: 

Apart from discards, there is 
substantial but completely 


unknown quantity of “black 
fish" - species which are over- 
quota or for which boats have 
no licence, which are landed in 
the dead of night at ports 
around Europe, some in Britain. 

The industry also knows 
stock collapses are a reality. It 
happened to North Sea herong 
and mackerel in the 1970s, and 
bv 1 978 an annual herring catch 
which had stood at more than 
7 ( 10,000 tons eight years earli- 
er had fallen to nothing. Her- 
rinc stocks recovered in the 
North Sea; mackerel has not- 

Yet the fishermen know their 
prev arc still out there in large 
numbers, and question the sci- 
entists’ advice. Some believe the 
experts exaggerate the threat, 
knowing that bargaining over 
the quotas will inevitably reduce 
the cuts they suggest. 

The cod is generally thought 
to be most ft risk. It does not 
reach sexual matunly until the 
aee of four, but the great ma- 

foritv in the North Sea mid 
Sent Approach^ arc caught 
then. The national fisb- 





HADDOCK: A close relative of the cod 
and just as popular, battered up and 
wrapped In newspaper, in the nation’s 
chippies. It, too, lives on the seabed 
where it eats crabs and Invertebrates. 
Smaller than cod, it reaches sexual 
maturity at three years old. It can grow 
up to 70 ems but rarely escapes trawler 
nets tor long enough to do so. 


PLAICE: Not the priciest of the flatfish, 
but the most abundant and commerciai- 
ty important. North Sea stocks have 
been declining through over-fishing, and 
are judged by scientists to be in danger 
of collapse - about 40 per cent are killed 
by fishing each year. The fish reaches 
sexual maturity at about three years, and 
in 15 years can grow to 75cm. 


HERRING: A pelagic fish, swimming 
well above the sea bed and eating 
plankton. Grows to about 40cm in 10 
years. Beloved by the British as kippers, 
hundreds of thousands of tonnes are 
caught each year in the North Sea to be 
made into oils and animal feeds. Stock 
collapsed spectacularly in the 1970s, 
and is in danger of doing so again. 



MACKEREL: Another oily, pelagic fish 
which grows slightly larger than the 
herring. Huge quantities are caught for 
in an “Industrial fishery" and processed 
in factories for oil and animal feed. 
Stocks in the North Sea collapsed in the 
1970s and never recovered, but the 
quantities taken from waters further out 
to the west are rising. 


cries scientists gathered under 
ICES say the number of mature 
cod - die adults which must 
breed to produce future gen- 
erations - is just over half the 
“minimum biological acceptable 
level” — below which the risk of 
stock collapse starts to escalate. 

■ “The stock is considered to 
be outside s afe b iological Em- 
its,” says the ICES report. It rec- 
ommends a 20 per cent cut in 
catches, which it judges would 
have a 95 per cent chance of 
bringing cod stocks back to a 
healthy level within a few years. 

S out that such a cut 
to be achieved sho- 
eing the cod quota, 
anse large numbers of the 


threatened fish are caught by 
trawl ermen pursuing “mixed 
roundfish” - mainly a mixture 
of haddock and whiting. 

Stocks of North Sea haddock 
are also judged to be below the 
“minimum tnoiogicaJ acceptable 
level”, and so are several oth- 
er species. They include the 
North Sea herring, which is 
once again in danger, having re- 
covered from its spectacular col- 
lapse in the 1970s. 

Ideally, what is needed for all 
these threatened stocks is a se- 
rious, -sustained laying-off of 
fishing. That would allow the 
cumber of breeding adults to re- 
rover to a level where more fish 
could probably be caught each 


year than are taken now. 

EU governments seem high- 
ly unlikely to come up with the 
massive sums in compensation 
which fishermen would demand 
m return. And so the danger 
and the depletion continue. 

Like his colleagues from oth- 
er nations, the UK fisheries min- 
ister. Tony Baldry, is under 
pressure to reject any trig quota 
cuts. “The Government wu] be 
particularly concerned whenev- 
er possible to avoid excessive 
year-on-year changes in quotas 
monte to arokimmeassaiydis- 
location in the fishing industry," 
he said. But a coDapse, if it comes, 
wouklbetbeultirmiecfislocation 
for fish andman alike. 
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the largest of the committed 
mutual societies, raised its rate 
from only 6.74 per cent to 6.99 
per cent and was only catching 
up with the market 

AJbbev National was already 
one of the dearer lenders and 
its decision to increase rates for 
the first time in two years breaks 
new ground. 

. Officially the marker leader, 
flic Halifax Building Society, 
says it will wait unl ^ nejtt 

mating of the OiMceUcr and 

the Governor of the Bank of 
England onll December,vrfieo 
they discuss base rates, before 
deciding whether to raise its 

rates, and by how much, 

".•But *e Abbey NationaTs 
decision is already putting pres- 


sure on the smaller societies. 
The Coventry Building Society 
yesterday increased its privilege 
rate for established borrowers 
to 650 per cent and its standard 
variable rate for new and recent 
borrowers to 755 per cent, 
both increases of 056 per cent 
effective from 1 January. 

Soane lenders are already 
anticipating ~a further rise in 
base rates from 6 per cent to 
6-25 per cent next week. North- 
ern Rock yesterday rased its 
privilege rate for established 
borrowers to 6.99 per cent and 
its Standard rale to 7.49 per cent 
with effect from 1 January. 
Both rates are going up by 05 
per cen t, . . 

■ Mortgage rates are being in- 


m 


creased to pay for increased 
payments to savers. But lenders 
are deferring a decision on 
how much more to offer savers. 

The Abbey National expects 
to announce new savings rates 
this week but has already said 
increases will range from 0.05 
per cent to 0.25 . per cent. 
Coventry Bunding. Society will 
review rates fbr.savers later this 
month and Northern Rode will 
ummuna new savings rates on 
13 December, ■ 

Demand forfafid rate mort- 
gages has trebled In the past 
month, and many of the more 
atu a ctive offers are being with- 
drawn. Bristol & West withdrew 
i^cut-price rale of 4.74 per cent 
fixed for two years last week. 

... . £ 


t. Since a peak of more than 300,000 tonnes in 1992, the North Sea catch has fallen to one-third of that level 

Little armada sails in for 
the battle of Guernsey 


Philip Jeune 


Tfen French fishing boats defied 
a British ban yesterday and en- 
tered a restricted area of Chan- 
nel Island waters. 

Sea Fisheries inspectors from 
Guernsey took the details of the 
boats, one of which was fishing, 
but no arrests were made. 

The fishermen, from the 
Normandy port of Granville, 
were accompanied by a naval 
helicopter and a coast guard ves- 
sel, the Coriandre, which has ap- 
parently been ordered to 
intervene should any attempts 
be made to arrest the fishermen. 

No Royal Navy patrol vessels 
were in the area. The only of- 
ficial British presence was in- 
spector Stephen Qzarme and his 
colleagues in a chartered mo- 
torboat and a small inflatable. 

The French fishermen are fu- 
rious at Guernsey’s decision to 
abandon a two-year-old agree- 
ment that permitted them to fish 
the area known as the Sark Bax 
, and another area, the Haricot 

Guernsey withdrew from the 
agreement at midnight on Sat- 
urday but a shortage of diesel 
fuel due to the strike by French 


North Sea fish stocks 
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lorry drivers, and 30-knot winds 
prevented the fishermen from 
making their protest until yes- 
terday lunchtime. By then" the 
winds had eased and die boats 
set sail for the Sark Box. which 
is to the south of Guernsey, ar- 
riving at around 2pm. 

Although it is not thought 
likely that the British authori- 
ties will arrest the fishermen, 
Guernsey councillor Ron Le 
Moignan issued a strong warn- 
ing on Sunday, promising to 


“fight a guerrilla war with 
them". By yesterday the official 
Guernsey line had moderated, 
a diplomatic solution to the dis- 
agreement being considered 
more appropriate than con- 
frontation. The Foreign Office 
is taking the same moderate 
line, seeking talks with the Min- 
istry of Agriculture and Fish- 
eries in Paris. 

“We have urged the French 
fishermen to show restraint," 
said a Foreign Office spokes- 


man. “We arc anxious that 
there should be talks us soon as 
possible to everyone's mutual 
agreement." 

The French ministry, how- 
ever, maintains that its fisher- 
men have historic rights to 
enter the two areas under an 
agreement drawn up in 1839. 

The fishing rights to the lu- 
crative Channel Island waters 
have been disputed hv the French 
for some years. In 1993 Mr 
Ozanne and fellow Sea Fisheries 
officer Ben Remfrey were kid- 
napped by the crew of a French 
fishing boat which they had 
boarded and taken to Carteret. 

They were immediately re- 
turned to Guernsey by the 
French police hut the following 
day 39 French boats blockaded 
the entrance to St Peter Port, 
their crews demanding talks 
with the Guernsey authorities. 

Several French fishermen 
have been heavily fined for ille- 
gal fishing in the waters but this 
seems to have done little to de- 
ter them. One. wbo was fined last 
year, said on French television: 
“If they attempt to arrest me 
they’ll have to sank me before I 
will go hack to St Peter Pent." 
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SMOKING CAUSES HEART DISEASE 

Chief Medical Officers’ Warning 
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Independent’s story over first Aids victim prove 

Char,e ^f£ thlU ’ there is only a 3 percent chance The Independent, which re- at Oxford Uruvenaty^i suggest 

ScenceEdtor XteMtyteisv^MKihe j A • J _ veaJed m^refa 1995 that teo S they s 


Independent experts have cast 
serious doubt on su gg estions 
that pure accident caused the re- 
sults which led a team of Man- 
chester researchers . to 
mistakenly claim . that the 
world's first Aids patient died 
in 1059. 

Following an investigation 
by The Independent, which first 
revealed doubts about the re- 
search. the experts - who in- 
clude an Oxford professor -say 


there is only a 3 per cent chance 
the faulty tests which led to the 
claims arose through bad luck. 

In 1990, a team of scientists 
at Manchester University found 
FOY the vims that causes Aids, 
during retrospective analysis 
of tissue samples from David 
Carr, a 25-year-old apprentice 
printer who died of a mysteri- 
ous illness in 1959. None were 
found in “control” samples 
from another person who died 
at the same time. 

This led them to make the 
world-famous claim in the med- 


World’s first Aids 
case was false 


How The Independent reported the story hi March 1995 


teal journal. The Lancet , that 
July that Mr Carr was the 
“world’s first confirmed case of 
Aids". Based on this, a number 
of scientists theorised that Aids 


was an ancient disease, rather 
than a new one which had 
arisen in the past few decades- 
But the Manchester claim 
was subsequently exploded by 


The Independent, which re- 
vealed in March 1995 that 
American researchers had de- 
termined that the strain of HIV 
found in the tissues evolved too 
recently to have existed in 1959. 
In January, Andrew Bailey and 
Gerald Corbitt, two of the three 
scientists who submitted the pa- 
per. wrote to The Lancet to ad- 
mit “we can find so evidence ... 
to suggest that the 1959 Man- 
chester patient carried [HTV]L” 
Edward Hooper, a medical 
researcher, and Professor 
William Hamilton, a geneticist 


at Oxford University, su ggest 
two possible causes. The error 
which led to HIV being found 


either have occurred before 
the samples were sent to the lab- 
oratory where they were ana- 
lysed, or Iw a mistake in break- 
ing the “double blind? coding 
(which prevented them know- 
ing whether the sample came 
from Mr Carr or a “control”). 

Ffew alternative scenarios ap- 
pear feasible. Contamination c f 
samples from Mr Carr by an 
HIV-infected knife would only 


be explicable if “the knife sup- 
posedly wiped itself dean" on 
the control samples, they say. 

But Professor Hamilton sakt 
“The fact that there arc at least 
three human genotypes in- 
volved suggests it cannot have 
been a ample contamination.” 

The third author. Dr George 
Williams, *he Manchester Uni- 
versity pathologist who con- 
ducted the post-mortem on Mr 
parr has repeatedly deified this. 
*Tm utterly, absolutely confi- 
>-nt of the authenticity of thaL 
material.’* he told The Inde- 







Open road 
beckons 




for bigger 
lorries 


MBcfiae! Streeter 


Environmentalists yesterday at- 
tacked as “simplistic” govern- 
ment plans which could herald 
the use of heavier lorries on 
Britain's road network. 

If made law. they would al- 
low hauliers to drive lorries as 
heavy as 44 tonnes - six tonnes 
more than the present limit - 
before the turn of the century. 

A Department of Transport 
consultation document propos- 
es allowing lorries of up to 40 
tonnes for general use in line 
with European law and 44 
tonnes for so-called “piggy- 
back” joint road/rail operations. 

At {Resent, these heaviest lor- 
ries are only allowed for specific 
journeys involving containers to 
and from rail routes. 

Most controversially, the pro- 
posals seeks comments on the 
idea of allowing 44-tonne lor- 
ries for general use by January 
1999, or alternatively 2001. 

The Roads minister, John 
Watts, indicated his support 
yesterday by claiming that the 
use of the higher-weight lorries 
on six axles was more “road 
friendly” than using 40-tonne 
vehicles on just five axles. “They 
would also be no noisier and 
have the same stopping distance 
as 38-tonne vehicles.” 

The theory used by depart- 
ment officials and the road 
freight lobby is that heavier lor- 
ries, which can carry more 
goods, could reduce the total 
number of vehicles on the road 
by 6,500. Mr Whtts also stressed 
thaL heavier lorries did not 
mean bigger lorries. 

However, Lynn Sloraan, as- 
sistant director of the lobby 
group Transport 2000 dismissed 
the Government's arguments as 
“atrociously simplistic”. 

She said the net effect of al- 
lowing the larger tonnage would 
be to increase the overall use of 
roads to carry heavy freight as 


firms found it mare cost efficient 
than the rail network. “If the 
Government allows heavier lor- 
ries it will be giving a direct sub- 
sidy to road haulage, which 
wQl be used to add to lorry 
mileage by centralising distrib- 
ution still further.” 

After the last increase in lor- 
ry weights to 38 tonnes in 1983, 
lorry mileage had gone up by 30 
per cent and freight mileage 
risen by more than 40 per cent, 
she said. 

Critics claim that apart from 
their environmental impact, 
lorries are proportionately eight 
times more likely to be in- 
volved in a fatal accident than 


cars. 

The Freight Transport Asso- 
ciation yesterday gave a mixed 
reaction to news of the consul- 
tation. A spokesman, Adam 
Wirf, said: “We are pleased that 
this issue is back on the agen- 
da again.” 

Hie organisation believes 
that collectively, 44-tonne ve- 
hicles would save more than 300 
million litres of fuel a year and 
would reduce congestion. They 
would also save the freight in- 
dustry about £300m a year - a 
drop of nearly 8 per cent on the 
cost of operating the present 
heaviest vehicles. 

However, Mr Whrf said they 
were dismayed that the plans 
were only at consultation level, 
with no dear sign of when they 
would be implemented, at a 
time when the industry needed 
to be able to plan for the future. 

Mr Whtts said yesterday it was 
“possible” that once the con- 
sultation was completed in the 
New Year, laws could come in 
before the general electioo. 
But critics fear that ministers are 
trying to avoid antagonising ei- 
ther the road or the environ- 
mental lobbies by making 
capital out of consulting now, 
but delaying any unpopular de- 
cision until after the poll 



The British Library took 
delivery of the first of 12 
million books and journals for 
its new St Pancras building 
yesterday in what has been 
dubbed the biggest book 
move in history. 

Fourteen years after 
construction work 
started at its new London 
headquarters, the first _ 
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volume to be ceremonially 
nlareri on its 186 milCS of 
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Shelf life: Brian Lang, the chief executive of the British Library, at the St Pancras building yesterday 


Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


placed on its 186 miles of 
shelving was The Oxford Book 
of English Traditional Hrae. 
The collection to be moved 
totals almost 40 million 
patents, eight million stamps, 
two million maps and more 
than 1 million sound 
recordings. 

It will take more than 
275.000 people-hours 
- equivalent to more than 
three working lifetimes - and 
5,600 van loads to move 
them. The saga of 
the construction of the new- 
building reached Kafkacsquc 
proportions recently when it 
emerged it had cost 
£5 11m, three times initial 
estimates, and would be 
completed nine years later 
than expected due to 
contractual disputes and 
faulty workmanship. 

The Prince of Wiles 
unkindly described the 
building as “a dim collection 
of sheds groping for some 
symbolic significance”, while 
the Heritage Select 
Committee thought it more 
like “a Babylonian z^gurat 
seen through a fun-fair 
distorting mirror”. 

But yesterday the playwright 
Harold Pinter was kinder. 

He said it was “wonderful", 
and his wife, the historian 
Lady Antonia Fraser, 
applauded “a great national 
monument”. The building 
opens fully in June 1999, 21 
years after it was approved by 
the Callaghan government. 





the mill 


ivliuht 1 


1 * 


Outrage as police cleared over asylum-seeker’s death 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 


The police will not face disci- 
plinary action over the death of 
a Nigerian asylum-seeker de- 
clared by an inquest jury to have 
been unlawfully killed during a 
str uggl e with two police officers, 
it was announced yesterday. 

Shiji La pite. 34, died of as- 
phyxiation after being held in a 


neck-hold by plain-clothes po- 
lice officers in north London in 
December 1994. 

The decision by the Police 
Complaints Authority was con- 
demned by Mr Lapite's family 
and campaigners who are to 
seek a judicial review into the 
decision earlier this year by 
the Crown Prosecution Service 
not to prosecute the officers. 
There was also criticism of the 


complaints procedure for al- 
lowing police officers to inves- 
tigate themselves. 

An inquest in January ruled 
that Mr Lapite was killed un- - 
lawfully after one constable ad- 
mitted ki cking him in the bead. 
Mr Lapite was arrested 00 sus-. 
picion of possession of crack 
cocaine. The jury heard that one 
pathologist had counted 45 sep- 
arate injuries on the body of the 


deceased, compared with “su- 
perficial” injuries sustained 
by the officers. 

Mr Lapite later collapsed in 
a police van and was driven 
Straight to hospital where he 
was pronounced dead haif-an- 
hour after being arrested. 

A post-mortem examination 
revealed that Mr Lapite had 
been drinking and had also 
taken cocaine, which may have 


anaesthetised him and caused 
him to struggle more aggres- 
sively. 

The PCA, which oversaw the 
inquiry, said no disciplinary ac- 
tion would be taken against the 
officers involved, although Mol- 
ly Meacher, of the PCA, urged 
the Metropolitan Police to 
ensure that officers understood 
the risks of restraining neck- 
holds. The PCA has repeated- 


ly stressed the danger of using 
neckholds, which have been 
responsible for a number 
of deaths. Scotland Yard has 
now agreed to cany out extra 

t raining. 

Ms Meacher said the PCA 
bad based its decision on advice 
from an independent barrister 
and testimony of two witness- 
es who said they saw no officer 
using “unreasonable force". 


Mr Lapite's widow, Olamide, 
said: “I have lost my husband 
and ray children have lost their 
father but the authorities have 
faOed to bring to justice those 
responsible for the death.” 

Piara Power, of the Newham 
Monitoring Project, a pressure 
group, said: “How can the un- 
animous verdict of a jury and 
widespread public concern over 
the nmole issue of deaths in cus- 


tody be so contemptibly brush- 
ed aside in this way? This 
episode serves to bring the en- 
tire criminal justice system into 
disrepute.” 

Deborah Coles, co-director 
of Inquest the support and ad- 
vice group, said: “It makes a 
mockery of any idea that the 
PCA has any other function 
than protecting police officers 
from being brought to account.” 
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Labour eases hostility to GP fundholding 


Cofti Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


Cnns Smith, the party’s heklih 
Spokesman. 

■: Toning down past hostility by 
Labour, which bad threatened 
to “abolish" fundholdmgOPs, 
Mr Smith wOl emphasise the 
need for consent in plans to re- ' 


place GP fimdhclding with joint 
commissioning by groups of 
family doctors. 

Labour's aim, however, 
would remain to. bring GP fund- 
holders within the planning re- 
mit of the National Health 
Service. It would seek to end the 
system uader which the inter- 
nal market has allowed queue-’ 
jumping by fundholder*, who . 
purchase ho^Mtal care for their 
NHSpatients^" ' ’ 


Mr Smith faced a barrage yes- 
terday from Stephen Dorrell. 
the Secretary of State for 
Health, over Labour’s refusal to 
• match the Government’s 
r. promise to spend more in real 
" terms on the NHS every year. 

But Mr Dondl’s confidence 
. that he can beat Labour on its 
home ground on health took a 
jolt from the British Medical As- 
sociation, which has circulated 
- a briefing note to peers for the 


second reading today of the Pri- 
mary Care Bill, warning that it 
couidlead to hospital closures. 

The briefing note, which The 
Independent has seen, warns 
peers that the plans could in- 
volve a switch in resources from 
hospitals to fund an expansion 
of primary care. 

The Bill gives the Secretary 
of State powers to establish pi- 
lot schemes across the country 
from April 1998 for faraDy doc- 


tors to expand the range of ser- 
vices they offer, including mi- 
nor surgery normally only on 
offer in large hospitals. The 
BMA warns peers in the brief- 
ing note that unless more mon- 
ey is pumped into the NHS, the 
pilots will not work. 

Tessa Jewell, Labour’s health 
spokeswoman, also disclosed 
that in spite of the Government's 
claims to be spending more on 
the NHS, there were shortages 


of GPS across the country. Fig- 
ures given to her by the Gov- 
ernment show that there are 
nearly 1,000 unfilled GP vacan- 
cies in practices across England 
and Vrales, with some of the 
largest gaps in inner-city areas 
such as east London. The Gov- 
ernment is seeking to countertbe 
shortages by allowing hospitals 
to hire GFs for the first time. 

Labour believes it can con- 
vince the voters about its com- 


mitment to the health service 
without competing with the 
Tories on spending. But Mr 
Smith and other Labour front- 
benchers were repeatedly taunt- 
ed by Mr Dorrell during a 
Commons debate on the Budget 
to intervene at the despatch box 
to commit Labour to spending 
more on the NHS in real terms. 

“If one of them - any of them 
- can give a commitment that 
a Labour government if elect- 


ed would give a real-terras in- 
crease to health expenditure, 
they can intervene,” he said. 
“They cannot because they 
won't give that pledge." 

The Government has an- 
nounced that it is spending an 
extra £1 ,6bn - an increase of 2.9 
per cent - on the NHS next year. 
Mr Dorrell last week also an- 
nounced that hospitals will be 
given an extra £20m this year 
to avoid a winter crisis. 



Street performance: A police officer in Downing Street yesterday watching the annual ritual of a tree being delivered to No 10 by the British Christmas Itee Growers’ Association 


Photograph: John Voos 


The man who sheds I Labour’s lottery cash plans attacked 


daylight on poll dale 


Ran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

For some time now, Brian Pear- 
son has been wishing he bad a 
bet on the date of the general 
election. Eighteen months ago 
the administrator of the Asso- 
ciation of Electoral Adminis- 
trators took a phone call from 
a House of Commons official 
who wanted to know the date 
of the 1997 local elections. 
Ever since he has been con- 
vinced that it would be on that 
day, 1 May. 

The received wisdom was 
behind him, and it ran as fol- 
lows; 

Point one: an election before 
27 February would be undesir- 
able because the new electoral 
register comes into force on 
ihelbib. Returning officers 
need a week to get it up and 
running, and would object to an 
election on the 20th unless it 
were strictly necessary. 

Point two: the clocks go fer- 
vid on 30 March, giving an ex- 
tra hour of daylight- Before that, 
voters would be subjected to a 
dark night and probably bad 
weather to boot. That would 
mean a low turn -out. 


Point three; an election in foe 
first three weeks of April woulff 
be abad idea because the cam- 
paign would span the Easter 
break at the end of March. 
There are 17 days between the 
dissolution of fttriiament and 
the election, not counting; Sat- 
urdays, Sundays and bank hol- 
idays, so an eariy-April election 
would mean an extra two days’ 
preparation time for Labour. 
The last election that spanned 
Easter was in 1979. 

Point four: local elections 
take place on 1 May, so a gen- 
eral election in the last week of 
April would amply double the 
agony for voters, leading again 
to low turn-outs. 

Point five: elections always 
happen on Thursdays. This is 
the case because it has been the 
case for 60 years. Maundy 
Thursday however is erne of the 
few days apart from weekends 
and bank holidays on which 
polling is not allowed. 

So, 1 May is the first sensi- 
ble date on which to bold an 
election. Or is it? 

There are three g3od reasons 
why Mr Major may differ. 

First, be might be forced 
into an early election. The 


Government is certain to' lose 

Bam^^Eastby-electiou, and 
it could have a minority of one 
after the Wirral South by-elec- 
tion which must take place by 
February. 

Reasons two and three are 
based on more cynical calcula- 
tions. A polling day before the 
clocks go forward might en- 
courage voters to go home and 
put their feel up rather than 
dragging themselves out after 
work. That would help the Con- 
servatives, whose supporters 
are known to be far more de- 
termined to vote than Labour's. 

The final reason is that a quar- 
ter of the 44 milli on electors will 
have moved house or become IS 
since the old register was drawn 
up, and could miss out on their 
votes if polling day happened be- 
fore the new version came in. 
Again, an early election would 
mean a low torn-out and good 
news for the lories. 

No one wants a Christmas 
election, of course, so calm is 
likely to reign for a few weeks 
yeL Bui come the New Year a 
new slogan couldbe circulating 
in Smith Square: Vote Early, 
Vote Tbiy. 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Richard Branson and his Vir- 
gin company are unHkelytowin 
control of the National Lottery 
if Labour wins the election, fol- 
lowing the publication yesterday 
of Labours {dans for the lottery. 

The mUljonaire businessman 
is keen to win the right to take 
over the running of the lottery 
with a non-profit-making con- 
sortium from the current or- 
ganiser, Camelot, which has 
been criticised for making ex- 
cessive profits. 

Labour yesterday made it 
dear that the party remains 
committed to allowing a non- 
profit-making organisation 
to take over the running of the 
lottery, if it can be financed 
more cheaply. 

But senior Labour sources 
told The Independent that an- 
other organisation, such as Vir- 
gin, could only take over the 
contract from Camelot, if its 
costs were lower. 

Camelot won the contract 
partly because its costs were 
lower than competitors, in- 
cluding the Virgin consortium, 
but Came Jot’s £lm a week prof- 
its could be squeezed by Labour 
applying a cap to in; income 
from the lottery. 

Camelot would also have to 
hand the £6m a year interest on 



Bob Monk house, host of National Lottery Uve. Labour wBI use cash for social schemes 


unclaimed prizes to the good 
causes funded by the loltery, 
Labour said. 

However, Labour is plan- 
ning few dramatic changes to 
the National Lottery, if the 
party wins power. 

The party has niled out sug- 
gestions that a cap should be put 
on the top prizes, such as 
the £9m jackpot, which was 
shared by three winners at the 
weekend. 

Labour was attacked by 
Virginia Boitomley, the Na- 
tional Heritage Secretary, after 
proposing to use lottery finds 
to pay for after-school clubs 


which would tackle the problem 
of “latch-key kids". 

Labour spokesman for Na- 
tional Heritage, Jack Cunning- 
barn, announced plans for a , 
New Millennium Commission ( 
which would channel millions 
of pounds of lottery cash into ! 
projects for children and young 
people. 

A toppriority would be a net- 
work of after School dubs - 
which Labour believes would be 
of particular help to single 
mothers - giving children the 
chance to do their homework, 
learn a foreign language or ac- 
quire computer skills. 


cash. Small sums of money 
would be put into “community 
chests" which would be put 
under the control of panels 
made up from local business 
people, councillors and volun- 
tary groups. 

However, Mrs Bottomley 
accused Labour of planning 
to find front-line education 
programmes with lottery mon- 
ey. breaking one of the main 
prindples of the lottery, that 
lotleiy cash should not w used 
to fund basic government 
schemes. 

She dismissed the plans as “a 
cocktail of political correct- 
ness" at the expense of those 
punters who enjoy an occa- 
cash for social schemes sional flutter, and described 

Labour's community chest 
There were also proposals to scheme as a ploy to let" Labour 
give local pcopk* much more say councils get its “stickv fingers" 
over the distribution of lotterv on the lottery billions. 
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Lords rejects fees for checks on volunteers 


Kevin McCloud - 

The Co«pl«* Oeeeraw 


BOOKS etc. Price £16.99 


Fran Abrams 

ftrirtical Correspondent 

The Government was defeated 
by two votes in the Lords last 
night over a plan to make char- 
ities pay to mid out whether vol- 
unteers had criminal 
convictions. 

Under the Bill, volunteers 
would have to get certificates 


showing they had clean records 
before they could work in cer- 
tain areas, particularly with 
chfldren. The Government says 
the documents would cost be- 
tween £5 and £10 each. 

The defeat, on an amend- 
ment proposed by the former 
House of Commons Speaker. 
Lord MVeatheriQ, was the first in 
Parliament this session. Last 


night a spokesman for the 
Home Secretary, Michael 
Howard, said ministers would 

consider its implications be- 
fore deciding whether to try to 
reverse it in the Commons. 

Baroness Blatch, Home Of- 
fice minister, had argued that 
the Treasury or those seeking 
paid jobs could have to pay be- 
tween £40m and £200m to fund 


the certificates if charities did 
not do so. Waiving fees for un- 
paid volunteers would be open 
to abuse, she said. 

The Bill which has cross-par- 
ty support, enables a new Crim- 
inal Records Agency to supply 
information to individuals and 
registered bodies. Il also sets up 
a National Crime Squad for 
England and Wales, puis the Na- 


tional Criminal Intelligence Ser- 
vice on a UK-wide statutoiy 
footing and puts intrusive sur- 
veillance by police and Customs 
on a statutory basis. 

Lord Wcatherill said the Bill 
could have a devastating effect ; 
on an estimated 20 million vol- 
untary workers, many of whom 
worked for small local charities. 

playgroups and church groups. 
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Notice of chaise to Abbey National plc^s Mortgage Interest Rate 

The Standard Variable Rate of interest charged to existing Abbey National borrowers with 
variable interest rate mortgages will increase by 0.25% per annum to 7.29%. 

If you have the benefit of a discount for a higher value mortgage then your new rate may be 
lower than this. * 

This change will take effect on 18th December J996. 

Please note that this date does not apply: 

1 . If your mortgage is a dminis tered by. Abbey National Mortgage Finance- plc.Jja this case the 

change Will take effect on 3rd January 1997. • - . . . • : ... 

2. If your mortgage specifies a period of notice which is greater than 7 daysbe&re an alteration 
tn Ae interest rate takes effect. In that case we will write to you individually «d t»n you when 


.to the interest rate taxes eneex. in mat case we will wme to you UKUviQuauy rad tf>TI you when 
tfre change will take effect. . 

This notice does not apply to those borrowers with former National & ProviaffiJ ‘Home Owner 
Loans or Home Improvement Loans who receive individual notification of ^ gauge. 
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Cash lottery over 
fertility treatment 


Glenda Cooper 

National Health Service fund- 
ing of fertility treatment is 
“chaotic, patchy 7 ' and amounts 
to “treatment by postcode** ac- 
cording to new research. 

Despite an increase in the 
number of health authorities 
offering treatment cm the NHS, 
a couple in Scotland wanting in 
vitro fertilisation (TVF) ate sev- 
en times more likely to be suc- 
cessful than a couple in the 
South and West region, while 
partners in Northern Ireland 
have no access at all to NHS 
funds. 

One in six couples experience 
difficulty in conceiving at some 
point m their lives, with the 
largest number of fertility prob- 
lems unexplained. For those 
who choose IVF the live birth 
success rate is 14.1 per cent 
per cycle. 

The report commissioned 
by the National Infertility 
Awareness Campaign (Niac), 
found that the number of health 
authorities that formally pur- 
chase infertility services has in- 
creased from 21 per cent in 1993 
[oils current level of 65 percent, 
an increase Niac thinks is part- 
ly due to the reorganisation of 
health authorities last April. 

But the divide between those 
authorities funding increasing 


levels of fertility treatment and 
those that fund little or no 
treatment has increased. While 
the proportion of health au- 
thorities funding more than 20 
cycles of IVF per 100,000 pop- 
ulation has almost doubled, 
the proportion of those refus- 
ing to fund any form of assist- 
ed conception has not changed. 

The majority of authorities 
reported no change in funding 
since last year although one in 
five reported an increase. Des- 
pite an increase of 15 per cent 
m IVF rates to 9.3 treatment 
cycles per 100,000 population in 


1996, as opposed to 8.1 treat- 
ment cycles per 100,000 in 1995, 
the rates of IVF treatment are 
still well below the recommen- 
dations stated in a 1992 report 
of 40 IVF treatments. 

The most generous region 
listed in the latest report was 
Scotland, with 293 IVF treat- 
ments per 100,000, followed by 
the North West which funds 
15.9. Only four regions funded 
more than lOcycles per 100,000 
population. The lowest rates 
were found m the West Midlands 
[5.2], South and West [4.2] and 
m Northern Ireland [Ojj. 



Test tubes containing frozen embryos Photograph: Reuters 


Eligibility criteria havfe be- 
come more uniform amanj* 
health authorities, with the maj- 
ority specifying a maximum age 
fca tibe woman of between 35 and 
40. Some authorities still only 
fund treatment for people who 
have lived within the authority’s 
area for a specified period. . 

Care Brown, chair of Niac, 
said: “The great divide between 
die health authorities is worry- 
ing. Although we are pleased 
that some he alth authorities are 
increasing the amount they 
already spend in infertility ser-: 
vices, we are extremely sad- 
dened that there are many 
health authorities who refuse to 
fund treatment 

“We are still having to deal 
with a chaotic, patchy Treatment 
by postcode’ method of decid- 
ing who ra*n an d who cannot 
have their infertility treated by 
the NHS. 

“This is obviously totally un- 
fair. unacceptable and a des- 
perately unhappy situation for 
the couples tins affects.” 

Susan Rice, chief executive of 
the national fertility association, 
Issue, described the situation as 
‘'abhorrent”. She said: “Issue 
calls on health providers to 
stop this ‘trade in babies’ and 
consider foe detrimental effect 
infertiHiy has on aD areas of peo- 
ple's lives.” 


Insurance firms to fight pupils’ 
claims against failing schools 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

Insurance companies which 
represent education authori- 
ties say they will fight claims for 
damages against failing schools 
through the courts. 

Zurich Municipal, which in- 
sures most councils, said it had 
no intention of settling out of 
court as happened recently in 
the case of a man awarded 
£30,000 for bullying at schooL 
Insurers believe they could win 
cases against pupils suing 
schools for bad exam results. 

TWo teenagers are preparing 
cases against schools failed by 
the Office for Standards in Ed- 
ucation. They say the schools 


are to blame for their poor 
GGSE results. 

Royal Sun Alliance, the in- 
surance company involved in 
the bullying case at Shene 
School in Richmond, wanted an 
out-of-court settlement because 
it said it would not recover its 
costs even if the school woo the 
case. The plaintiff was financ- 
ing the case through legal aid. 

A spokesman for Zurich Mu- 
nicipal said: “We think this 
case is defendable and would 
definitely defend it. 

“We don’t think giving in to 
a claim such as this, which has 
a very weak foundation in law, 
would be cheaper. If we did not 
fight and win a case, we should 
certainty open the floodgates.” 


Lawyers agreed it would be 
veiy difficult for pupils to win. 
Julian Gizzi, head of the edu- 
cation law department of Gty 
solicitors Beachcroft Stanleys 
said legal aid should not be 
granted in such cases, at least 
where they were unlikely to suc- 
ceed. 

“Such cases look set to con- 
tinue and gzow in number, di- 
verting more and more re- 
sources away from education 
and towards lawyers’ fees. For 
the school to defend this action 
all the way to trial could easily 
cost as much as two or three 
times a teacher's salary.” 

Labour urged the Govern- 
ment to dose any legal loophole 
which might encourage pupils 


to makft claims against failing 
schools. 

David Blunkett, the shadow 
Secretary of State for Education 
and Employment, told BBC 
Radio VsWbrid at One: u l can't 
see bow ,.e can go into a situ- 
ation where there is a threat 
han g in g over legitimate in- 
spection. where revealing that 
something is wrong is used in 
terms of legal action and where 
money s then withdrawn from 
a school that needs it.” . 

The Legal Aid Board said the 
pupils involved in the case had 
not applied for legm aid. In all 
cases, the board considered the 
legal merits of the daim to see 
whether there were reasonable 
prospects of success. 




A very down to earth 
question. 

The words 'American Express' are under- 
stood around the world. That's important if 
you're abroad and you find you need 
medical attention, cover for lost baggage or 
personal pr op erty, compensation for travel 
delay or funding for legal expenses. So if 
you need emergency assistance or even 
pre-travel advice, our representatives are on 
call 24 hours a day wherever on earth you 
are. Vfe offer annual cover from just £99 and 
single trip policies that you need not be a 
Candmember to take advantage of- You see, 
your travel insurance provider can make a 
world of difference. 

To find out how we can help you 
do more with travel insurance, calk 

0800 700737 



Insurance 

Services 


Policy terms and conditions are available upon request. 

American Express Services Europe Limited, Reg. Office. Portland House. 1 Stag Place, London SYflE 5BZ. Reg. No. 1833139. 










In his gift Sir Denis Mahon with BarblerTs The Cumaean Sybil with a Putto 


Millionaire’s gift horse puts 
politics into museums world 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

A defiant political gesture by an 
86-year-old millionaire art col- 
lector could change for ever the 
way works of art are left to the 
nation. 

The £25m bequest by Sir 
Denis Mahon of 61 17tfa century 
Italian baroque pictures to in- 
stitutions including the Na- 
tional Gallery and the 
Ashmolean and Fitzwilliam mu- 
seums, in Oxford and Cam- 
bridge, will be withdrawn, 
before his death, be states, if the 
Government falls short in its 
commitment to public collec- 
tions generally. 

It will be removed from gal- 
leries after his death if any 
gallery involved sells off any of 
its works of arL 

Until now private collectors 
have left pictures in their wills 
to tfaeirfavourite galleries with 
no motives other than enrich- 
ing the national heritage and 
possibly helping their descen- 
dants by declaring the p ainting s 
against inheritance tax. 

Sir Denis, long a campaign-, 
er for the arts, and a bachelor, 
bias also intimated, though it is 
not in the legal agreement be . 
has with the National Art Col- 


lections Fund, that he would not 
want any of his pictures in a 
gaDeiy or museum that charges 
thepublic for admission. 

The latter has never been 
higher on the agenda than now 
following cuts announced last 
week in government grant to 
museums and galleries. 

Sir Denis, independently 
wealthy as a member of the 
Guinness Mahon banking fam- 
ily, is well placed to hold gov- 
ernments to ransom. If a 
government reduces funding 
too much he will, as it were, 
from the grave reduce the num- 
ber of pain tings he has be- 
queathed to the nation. For that 
purpose he has again gone 
against convention and ensured 
that legal control of the bequest 
stays with the National Art 
Coflections Fund, the leading in- 
dependent art charity, rather 
than the museums and gal- 
leries involved. 

As Sir Denis threatened at a 
press conference at the National 
Gallery yesterday with a phrase 
that wfll resound through the art 
world and the Department of 
National Heritage for years to 
come: “In the last anatyris a cut 
on one side could be matched 
by a cut on the other.” 

The new era of the politically 


charged bequest was welcomed 
by Mark Fisher. Labour's arts 
spokesman. “I’m very sympa- 
thetic," he said. “The spirit of 
all the major historic bequests 
has been of benefiting the pub- 
lic. Sir Denis is continuing that 
tradition. He wants to leave his 
collection to the public and to 
ensure that museums remain 
truly public." 

The National Gallery’s di- 
rector, Neil MacGregor, added: 
“What is interesting is that here 
is a man with a very dear view 
of how museums should relate 
to the public, and 1 applaud it.” 

Others were uneasy. Tim 
Mason, director of the Muse- 
ums and Galleries Commis- 
sion, said “Bequests have often 
come with conditions, but they 
are straightforward conditions 
concerning things tike security, 
the environment in which paint- 
ings are displayed and access. 
Such things are easily mea- 
sured. The difficulty here is in- 
terpretation. How does one 
measure whether the Govern- 
ment is felling short of its com- 
mitments?” 

Other senior museum figures 
said that a less important col- 
lection would be unlikely to be 
accepted on such terms. 

The Government will also be 


Women lose their seat on the board 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 

The proportion of female di- 
rectors in companies which are 
members of the anti-discrimi- 
oation campaign Opportunity 
2000 has slumped by nearly one- 
ttrird, it was disclosed yesterday. 

A year ago, women account- 
ed for 16 percent of board mem- 
bers at the 300 organisations 

..« k U h halrmwfAtk A ■ _ > . 


11 per cent. Celebrating the 
. fifth anniversary of Opportuni- 
ty 2000, Lady ELspeth Howe, its 
chairman, conceded that the to- 
tal number of women in such po 
atioos was so low that even one 
departure could mah» a signifi- 
cant impact on the percentage. 

Peter Davis, group chief ex- 
ecutive of the Prudential Cor- 
poration, a prominent member 
o f the group, said that while the 


signed to increase the number of 
fem ales in mariagftrjal posts- 
Yesterday, disorganisation con- 
ceded that the latest figure was 


it .was “counter-intuitive" as 
far his personal experience was 
concerned and that of others in- 
•volved m the initiative. 


Whtie Lady Howe reported 
no major progress in the num- 
ber of women in senior positions 
over the last 12 months, they 
had “held on” to previous gains. 
Some 31 per cent of all man- 
agers at Opportunity 2000 em- 
ployers were women, 17 per 
cent of senior managers, 31 per 
cent of middle managers and 41 
per cent of junior managers. 
This compared with 123 per 
cent of managers in the Unit- 
ed Kingdom as a whole, the In- 
stitute of Management said. 
The percentage of female di- 
rectors in Opportunity 2000 


firms was 11 per cent 

with 33 per cent elsewhere. 
Around SO per , cent ot 

Britain *e Imrlim mi nri klVMS, Wltn 


about one-quarter.of 
ing population, are pi 


Photograph: John Voos 


watching to see whether Sir De- 
nis realty is holding a gun toils 
head or whether he is bluffing. 
The first signs are that Sir De- 
nis's conditions may be as much 
political gesture as legs! threaL 

Yestcrday he admitted that in 
last week’s Budget the Gov- 
ernment had indeed, through its 
cut to museums and galleries, 
fallen short on its commit- 
ments. But he said that al- 
though the Government had 
failed on this key condition, he 
would not be withdrawing his 
bequest yet. . 

“I shall just wait .to see .what 

Mrs Bottomley fSecretkty-Of 
State for National Heritage] 
says for herself," he said ’We*® 
have to see whether the: .Gov- 
ernment behaves in a. civilised * 

manner or not. I think they 
should have a chance to see 
what there is to lose-” . =• 

The Irish National Oaltaty 
has been promised fiveof thc 
paintings in the bequest 

Raymond KeaVcney, director 
of the Irish National GaDeiy, 
confirmed that mare of t~ e 
Mahon bequest may cross the 
Irish Sea if admission charges 
are levied at a British gBUeiy to 
benefit. No Dublin public 
gallery or museum charges for 
enuy.’ 


Opportunity 2000, officials said. 
They said there 


sentees, including 
Group, 8AXGEt 1 Feaft^»° d 
Mirror Group Ncwsph gsf 5, 
Some eirptoyers had 
of restructuring. A ^ 

cal authorities left be«©F 1 ® 
public expenditure aitbgg®: 

Women andWwW#lfff 
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Of course you don’t. So why 
are 75% of blind and partially 
sighted people of working 
age out of work? In a recent 
survey half the country’s 
employers said they would 
not employ someone who had 
difficulty seeing. The Royal 
National Institute for the 
Blind (RNIB) campaigns 


of prejudice and ignorance. 
And by educating employers 
and providing training and 
support to blind and partially 
sighted people, RNIB is 
helping to break down the 
barriers. So if you know 
someone who may need our 
help, or wish to make a 
donation to RNIB, please 


against the invisible barriers call us on 0345 023040. 


hr 1 


Royal National Institute for the Blind 


Charity Registration Number 226227 ■- 
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RNIB 

challenging blindness 
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Over the next 20 years, air passenger traffic 
to and from the South East of England is 
expected to double. 

In order to keep the UK competitive in 
this vital aviation business, we’ll need to 
make the very most of the airport capacity 
we have. 

Not just with a fifth terminal at Heathrow, 
but by realising the full potential of Gatwick 
and of Stansted - London’s alternative airport 
The good news is that thanks to BAA’s 
intensive investment in Stansted (over £410 
million to date) and ongoing programme 


of marketing, this airport is already the 
fastest-growing in Europe. 

Since 1991, Stansted has achieved an 
average annual growth of more than 27%. 

This year, it recorded its first six- 
month operating profit. 

Already, it handles nearly 5 million 
passengers a year, gives access to more 
than 40 destinations including New York, 
and has a higher proportion of business 
travellers than even Gatwick or 
Manchester; and Parliament has recently 
approved an increase in permitted annual 


air Lrairic movements irom 7o,UUU 

to 120,000. 

For Britain’s economy, the 21st century 
will doubtless bring its own challenges. 

But at least, for London and the Saudi 
East, there’s a 21st century airport that’s in 
great shape to help meet them. 

London’s alternative airport is taking off. 


baa n ' 

Shaping up for the 21st Century 

* ABERDEEN < SOUTHAMPTON^ 
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Scots romantic 
who would 
reinvent the 
power of 
the Union 


Aspects of union: Michael Forsyth, Duke ofVbrk and stone Photograph: FA 


lames Cusfcfc 


Michael Forsyth, Secretary of 
State for Scotland, is said to be 
overjoyed that his gesture of 
bringing home the Stone of 
Scone has somehow reminded 
pie Scots 1 of the historical 
importance of the Union. 
His opposite number, George 
Robertson, in the run-up to the 
general election, appears to 
want to concentrate bis "vmH on 
matters more concrete. 

After being humiliated in' 
Labour's summer of U-turns on 
devolution for Scotland, Mr' 
Robertson had the unenviable 
and difficult job of convincing 
the Scottish party, the media 
and the electorate that Tony 
Blair's apparent “1-know-best” 
explanation for the enforced 
changes would somehow be for 
the better. Coping with more 
turns than an icc slater, Labour 
{ias now committed itself to a 
referendum on devolution 
should it form the next gov- 
ernment. The Scots will be 

His image 
suffered after 
Blair’s changes. 
Some believe 
he can never, 
fully recover 

asked both if they want a de- 
volved parliament and if that 
parliament should have tax- 
raising powers. 

If Mr Forsyth now imagines 
himself as Sir Whiter Scott rein- 
carnated and is intent on con- 
tinually reinforcing the symbolic 
power of 300 years of union with 
England as the foundation of his 
election campaign. Mr Robert- 
son is equally a touch roman- 
tic when he speaks of, perhaps 
predictably, “new Scotland, new 
Union'’. 

Unlike many in his party, he 
says be now sees the referen- 
dum as “not an obstacle, but an 
opportunity". 

With Labour seemingly com- 
mitted to lighting hard for a yes- 
yes vole, and anticipating a 
well-funded brutal campaign 
from the Conservatives for no- 
no, Mr Robertson curiously 
believes there is no hidden 
danger in the message he now 
says will be explained lo the. 
electorate in Labour’s own cam- 
paign: it wants the power to tax 
hut in effect will promise not to 

use it. , M 

“The Scots will vote for it to 
be there, but the parliament it- 
self will rarely u se it. Mr 
Robertson says. He “plains: 
“Ifsa power, not a tax. It s mere 
if the people want it to be 

^ Anticipating that sudi a cam- 
oai«Miing tactic might be either 

^e“n to accusations of unfcur- 

ne« (if you are beu, S kB j5. or 
jo&ical (i if >’ ou «JE3S 

cruel)- M r Robertson defends 


the party plan by stating simply 
“It’s mature. The Scots have 
basic common sense and will 
understand the difference be- 
tween a power and a tax.” 

“Mature.” is a rarely used ad- 
jective in politics. The attack Mr . 
Robertson suffered at this years 
Scottish National Party con- 
ference, where he was accused 
of being Scotland’s answer lo 
the wartime traitor Lord Haw- 
Haw by Alex Neil, one of the 
SNP’s senior spokesmen, is a 
recent example of the immatu- 
rity of much Scottish political 
debate. The slur annoyed Mr 
Robertson, but he skilfully used 
it to his advantage: “If it had 
been a comment from someone 
in the lower ranks of the SNP 
it would have been quietly dis- 
missed. But all it snowed was 
that despite the SNP’s daims to 
be an organised, controlled and 
effective party, this is the level 
they can reduce themselves to." 

Elected MP for Hamilton in 
1979, Mr Robertson was quick- 
ly identified as a potential senior 
figure in any future Labour 
government's foreign affairs 
team. One of the parly's star 
performers in the drawn-out 
Maastricht debate, it may seem 
to the outsider that being re- 
duced to spats with the likes of 
Mr Neil is an unwelcome down- 
turn in a political career. And, 
unusually in politics, he admits 
he -may now even be cam- 
paigning for a policy that will see 
his power reduced. A Scottish 
parlrament would elect its own 

rhjpf Tnjnfogr, thug rp riiwring thg 

governor-general powers cur- 
rently enjoyed by the Secretary 
of State in St Andrew's House 
in Edinburgh. So will it be a 
diminish ed job? “No, it will be 
a different job. It will be a chan- 
nel of communication between 
the devolved parliament and 
Westminster." 

He doesn't accept that he re- 
ally wants both jobs. “I can’t en- 
visage the same person doing 
both." So where then do his am- 
bitions lie? The reply, if not 
' quite Rands UnjuhartB almost 
there. “In politics you are un- 
wise to declare your ambitions.” 

His office is currently re- 
ceiving numerous invitations 
from English universities asking 
him lo go and explain what de- 
volution wiD mean. The joke 
among some Old Labour hard- 
liners is that they would first like 
him to explain it to them. He 
may have bad little room for 
manoeuvre in the chaos gener- 
ated by Mr Blair's ordered 
changes on how devolution was 
to be implemented. Mr Robert- 
son lost something, mostly his 
image of being honest: ■ 

Some inside the Labour par- 
ty in Scotland believe he is 
unlikely to recover fully. Oth- 
ers believe he wilL But the end 
result is (hat like the evangelism 
that sometimes appears to 
overtake Mr Blair, an almost 
excessive fervour also grips Mr 
Robertson, who is 50, when he 
speaks of reinventing the 
Union, attracting a new gen- 
eration to politics, and talks of 


nA TLY POEM 

j^Imo’s Revolutionary Pamphlets 

By Cliff Ashcroft 

a "i 'SStSp** uA •pyw™ to"* 

and fired u pure and supple flame. 

I , , Ixtremo I think of you 
trUl'us from the certainty of punishment 
doubt °f our five limbs. 
n % as to become of us now 
nl could do exactly as we wished: 

i h»J far your word in my frozen hands, 
be no simple-rest. 

ZfLnv brought a empty dispute 
A i L cinders / press to my closed palms 
and the tmu>. 



the Ibries using Scotland as wants reinvention of the Union, venlion by simply proclaiming 
“the battleground for England redefining of the Scots' identi- everything is fine the way it his- 
_ to frighten them into ty, rewriting of the rules of po- torically always has been, 
believing that devolution will litical responsibility for the Is that not a clever tactic? 
mean the break-up of the Unit- Scots (“So we can stop blaming “No, it's dim,” said Mr Robert- 

ed Kingdom”. everyone else"), so Mr Forsyth son. “Because people don’t like , . 

But just as Mr Robertson has joined the debate on rein- the way Scotland is run now." Hidden hopes: George Robertson will not reveal his ambitions Photograph: Da/id Rose 



PITY HE DIDN'T SPEND AS MUCH TIME CHOOSING THE 
NETWORK AS HE DID CHOOSING THE PHONE. 



It may be important to have the right mobile phone. 

It’s just as important to be on the right network. But what is the right network? 
The cheapest? 

The one with the wackiest advertising? 

How about the one that has spent a lot of time and effort trying to make its 
coverage as wide as possible? And, most importantly, is still trying? 

How about Cellnet? 

No other network covers more of the UK population than we do. 

Our digital service lets you make and receive calls in more than fifty countries 
worldwide.. 

OK, there are places on Cellnet where you’ll see the dread words "No service - . 
But they're few and far between. And getting fewer and farther apart. 

We're committed to offering you the best coverage possible. And one day, 
we'll succeed. Then you really won’t have a choice will you? 

If you'd like to know more; call 0800 21 4-000. the big network, ^p^oollnet 
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B&Q Environmental Update 
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Dr Alan Knight • B&Q's Quality 
& Environment Controller 

Over six years ago, we put into place a 
planned programme to reduce the 
environmental impact of every product 
we sell. 

This is our fourth annual update 
covering all the main areas of 
environmental activity during the past 
year and describing our plans for the 
future. 

Timber & Forests 

In-4991 we set two targets: 

By the end of 1993: to have identified 
all the sources of our timber products 
down to forest level - achieved for over 
98% (by volume). 

By the end of 1995: all our timber 
products to come from well managed 
forests - only 1.5% of timber by volume 
foiled. 

Collecting and evaluating the data has 
been an intensive exercise involving one 
pereon working full time for over four years. 

Independent Forest 
Certification - the best 
way forward 

How can we be sure that timber is from 
well managed forests? 

Until now evaluation of timber sources 
was dependent on ' internal scrutiny * - 
desk top studies and occasional visits to 
forests. The weaknesses are obvious, but 
it was all we had. But not anymore: we, 
like many other organisations, realised 



back in 1990 that a more robust and 
credible system was needed. Forests must 
be independently certified. By working 
together B&Q and many other companies 
and environmental groups created The 
Forest Stewardship Council (FSQ. 

The Forest Stewardship 
Council (FSC) 


FSC 

®1WS Forest StewanHup Condi j 


The role of the FSC is to set the 
principles of good forest management and 
ensure that certification across the world 
operates to the same standard. We 
believe it currently represents the only 
credible system capable of operating 
globally. 

Customers are just beginning to see the 
FSC trademark on timber products in our 
stores and as these become more widely 
available we hope marketing campaigns 
from other retailers (including 
competitors) and the World Wide Fund 
for Nature (WWF) will help customers 
recognise and buy these products in 
favour of non-certified products. 

Products available at B&Q which have 
already been independently certified: 


Exterior Doors ] Chindwetl 


Charcoal 


Cha/tan AJdred, 
ReaelLa 


Malaysia 


South Africa 


Interior Doors ] Premium Timber 


Edge Laminated 
Pine Boards 


Premium Timbw 


Cabinet Doors | Premium Timber 


Wooden Door 
Fumitae 


Douglas Kane 


| Parquet flooring Western Cork | Zimbabwe 

Certification initiatives are also 
underway in other countries such as Ivory 
Coast, Ghana, Sri Lanka, UK and Sweden. 

Some producers have genuine forest 
management problems and real practical 
problems to overcome. Others are simply 
reluctant to support the concept of 
certification. We shall continue to explain 
to them why we believe it is important 
but if they are not convinced we will 
have to buy from elsewhere. 





Target - By the end of 1999 the only 
wood we buy wBI be from independently 
certified forests. 

Paint 

One in three pots of paint sold in the 
UK for domestic use is bought from a 
B&Q store. We believe that between 
0.6% and 2% of all solvent emissions in 
the UK could be from paint bought at 
B&Q. 

The figure is large enough for B&Q 
alone to make an impact on the overall 
reduction of solvents. Solvents contribute 
to low level smog, climate change and 
can aggravate asthma. They also have an 
unpleasant smell. The future can be 
solvent free and where technically 
impossible, low solvent paints are the 
answer. 

The first stage is already underway. We 
are working with our suppliers to ensure 
there is a clear and precise message on 
every single can of paint we sell. At the 
moment, this is not the case. 

From a total of 123 products dree was 
the following confusing array of labels: 


Chfailtoe Oaai 


ODOM lm/ odour. 66 

Lowtoodotr. 3 

Lower odour 5 - 

Lower odour formula 5 

Less odour than conventional g/oss 

paints. 2 

Much less odour don ordinary ■ 

emulsion .• 2 

bow aromatic solvents reduces odour 2 

No unpleasant odour. 2 

• TOTAL 


WATB- I Waterbased 40 

Economical w af a b o rn e. 1 

Wamrtxxne copolymer emubwsn. . . S 

Waterbased acrylic 1 

TOTAL 






ocm 

jCKASCOSl/ 





Sdhertfree 6 

Freedom solvents 4 

Solvent free wat e rbased formula ... 2 

Low so/vert 5 

Low solvent formula 

Very tide organic solvent 

Solvent based, the use of water 
based alternatives should be 

competed. 

TOTAL 


OZONE Ozone friendly 

Contains no fluoroc ar bons. 
Contains no CFCs 


TOTAL | 13 



No bad added. 

No added bad. 

Contains no lead 

Contains no lead additives. 


PLANTS & Harmless to plants 5 

ANIMALS Harmless ta animak 1 

Harmless to plants and ankmk l 

Hanrtiew to plants and pets 2 

Hant and animal safe. 1 

Harmless to plants when dry 2 

Harmless to plants and pets when dry 1 
TOTAL 13 



25% recycled steel 
Recydabb . ...... 


Environmentally friendly. 

Lower enviro nm ental impact in 

manufacture 

Official Sponsor WWF. 

TOTAL 


When we finalise our policy at the end 
of the year we will start phasing out 
claims such as 'environmentally friendl/. 
We have also worked with suppliers to 
agree a standard format for displaying the 
solvent content of all products. 

Proposed Target - End of 1999: to 
reduce solvent emissions from B&Q 
paint by 30% (using 1996 figures as 
baseline). 

As part of this process we will start 
introducing new products with a 
lower solvent content 


Target - December 1996: to finalise 
details of poficy. 

Target - End of June 1997: to have 
new labeling system in place. 

Target - jidy 1997: to hunch customer 
co mm unication progr a mme. 

Charcoal 

All our imported lumpwood charcoal is 
currently certified and next year all our 
new stock of briquettes and barbecue kits 
will be certified. 

Charcoal production can help our 
forests in the UK. By working with the Bio 
Regional 
Development 
Group, it has 
been possible to 
sell . charcoal 
from -coppiced 
woodlands in 
the nearest B&Q 
stores. 

Last season 
local charcoal 
was on sale 
in 120 stores. 

Target - by 
summer 1997: 
to boy locally 
produced charcoal for virtually afi stores. 

Target - fay the end of 1997: to have 
50% of UK sources of charcoal 
independently ce rtifie d. 

Working Conditions in 
Developing Countries 

. Working conditions in developing 
countries is a difficult and emotional 
issue. The most publicised example is the 
abuse of child or bonded labour. 
However, we believe the issue is more 
complex than just child labour. We have 
seen factories where as well as 
environment controls, health and safety 
can also be improved. 

We have worked with suppliers to 
introduce basic health and safety 
measures in coir door mat, rug and 
brassware factories in India. We visit 
factories and if required request 
improvements. The scale and complexity 
of our supply base makes this a huge 
initiative. 

By the end of 1 996 we plan to finalise a 
method of audit and random follow up 
visits using local specialists for our entire 
Indian supply base. This will be used as a 
trial for similar initiatives across the 
world. 

It will be several years before we are 
satisfied with the working conditions in 
our factories. However, we firmly believe 
working with our suppliers is the only 
way forward and is preferable to bans or 
boycotts which result in more hardship 
for the workers. 

PVC 

PVC has long been associated, rightly 
or wrongly, with dioxin contamination 
during PVC production and waste 
incineration. Also many PVC products 
contain phthalates. This chemical has 
been connected with the decline in 
fertility rates and the feminisation of some 
animal species. Some environmental 
campaigners are trying to persuade 
businesses to phase out PVC altogether. 
The industry has responded by focusing 
on the benefits of PVC and questioning 
the validity of the scientific theories. 
The issue facing B&Q is that both points 
of view have merit 



The science is ambiguous and there is 
as yet no consensus as to the true extent 
of tire problem or to the solution. We will 
not take sides - but we want to do what is 
right for the environment 

We shall be financing a PhD student to 
work on this issue for three years to focus 
on reviewing the literature and relating it 
specifically to the B&Q product range. 
Chemical analyses will be undertaken as 
and when necessary. We will act on the 
research findings as soon as key facts are 
identified. 

What of the other issues? 
Supplier Assessment 

There are so many issues for B&Q to 
resolve, we cannot resolve them all 
alone. We must get all our suppliers 
involved. Since 1991, it has been 
company policy for all our 600 suppliers 
to have an environmental policy, backed 
up by an action plan. By the middle of 
1994, over 95% of our suppliers had a 
policy - an improvement of 85% since 
.1991. ... 

Building on that progress in July 1995 
B&Q launched a supplier assessment 
programme called QUEST which 
included both quality and environmental 
performance. QUEST, which stands for 
the Quality, Ethics, Safety & Treatment of 
products, measures suppliers on ten key 
quality or environmental principles. 

The extensive amount of information 
which needs to be processed has caused 
bottlenecks, but despite this we know that 
QUEST is the correct approach. Any 
suppliers not meeting a certain grade will 
not have any new products listed until 
they have addressed the problem 
concerned. Continued inaction will result 
in a company being de-listed. Of our 
existing suppliers, 30% have been re- 
assessed and the average grades for the 
five environmental principles are:- 


QUEST 6 
Average grade: 3.4 
Environmental Poficy and Awareness 
Suppliers' understanding of the 
environmental issues associated with their 
products and their commitment to resolving 
them is graded by assessing the suppliers' 
published environmental policy. 

QUEST 7 
Average grade: 3.2 

Environments! Action and Achievements 
To ensure that a supplier's environmental 
achievement does not consist of only writing 
a good policy, suppliers' achievements are 
awarded a separate grade for action. 

QUEST 8 
Average grade 2 J 
Internationa/ Supply Chains 
B&Q believes that the issue of poor working 
conditions in factories In developing 
countries are a significant issue for retailers. 
Therefore suppliers' understanding and 
commitment to this issue is awarded a 
separate grade. 

QUEST 9 
Average grade 3.9 
Packaging and Environmental Claims 
The suppliers' ability to meet all the possible 
future legal requirements to minimise the 
amount of packaging used and design for 

recycling is joindy assessed with the 
accuracy and benefits or problems caused by 
any environmental claims on a product. 

QUEST 10 
Average grade: 3.5 
Timber 

The suppliers' ability to meet B&Q's present 
and future requirements of its timber policy 
and targets. 

-n** based on wlung Code A - S. Grade B o 4. Code C = 3. 
Coder? » 2. Grade E = I and 592 o^pUen » at I BLl IA*. 


B&Q Store Performance - 
Waste Management & 
Local Agenda 21 

We have the potential to make vast 
improvements in our own performance in 
terms of reducing our waste, recycling 
unused materials and working with the 
local community. This not only helps the 
environment but also saves us a small 
fortune] 

Our Huddersfield store has formed a 
partnership with Kirklees Metropolitan 
Coqncil addressing waste and energy 
management, staff awareness, customer 
communication plus community projects. 

The store's waste minimisation 
initiative has involved donations of waste 
items to focal schools and the staff 
together with Kirklees Metropolitan 
Council have cleaned up the stretch 
of the River Colne adjacent to the 
store. 


wmMmm 



The intention is to use this example as a 
case study to encourage other stores to 
become involved with their local 
authority's Local Agenda 21 programme. 
Agenda 21 is a global environmental 
action plan signed by the Government at 
the Earth Summit in 1992. AH local 
councils are responsible for delivering 
improvements such as waste 
minimisation, energy efficiency and 
environmental enhancement 

QUEST for stores 

In October we started to trial a new 
procedure for assessing the environmental 
performance of stores. This is based on 
QUEST for suppliers. There are 10 
principles on which stores are graded. 

I Staff Awareness . 

Waste Legislation 
Zero Waste 

Litter Control ' 

Customer Recycling Facilities 

Energy Management 

Customer Communication 

Environmental and Community 
Interaction 

Environmental Awareness of the 
Management Team 

Enthusiasm of the Environmental 
Officer and Support from the 
Management Team 

Forty stores are taking part in the pilot 
but it is intended to be available for all 
our stores by the middie of next year. 

The more problems we 
solve, the more we find 
to solve 

This is a summary of our actions. The 
complexity of the issues is immense and 
we know there is more we can do. 

If you would like mote detailed 
information, please fill in the coupon by 1 
ticking tiie relevant boxes and send it with 
a stamped addressed envelope (at least 
21cm x 22cm) to: Dr. Alan Knight, .. 
B&Q pic, 1 Hampshire Corporate ' 
Park, Chandlers Ford, Eastleigh, 
Hants, S053 3YX. 


—I How Green 
Is My Front Door? 
(120 page environment review) 

July 95, 75p SAE 


I Timber Update . 

(poster) 

February 96, 25p SAE 


Information on B&Q's environmental 
programme can also be found on our site 
on the internet. The address is 
httpyAvww.diy.co.uk 


Reporting on our impact on the environment 
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Chinese rule big Mac is a restaurant to take away 

eresa Poole ... .. ... . .. . „ . 


Teresa Poole 

Peking 

As dawn broke in Peking yesterday, 
Chere was no sign of Ronald Me- 
Donald on his prime-site bench two 
blocks from Tiananmen Square. In- 
deed, the bench had disappeared too. 
But this was not simply another 
statistic in the city’s crime wave. In 
a rare defeat for the world's biggest 
fast-food chain, the might of the 
Peking Municipal Government has 


sfant the world's biggest McDonald's. 
Ronald has moved out and the bull- 
dozers will be moving in to way 

for a massive Hong Kong- financed 
shopping and office development \es- 
terda y; the building was fenced off by 
striped plastic awning. 

McDonald's was told two years ago 
that ft would have to vacate its flag- 
ship premises on the comer of 
Peking’s most famous shopping 
street, Wangftying, and the city's 
main east-west azte*$ the Avenue of 


Eternal Peace. This came as some- 
thing of a surprise to the company, 
which opened the 756-seat outlet in 
1992 believing that it had signed a 20- 
year land-use agreement for the site. 
The foreign business community was 
generally taken aback by the news, 
fearing for other such agreements. 

With the demolition men ap- 


opened between McDonald's and 
the Peking government. Then came 
an unexperted stay of execution when 


work was halted on the proposed mas- 
sive Oriental Plaza development be- 
cause it was deemed to break height 
restrictions for central Peking. Ori- 
ental Plaza Is backed by the Hong 
Kong tycoon Li Ka-shlng »nri his 
company Cheung Kong, 

When the Oriental Plaza finally 
renegotiated its {dans earlier this you; 
Ronald McDonald’s tenure began to 

look tenuous. Yesterday, Marvin 
Whalej; president of McDonald's 
China Development Company, said 


in a statement that the company had 
agreed to move its restaurant *4n a 
spirit of teamwork and partnership" 
with the Peking government- The gen- 
eral manager of McDonald’s in 
Pfeking, Tim Lai, said: “Both sides are 

still happy; and I think the Peking 
government helps ns a tot" 

Details of the agreement, and any 


According to Mr Lai, McDonald’s ex- 
pects in two years to have opened two 

new outlets on Wangjfyjing, tut the 


sites have not yet been finalised. 

Judging bythefasi-paced expan- 
sion of the Big Mac in Peking over 
the past year, the company seems to 
have used leverage from the Wang- 
ftijing situation to secure the swift 
opening of other premises. The 
number of McDonald’s restaurants 
in Peking has jumped from six when 
the removal notice was mooted in 
1994, to 29 by the end of this year. 
There are more than 100 branches 
of McDonald's in China. 


French 

drivers 

face 

the sack 


Protesters 
stand firm 



Milosevic 


Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 


Tens of thousands of Serbs de- 
fied government warnings and 
demonstrated against President 
Slobodan Milosevic yesterday as 
the authorities contemplated us- 
ing force to end two weeks of 
street unrest Braving freezing 
temperatures and heavy snow, 
a crowd led by students 
marched through Belgrade, 
some carrying flowers to sym- 
bolise their commitment to 
peaceful protest 
. The ruling Socialist Party 
and Belgrade police turned up 
the pressure on the opposition 
on Sunday, warning that their 
patience was wearing thin and 
they would crack down hard on 
any violence or illegal behav- 
iour. Students in the capital re- 
sponded by sending an open 
letter to the police that said: 
“We don’t want violence. Words 
are our only weapon." 

Opposition activists suspect 
that Mr Milosevic is looking for 
an excuse to break up the daily 
demonstrations, which represent 
ihemost serions challenge to his 
rule. since. he took. power as Ser- 
bia’s Communist leader in 1987. 
Leaders of the Zajedno (To- 
gether) coalition of opposition 


parties say that government 
provocateurs were responsible 
for violent incidents last week, 
when youths smashed windows 
at the headquarters of the M3b- 
seviocontrolled state television 
and the newspaper PoMka. 

Mr Milosevic, who used tanks 
to suppress street protests in 
Belgrade in March 1991, has so 
far kept his security forces in re- 
serve. Until last Sunday, he 
appeared to be calculating that 
his tight control of the media, 
state administration and secu- 
rity apparatus would eventual- 
ly cause the demonstrations to 
fizzle out 

Yet the protests have begun 
to attract woriring-dass support, 
a disturbing sign for the au- 
thorities. Zoran Djindjic, an op- 
position leader who has tried to 
organise trade union support for 
strikes to bring down Mr Milo- 
sevic, said: “We shall bring the 
political crisis to boiling point," 

A violent crackdown on the 
opposition would destroy the 
■ p rogi ess Mr Milosevic had made 
since 1993 in changing his image 
abroad from thalcfbeflioose na- 
tionalist to supporter of peace in 
.Croatia' and Bosnia. Violence 
would almost certainly rule out 
the removal of the so-called 
“outer wall" of international 


significant shorts 


Burmese 
students take 
to streets 

At least 1.500 Burmese uni- 
versity students staged the sec- 
ond street demonstration in 
six weeks yesterday when they 
moved a peaceful sit-ia 
protest ta-the streets of Ran- 
goon. Among their demands 
were that the government 
grant students more inde- 
pendence and investigate po- 
lice brutality. 

Some of the students took 
part in a sit-in at the Yangon 
1 Rangoon J Institute of 
Technology {.YTD earher in 
the day, before marching 
ihree miles to the_ gates of 
Rangoon University. 

Reuters - Rangoon 

Africa drops 
, Boutros Ghali 

In a blow to United Nations 
Secretary-General Boutros 
gouiros Ghati’s candidacy 
tor a second Lerm, the 
nresideni of the Organism™ 

ofAfricafl Unity, Phul Biya, 
hJsaid that African nations 
Multidrop their aipport 
and find new 

^ndidatesforthe top UN 
- i. h.*.-iuse of American 

J 'nnf*iuon to the Egyptian 

■ r ^hent On 19 November, 

„ ,cT-uivc vote against Mr 
So* Ghali i the 
p^niembfr UN council. 
VnUed Nations 

jYenchcall 
for revenge 

. , ^ajd that it would ask 

authorities to 

wai^the dipiotnaue 

igSSSSK* . 

ptstsusr 

1,1 ' ^ accident 10 days ago. 
r °The ambassador was said 
J? driving UOkm per 
L in a 30 km zone on 
S^oScmber when two 
^ntesceflt boys were hit and 
rffJdin the Riviera resort of 
^ .nfon Mr Ramazam Baya 
Ks already left for Kinshasa. 
tf a r?D& vs ^-' Pans 


Russian forces 

commander 

‘stunned’ 

The commander of Russia's 
land forces, sacked by 
President Boris Yelisin for 
“actions incompatible with 
his post", said he was 
shinned by the news and 
denied any wrongdoing. Mr 
Yeltsin signed an order 
sacking General Vladimir 
Semyonov on Saturday Tor 
actions which discredit the 
honour ... of a serviceman". 
Reuters ~ Moscow 

Man admits 
Briton deaths 

A 26-y ear-old man 
surrendered to police saying 
he was responsible for the 
murder of two British 
women in South Africa four 
years ago, police said. Jutie 
’Godwin, from Northampton, 
and Elizabeth Over, who 
lived in South Africa, were 
hacked to death on a 
deserted stretch of beach 
north of Sodwana Bay in 
1992. Baders - Durban 

Fear in the 
West Bank 

Yasser Arafat’s Palestinian 
Authority has been involved 
in a growing number of 
human rights abuses over 
the past two years. Amnesty 
International said in a 
report The practice has 
created a “climate of fear 
nnd intimidation" in the ^ 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
the human rights group said. 
AP - Gaza City 


Kremlin man 
wins Moldova 


Petru Lucinsctu, who was 
once a leading communist 
official in the Krentim, was 
elected president of 
Moldova after beatmg Je 
former Sovictrepubbcs first 
post-independence leader. 
Kd C nt'MircenSnejur,m 

a run-off vote on Sunday. 

Reuter; - Chisinau 




Say it with flowers: A student makes a gesture of peace to a policeman during protests in Belgrade yesterday Photograph: Darko Vojinovic/AP 


sanctions against Serbia, which 
include denial of access to the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund and 
suspension of membership in the 
Organisation of Security and Co- 
operation in Europe (OSCE). 

Carl Bildt, the Swedish offi- 
cial in charge of civilian aspects 
of the Dayton peace settle- 
ment for Bosnia, said yesterday 


that Mr Milosevic must refrain 
from violence against the op- 
position, since a political crisis 
in Serbia could spread instability 
all over former Yugoslavia. “Vi- 
olence would dramatically in- 
crease the distance between 
the regime in Belgrade and 
the international community," 
he added. 


The problem for the Serbian 
opposition is not only to find 
ways of keeping up pressure on 
Mr Milosevic but to maintain the 
unity of Zajedno, a movement 
that includes liberals, national- 
ists and ex-nationalists, and a 
large trade union. Mr Djindjic 
and another opposition leader. 
Vuk Draskovic, once embraced 


a form of strident nationalism 
that seemed little different from 
that of Mr Milosevic. 

Both men now say they want 
to follow the example of coun- 
tries such as Poland and Hun- 
gary since 1989 and transform 
Serbia into a free-markei 
democracy. Mr Djindjic says he 
supports political pluralism and 


a law-based state and would re- 
spect the Bosnian peace accord. 

Even if Lhe opposition fails to 
topple Mr Milosevic its leaders 
believe they have inflicted ir- 
reparable damage on his image. 
“We have tom off his mask ... 
to show him as he really is - a 
small-time Balkan dictator." 
Mr Djindjic said. 


Mary Dejevsky 

Raris 

France’s trade unions yesterday 
hailed their victory’ in the 12- 
day-old kiny drivers' protest and 
urged other sectors to follow the 
hauliers' example in pursuing 
their demands. Lauding the mo- 
bile telephone and the fax ma- 
chine - which enabled 
roadblocks to be placed to max- 
imum effect -the unions' mes- 
sage was that strength lies in 
logistics and force prevails. 

For some, the victory may 
have heen Pyrrhic. Officials of 
one of the larger unions in- 
volved reported a spate of sack- 
ings of drivers on their first day 
hack at work. 

The government, meanwhile, 
was preserving a coolly diplo- 
matic front. The transport min- 
ister, Bernard Pons, said every- 
one had come out of the dispu te 
“with their dignity intact". The 
next stage should he complet- 
ed today, when union negotia- 
tors meet government officials 
to deride a decree on hours. 

The unions had an interest in 
declaring a “total victory" to end 
the protest cleanly, before the 
weather or fatigue did it for 
them. 

The government also had an 
interest in allowing the unioas 
to claim victory to ensure the 
roads reopened. 

However, there is a real sanc- 
tion. Employers may receive 
subsidies from the govemmenL 
but they are not tnc state sec- 
tor with bottomless pockets: 
some firms will shed jobs ; oth- 
ers will go out of business. 

The CFDT was sanguine 
about likely job losses yesterday, 
saying the haulage sector in 
France was "oversupph'eiT, that 
thousands of companies" went 
out of business every year, and 
that companies which observed 
agreed terms and conditions 
would be “happy" with the set- 
tlement because it would make 
for “fairer competition". 

The unions have chosen to 
“forget" that their call for high- 
er pay was reduced to accep- 
tance of a one-off “bonus" 
of 3.000 francs (£355). and that 
any working hours decree is un- 
likely to go beyond the EU di- 
rective on a maximum 48-hour 
working week. 


Rebel forces 
push deep 
into Zaire 


David Orr 

Nairobi 


Rebels in eastern Zaire are 
continuing to push westwards, 
driving the demoralised Zaire- 
an army (FAZ) before them. 
Missionaries evacuated from 
the area have reported looting 
and raping by Zairean troops 
fleeing north after the capture 
of a number of towns in the in- 
terior. The rebels, who are 
backed by neighbouring Rwan- 
da, are committed to toppling 
the regime of the Zairean 
president, Mobutu Sese Scko. 

A senior Zairean rebel com- 
mander said yesterday that 
rebels had entered Kisangani, 
the largest city in eastern Zaire, 
and were in control of pans of 
it. Commander John Knbunga, 
senior aide to the rebel leader 
Laurent Kabila, said in the town 
of Goma that rebel forces had 
reached Kisangani from the 
east by bypassing the interven- 
ing town (rf VfeKkale, where they 
had encountered difficulties. 

What started in October as a 
localised self-defence campaign 
by a group of ethnic Tuisis has 
become a foil-scale insurgency. 
Hie conflict, which has caused 
massive movements of panic- 
stricken people, is increasingly 
threatening to ignite the whole 
of central AfncaJIaving accused 
Rwanda’s Tffla-ted government 
of aiming and fitting alongside 
the rebels, Zaire has turned on 
Uganda, seen tty. many as lhe 
most stable coumzy in die region. 

Uganda admits shelling the 
Zairean town of Kasindi which 
It says was occupied by rebels 
imposed to the Ugandan Pres- 
ident, Yoweri Museveni But it 
denies having crossed the bor- 
der and occupiedpart of Zaire. 

Zaire xays h will counter- 
attack, though how it proposes 
to taclde the wdkrained Ugan- 
dan army, having failed to sup- 
press am uprising in its own back 
yard, is unclear. The Zairean 
government has repeatedly 
voicedits opposition to plans for 
the .deployment of a foreign in- 
leryemfon force in its eastern re- 
gion, haring lost control over it 
more than a month ago. 


More than 20 countries, 
among them Britain, the Unit- 
ed States and Germany, are due 
to contribute to the multi- 
national force which is being led 
by Canada. The scale of the in- 
tervention has been trimmed 
back radically in the face of 
widespread regional opposi- 
tion and growing evidence that 
not so many refugees are at risk 
as was originally thought. 

The United Nations and aid 
agencies have said that as many 
as 700,000 Rwandan refugees 
and Zairean civilians need to be 
rescued from eastern Zaire, 
baring been uprooted by fight- 
ing. But Rwanda - on whose 
territory the international com- 
munity originally wanted to 
base the intervention mission - 
says jew of its nationals remain 
in Zaire. Their claim is sup- 
ported by Unhedjftaies satel- 
lite pictures which show only 
small concentrations of 
refugees still m eastern Zaire. 

More than half a million 
Rwandan Hutus. returned to 
Rwanda last month from east- 
ern Zaire where they had lived 
in refugees camps for more 
than two years. . 

The intervention force has so 
far been unable to'get convoys 
of food and medical aid to the 
refugees. Taking their cue from 
their Rwandan backers, the 
Zairean rebels say they will 
only allow a handful of multi- 
nadonal [mflhaiy personnel into 
the territory they control. The 
rebels fear thatlhe presence of 
such a force could neutralise the 
amaang gains they continue to 
make against the FAZ and al- 
lied Rwandan Hutu militias. 

The Canadian-led force has 
been considering airdrops of 
food to the refugecs in eastern 
Zaire. So favhowever, U has 
only been able to deliver a 
smafl consignment of aid toThn* 
zania. Refugee ram ps there 
have recently SWeDed with an in- 
flux of Zaireans and Burundi- 
an Hmus fleefog eastern Zaire. 

Burundi has 
- in recent days, 

with Hutu rebels reporting ar- 
ta^ on Tutsi-tedaniw positions 
m five regions. 
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Newswoman of 


courage cuts 


through the lies 


Algiers : — Salima Ghezali 
dipped “her slice ofcake-tike 
bread into the dish erf “tnesfaciar, 
a tiaipaste of tomaio, peppers 
and onions which the waiter 
had brought to out table with a 
flourish when Algeria’s only fe- 
male newspaper editor walked 
into- his She spo ke 

quickly and quietly but with im- 
mense eloquence and courage. 
Journalists here are a dying 


INSIDE 
ALGERIA * 

IV'vn Vi<k i. 


Grim spectacle: Onlookers viewing the wreckage of a train coach destroyed by a bomb at Ambala station 
passengers were killed and 37 injured in the blast, which police say marks an upsurge in separatist violence 


m Punjab yesterday At least 12 
in the region Photograph: Reuters 


breed^* 69 have so far been shot, 
hadd^tlneatscutorbeeiitor- 
tured to death -but Ms Gh Ka- 
li canid not be more alive, her 
words as dorp as razor blades, 
her EsanPuras cuttme as a knife. 

Whs she afraid, we ask? She 
nods at us brightly. “Almqstall 
the time. Some days I fbiget to 
be afraid. Tbday? I was afraid 
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all last night but this morning 1 
woke up and the weather was 
beautiful and everything was 
OK. Sometimes I tty to con- 
vince myself that I'm a good 
Muslim so that 1 somehow get 
divine protection. It's very ir- 
rational, the way we build our 
psychological hopes. Sometimes 
there are days I phone my 
daughters or friends and we de- 
cide to say a prayer at the same 
rime in the evening to create a 
kind of ‘wave’. It’s a game that’s 
both serious and noil-serious. 
It’s completely iifational to 
create rites of this type - to pre- 
vent us saying to ourselves ’it 
comes when it comes'.” 

It - sudden and frightful 
death - gets banished to the 
edge of our conversation as Ms 
Ghezali, editor of the 60,000 cir- 
culation weekly La Nation, stud- 
ies the menu of cheese pastries 
and traditional Algerian brique 
' have 
eat. 


aim uauiuvMiiu 

a I'oeuf pizzas. “I always 
trouble deciding what to i 


die says suddenly. “The prob- 
lem of m 



[making decisions begins 
when you are raised in a coun- 
try where you have no choice 
about anything. My friends 
have the same problem - they 
have made political decisions 
but when meed with choices, 
they can’t do anything!" 

Ms Ghezali laughs at her own 
joke, a shake of the head turn- 
ing the kmg red hair on her shoul- 
ders. A divorced mother of two, 
she was a schoolteacher in the 
wild Mftidja hills before turning 
to journalism. She has been ed- 
itor in chief of ber liberal paper 
for two years. “Promotion comes 
earlier in wartime than in peace- 
time,” die observes gently. 

“There are a lot of young 
people who could be good jour- 
nalists in Algeria but they don't 
have the right training They 
don't lie on purpose. But in a 
country like tins, information is 
held exclusively by the author- 
ities -and this gives them an ex- 
treme margin of manipulation 
that enables them to control the 
journalists and makes them lie 
sincerely. A lot of journalists 
here are honest, respectable 
people but when they are told, 
for example, that a man has 
been killed by the Islamic 
Armed Group - the GIA - the 
journalists have no means to 
check, so they go ahead and say 
what they’re told." 

In the afternoon sunlight, 
Ms Ghezalfs face douds over. 
“There are terrible means of 
placing psychological control cm 
journalists here,” she says. “At 
the beginning of the attacks on 


Argentina steps 
up search for 
Nazi submarine 


PhS Davison 

Latin America Correspondent. 


It Ban image that has fosaoated 
and haunted Argentines sauce 
the end of the Second World 
War - Nazi officers dropped 
from U-boats, wading ashore 
with suitcases of gold ingots and 
disappearing into the night to 
take up new identities. 

Adolf Ekhmann, Josef Men- 
gele and Martin Bonn aim were 
among those who fled to South 
America, aided by a network 
partly fictionalisedby Frederick 
Forsyth in The Odessa File , to 
be welcomed by such leaders as 
Juan Domingo Peron. 

Now, Argentina’s President, 
Carlos Menem, has pledged to 
bade efforts to prove the stories 
were true. 

At the weekend he said the 
government would provide 
technology to try to find a 
U-boat believed to be embed- 
ded in shallow waters near the 
southern port of San Antonio. 
The navy and coastguard would 
join the search. 

Locals say they saw the sub- 
marine arrive in an area known 
Parrot’s Cove, disgorge 


iy when it published a photo- 
graph of the boat said to have 
been taken when it arrived in 
the cove, 1,300 miles south of 
Buenos Aires. lt got the picture 
from a member of a neo-Nazi 
group while researching a series 
on such groups' activities. 

A San Antonio resident, 
Gisella Bochi de Paesani, said 
she saw the submarine in 1945 
when she looked out of her win- 
dow to rest her eyes from blit- 
ting. “It disappeared toon 
afterwards, then I beard a plane 
go over, perhaps looking for the 
submarine.” 

Jewish sources said some of 
the Nazi booty arrived as gold, 
carried bv band or laundered 



journalists and intellectuals, 
the security services provided 
them with video-cassettes which 
shewed terrorists torturing and 
assassinating people, cutting 
their Lhroats. I know these cas- 
settes exist but I don’t know 
where they are. 

“The security authorities 
claim that the terrorists made 
these cassettes to show their vi- 
olences But you can also see how 
it’s an excellent way for the au- 
thorities to impress the people 
who are the conduit for infor- 
mation ~ that is, the journalists. 
I have spoken to some who have 
seen these cassettes - and after 
that, when you say the word ’po- 
litical dialogue’, they think you 
are a monster.” 

Tk Iking to Ms Ghezali is both 
an inspiring and deeply de- 
pressing. Inspiring because of 
her bravery, depressing because 
of her pessimism and because 
there are not many Salima 
Ghezalis in Algeria. . 

The winner of three inter- 
national press awards, including 
the International Press aiib’s 
prize awarded to her in Spain 
in July tins year, her paper was 
temporarily closed by the gov- 
ernment a "year ago. told 

our readers that the circum- 
stances for holding the presi- 
dential elections [which gave the 
presidency to General Liamine 
Zeroual] were not right. We said 
nothing would change. So they 
shut us down for two weeks. Un- 
fortunately, we were right” 

Last March, the government 
dosed La Nation again, this time 
for ah article on Algerian hu- 
man-rights violations. “The 
whole issue was seized. Ttoo 
weeks later, we were banned 
again because of an article 
about the ‘self-defence’ militias, 
even though Amnesty Interna- 
tional had said the same thing. 
The only news that the regime 
lets through is news that’s in its 
favour. VVc can get scoops but 
we can't print them. That’s why 
we dedded to publish analysis 
instead - but everything that’s 
outside the system has already 
been swept away, and if a news- 
paper like La Nation can con- 
tinue to exist, it’s because we are 
prepared as well to work with- 
in the q'stem.” 

After lunch, we drive La Na- 
tion's editor to her office' to col- 
lect this week’s edition, through 
the crowded downtown streets 
with their eternal, watching, 
unsmiling men. “It’s a job that's 
intellectually very frustrating," 
she says. “On a weekly, you have 
to explain all the lies that have 
been told all week so you can 
explain wbat you want to say. 
No one has ever called us in to 
discuss our line but we know 
what we can’t write. It’s com- 
plete self-censorship.” 
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banks by melting 
while 


and remoulding, While much 
also came in bank transfers via 


the “Evita trafl." 

The sources said that Peron 
sent bis then lover, Eva Duarte 

- later to be his wife, “Evita” 

- to Switzerland to arrange 
and oversee the transfers. 
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groups of shadowy figures and 
disappear. Jewish community 
leaders believe the Nazis were 
carrying gold and other trea- 
sures, much of it looted from 
victims of the Holocaust 

The U-boat has been spotted 
a few times since during, par- 
ticular weather conditions and 
low tides, and by a pilot, Mario 
Chironi, 15 years ago. He flew 
over the same area at the week- 
end to guide divers but so for 
they have found nothing. 

A local paper broke the sto- 
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; Euro strikes fear of 
? ipoverty into Bavaria 
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Rosenheim -— Jabbing a thumb 
towards Iiaiy, just 50 miles 
across the mountains, a shop 
reward in a small electronics 
acuity speaks of “fear". People 
if Rosenheim, a German bor- 
ler town, are afraid of the 
uro, Rudi Neumeier says. 
And with the news that Italy 
nijht join the single currency, 
sefear has deepened. There is 
ipof a mike in his factory, and 
gsewing unrest in the town. 

5onn says the euro will be 
god for us. But the people here 
bebve monetary union is dan- 
genus. Nobody t hinks the euro 
wflbe as strong as the mark, es- 
poaily if countries like Italy are 
in.Vnd now the bosses want to 
tak away our sickness benefits,"’ 
heaid, bolding up a contract 
wkh he says is being broken. 

>ver at Rosenheim town 
hd, the message is Lhe same. 
“Eople are becoming more 
ari more afraid of this euro. 
Tby don't understand what it 
wi mean,” said Horst Rankle, 
a xal official, who complains 
tht the expensive Brussels 
srety rules closed down a local 
shjghter house. 

“We in the towns are having 
t< cut our spending because 
Emn needs to meet the Maas- 
tcht rules. We cannot build our 

cw kindergarten, and maintain 
or historic monuments. And 
edinaxy people think they are 
king asked to carry too much 
t the burden of the euro on 
aeir shoulders. They are reai- 
r scared - much more than a 
ear ago." 

It is hard to believe that such 
security can be taking hold in 
his prosperous, picture post- 
Sird corner of southern 
livaria, where winter visitors 
bowse in lavish stores, and 
tb only rumblings normally 
bard are from the trail of gi- 
ajt trucks heading up to the 
Benner Pass. 

Europe’s leaders talk of gjet- 
tifc closer to “the citizens", but 
hsje so far ignored the citizens’ 
dabts about the euro. In the 

! i to the crucial Dublin 
it of European Union 
yf government next week, 
nblings are building to a 
and nowhere more so 
i the powerful German 
tale" of Bavaria, 
elmut Kohl, the German 
ellor. is forced to slam on 
ro brakes, ahead of the 


in the first of three reports, Sarah Helm assesses how 
Europe’s most prosperous regions view monetary union 
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federal elections in 1998, it wiD 
be partly thanks to pressure 
from Bavaria. Most people here 
believe the single currency will 
come eventually, but hope it will 
not be for several years. 

Public awareness of the im- 
pact of a single currency is 
bound to be most acute in Eu- 
rope's frontier regions, where 
cross-border economic ties are 
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an everyday reality. Rome's de- 
cision last week to rejoin the ex- 
change rate me chanism, seen as 
a serious effort to make the 
grade for European monetary 
union (Emu), reverberated 
across the Alpine frontiers of 
Italy. Austria and Germany. 

It might seem logical that here 
close ties would produce most 
support for the euro. Bavaria is 
at the heart of Europe, with the 
lowest unemployment in Ger- 
many. In the Munich board- 
rooms of BMW or Siemens, the 
company directors who have so 
successfully globaEsed Bavaria's 
trade say that a stable euro must 


be good for exports. In Bavaria, 
which carries out nearly 60 per 
cent of its trade with Italy, the 
prospect of a more stable lira, 
tied into a single currency, 
should have been welcomed. 

Bavarian milk in tankers 
pours through Alpine tunnels 
every day, and returns as Italian 
cheese. Ordinary Bavarians 
should welcome the convenience 
of the euro. They have always 
been the first to seek to profit 
from the cheap lira, travelling to 
Italy for bargain holidays, and 
flocking across to Italy’s south Ty- 
rol for goods after the last lira 
devaluation. 

But now that the mark seems 
threatened by Rome’s desire to 
join Emu, this proximity pro- 
duces little fellow feeling. Inti- 
mate knowledge of the lira’s ups 
and downs has only confirmed 
Bavarian suspicion of the weak- 
er currency, which they believe 
wfl] enfeeble the euro and rink 
the mark. 

Bavaria may be rich, but it 
sees no reason why it should get 
poorer for the sake of Emu. 
Germany may not have Italy’s 
“Euro tax" - a measure pro- 
posed by Romano Prodi. the 
Italian Prime Minister, to re- 
duce bis budget deficit -but new 
budget cuts imposed by Mr 
Kohl to bring the German fi- 
nances into Ime amount to just 
such a tax in many eyes. 

Bavarian metal workers are 
threatening an all-out strike in 
the spring over cuts in sickness 
and holiday pay, and paranoia 
about new cuts m Christmas pay 
and pensions was evident in 
Rosenheim. Bavarian jobs with 
companies such as BMW are al- 
ready going outside Europe to 
countries in Aria and eastern 
Europe, where costs are cheap- 
er, the unions say. 

“If Europe means that the 
standards of the workers are all 
raised to the highest level then 
it is good," Rudi Neumeier 
says. “But, instead, we see our 
standards going down to the lev- 
els in Italy, Portugal and Spain.” 

It is no coincidence that Ger- 
many’s toughest demands for 
main taining strict economic cri- 
teria for membership of Emu 
are issuing from Munich. Theo 
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■ German 
racist 
thugs 
r J® jailed 


Waigel, the hard-line German 
finance minister, who devised 
the so-called “stability pact”, a 
controversial system of rules and 
fines for Emu members which 
will be discussed at Dublin, is 
a Bavarian. 

“We can have no tricks - no 
creative accounting," Erwin 
Huber, the Bavarian finance 
minister, said. Mr Huber says 
openly that the euro cannot go 
ahead without the support of 
the people. “There can be no 
point of no return.” 

Edmund- Stoiber, the right- 
wing president of Bavaria, 
whose CSU party is a partner 
with Mr Kohl’s ruling CDU, has 
come close to calling for a de- 
lay. Unlike most German politi- 
cians, Mr Stoiber, of a younger 
generation than Helmut Kohl, 
sees nothing taboo in Euro- 
sceptitism. He is at present 

‘Ordinary people 
feel they are 
being asked to 
carry too much 
of the burden of 
the euro’ 


leading Bavaria’s fight with the 
European Court over a ruling 
that it illegally gave state aid to 
Mazhuette the local steel com- 
pany. Mr Stoiber sees Europe 
not as another “United Stales” 
but a “federation of regions”. 

Furthermore, he knows that 
attacking Brussels can bring in 
the votes. Just across the bor- 
der in Austria. Jorg Haider's ex- 
treme right Freedom Party 
recently won 27.6 per cent of the 
vote in European Parliament 
elections, playing an anti-Emu 
card. In Bavaria not only are 
fears of the euro deepening, but 
there is also evidence that if 
national currencies are abol- 
ished without time to prepare 
the public, monetary union 
could alienate opinion against 
political union too. 

Tbmorrow; South Tyrol 
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Image of tranquillity: Prosperous Bavaria may be, but insecurity is taking hold as 
the citizens feel increasingly that their doubts about Emu are being ignored 


Imre Karats 

Bonn 

Two neo-Nazis were yesterday 
jailed by a Potsdam court for a 
racist attack on three black 
Britons which left one paralysed. 

The incident in June in 
Mahlow. south of Berlin, ex- 
posed persistent xenophobia 
in lhe former east Germany and 
the indifference of local forces 
of law am! order. For three 
weeks, police in Brandenburg 
made Ifitlc effort to carch the 
culprits. Their attention was fi- 
nally drawn 10 the attack by re- 
ports in the Berlin Tagcsxintng. 
and the investigation of an of- 
ficial dealing with foreigners. 

The culprits were then eas- 
ily identified, boasting as they 
were of their exploits at the 
place which they usually fre- 
quent- the Mahlow railway 
station. 

That was where the chase be- 
gan on that June night. Shout- 
ing “nigger", they pursued the 
Britons as they tried to drive 
away. One of’ the skinheads. 
Mario Potter. 24. threw a brick 
through the rear window: the 
car swerved and hit a tree. 

Noel Martin. 56. a labourer 
from Birmingham, was paral- 
ysed from the neck down. The 
passengers. Michael Ricketts 
and Wfeishinclnn Gladstone, 
escaped with light injuries. 

“We are ashamed of the 
many cases of blind xenophobia 
in Brandenburg.” said the 
judge, Oaus Przybilla. “I hope 
tilts" verdict will' 'shake up the 
people of Brandenburg." he 
added, jailing Poller for eight 
years and Sandro Ristau. IS. for 
five years. 

Both admitted to mixing with 
neo-Nazis, though they denied 
belonging to any party. They 
were convicted of grievous 
i bodily harm after the prosecu- 
tor failed to make a case for 
attempted murder. 

Organised racist attacks have 
abated in east Germany but for- 
eigners arc still the target of ran- 
dom violence. Two weeks ago an 
18-vear-old went on trial in 
Oranicnhurg. near Berlin, for 
the murder of another British 
building worker. Lee Haw- 
thorn. in 1994. He allegedly lied 
Mr Hawthorn to his" car aud 
dragged him for Jive miles. 
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Bernard Rose 


Bernard Rose was one of the gi- 
ants of English choral muse in 
the post-war era. He was one of 
the defining choir trainers of his 
generation, a larger-than-life, 
chain-smoking, colourful, rum- 
bustious personality, who took 
his choir at Magdalen College, 
Oxford, to new heights and did 
much to assist the upsurge in 
wider choral and cathedral mu- 
sic standards which has since 
followed 

Initially a Cambridge man - 
at the age of 18 he won an or- 
gan scholarship to St Cath- 
arine's College (over Edward 
Heath, who went on to get 
Balliol) - Rose was a fast ach- 
iever. He received his early 
grounding in harmony and 
counterpoint, at which he later 
excelled as a teacher, from 
Walter Alcocfc at Salisbury, at 
the Royal College, and from 
Hubert Middleton at Trinity, 
Cambridge, and had already 
made a name for himself as 
conductor of CUMS, the Cam- 
bridge University Muric Society, 
and at the Queen’s College, Ox- 
ford, where he was tutor in mu- 
sic from 1939 to 1957, before 
progressing to Magdalen. But 
his 24 years there as Fellow, Or- 
ganist and Informaior Choris- 
tarum were to prove the high 
point of his career. 

Rose started as he meant to 
gp on, inheriting Dudley Moore 
as his first organ scholar and 
clearing out the stables, re- 
placing the last lay clerks with 
undergraduate choral scholars 
(Academical Clerks) and mak- 
ing rapid improvements in the 
standard of choral evensong, 
the service which was the 
Magdalen chapel’s lifeblood. 

Seeking the best for the col- 
lege, he was never sparing of 
himself. He built on and de- 
veloped Magdalen’s extensive 
repertoire, one of the largest 
ami most varied anywhere in the 
country; established a unique- 
ly vigorous and dramatic man- 
ner of psalm-singing; and 
insisted on the highest standards 
and precision of enunciation. 
He was more instinctive than 
systematic in his approach, and 
could be more than prickly 
where standards were not de- 
livered, but generations of bays 
and men have cause to be 
grateful for his meticulous, im- 
passioned, and at best inspired, 
direction. 

There were many defining 
points in Rose's long career. 
The first was probably the death 
of his father when he himself 
was aged three, which may 
have lad something to do with 
the patent insecurity and vul- 
nerability which drove him lat- 
er on, and the extremes of 
intolerance, warmth and gen- 


In the stress of battle one inci- 
dent will sometimes reveal the 
character of the soldier. In Aden 
in 1967 just such an incident oc- 
curred, revealing much about the 
then Major David Miller. 

On the morning of 20 June 
a rumour spread that four 
colonels of the South Arabian 
army had been arrested and dis- 
missed. The South Arabian 
army rioted and fired off shots 
which were heard in a nearby 
Arab police barracks in Cham- 
pion Lines, directly opposite 
Radsan Camp, which was oc- 
cupied by British forces. The 
Arab police assumed that the 
British had opened fire on the 
South Arab army and started to 
fire indiscriminately across the 
road. A three-ton vehicle with 
19 British soldiers on board, un- 
aware of the shooting, passed 
between the two camps. The 
Arab police opened fire and 
nine soldiers were killed. 


eroaty which epitomised his 
dealings with people. The death 
led toa move with his mother 
to Salisbury, where he became 
a leading boy chorister in the Al- 
cock years, and possessed a 
solo voice of such calibre and 
renown that he was lined up as 
standby fbrwbat became tbe fa- 
mous Ernest Lush recording of 
Mendelssohn’s Hear My Prayer. 

With the support of Writer 
Akock be progressed to the 
Royal College of Music and 
then Cambridge, where he re- 
ceived close encouragement 
from Boris Ord and Patrick 
(“Paddy”) Hadley, who also 
helped financially. His success 
at CUMS led directly to the in- 
terest of Sir Adrian Boult, who 
invited him to Quaker’s Or- 
chard, his Surrey home, to meet 
other conductors, and paved tbe 
way for a job offer from the 
BBC. In tbe end, Rose stayed 
with the academic life forwhich 
he was cut out, and accepted an 
offer to become tutor in music; 
at Queen’s, moving to Oxford 
and settling into a college 
hostel on the Iffley Road. 

His world was in upheaval, 
anyway, in two ways. In 1938 he 
had met, and by Christmas 
1939 had married, Molly Mar- 
shall, moving then to their first 
joint home in Norfaam Gardens. 
He also signed up for the Roy- 
al Armoured Corps, typically 
fell out with his commanding of- 
ficer on a point of principle, and 
transferred from the Noithants 
and later 4th County of London 
Yeomanry. In due coarse he was 

the^Desert Rats" in tfu; cam- 
paign of El Alamein before be- 
ing transferred from North 
Africa to Italy. His wife mean- 
while piloted for ADL the Air 
Transport Auxiliary, lire com- 
radeship of these war years 
was something which coloured 
each of their outlooks, and the 
value they jointly placed on 
hospitality and friendship, 
thereafter. 

The D-Day campaign in 
northern Erancre proved more 
traumatic. By then promoted 
captain and regimental ad jutant, 
Rose landed unscathed at Ar- 
romanches, only to see his unit 
carved to pieces by the German 
tank gunnezs and aitiUeiy a few 
days later at Villers-Bocage. 
He was taken prisoner, and 
spent the remainder of the war 
as a POW in central Germany. 

Returning to Oxford, where 
he later became the first official 
Fellow in Music at Queen’s, 
Rose threw himself into his 
duties with undisguised aplomb. 
For the Eglesfield Musical So- 
ciety he conducted major pre- 
mieres of works by Vaughan 
Williams, and by his friend 


and departmental colleague 
Edmund Rubbra. 

Rose was fortunate in en- 
countering early on a clutch of 
pupils, some seeking him out 
from other colleges, of the 
highest calibre. Kenneth Leigh- 
ton. later Professor of Music at 
Edinburgh and a noted com- 
poser, was one of these, and 
went on to become a close per- 
sonal friend. Another, unex- 
pected, spin-off from Queen's 
was Rose’s encounter, and sub- 
sequent longstanding friend- 
ship, with the conductor 
Leopold Stokowski. 

By now a family had come 
along (three sons) and tbe Ros- 
es were happily ensconced out- 
side Oxford at Bampton, where 
Bernard could indulge his pas- 
skm for cricket, for a time cap- 
taining the local team. la 
parallel with his music. Rose was 
a natural craftsman, and loved 
working with wood, addS which 
he put to good effect in the 
beautifully restored family 
homes both there and at near- 
by Appleton. Many a chorister 
or colleague enjoyed the ben- 
efits of the Roses’ charming, and 
sometimes riotous, hospitality. 
Bernard also took a growing in- 
terest in the City of Oxford Sil- 
ver Band, which he conducted, 
and of which he was later a keen 
President for 10 years. 

But it was for his quarter- 
century as organist of Mag- 
dalen that Bernard Rose wfll be 
most remembered The calibre 
of his boys was a testimony in 
itself. He set about his work with 
the choir with a passion, and 
single-handedly created one of 
the finest singing vehicles in the 
country, capable on a good day 
of matching St John's or King’s 
in his own old university of 


ongoing friendly rivalry with his 
friend David Luznsden’s New 
College choir, just up the road. 

Rose’s approach was ever 
robust He could generate the 
most appalling tenaons in a 
beys’ or men’s practice, only to 

mar fioiu them — and fr om him- 

self -minutes later in a service, 
the mast surpassing, moving and 
committed performances. On 
bad days he would join in the 
smgmg , embarrassingly, or over- 
awe and cow hjs charges so that 
they sung mesmerised, malting 
errors all over the shop. At oth- 
er times he was sweetness and 
light itsel£ bringing a delicate 
sense ofinspired musical phras- 
ing to Renaissance or Roman- 
tic repertoire alike, and illuming 
the Magdalen psalms into a mu- 
sical masterpiece, and a gen- 
uine, tasteful art of worship and 
praise. 

This was never more so than 
those rare occasions when an 
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evensong consisted of his own 
music. Rose made no special 
claims for his output, but his 
compositions had stamped 
upon them the clear mark of a 
miniaturist master-craftsman. 
His responses and psalm chants 
alone were exemplary - in- 
deed, the Magdalen ebantbook 
which Rose evolved over the 
years was one of his finest 
achievements. But his Evening 
Canticles, especially the little- 
known unaccompanied Short 
Service, his shorter anthems and 
longer pieces - notably the 
HastSo^gforStCeaha, with its 
haunting soprano solo setting 
words by his son (the conduc- 
tor, Gregory Rose) and the 
Catharine Ode, composed for .. 
the quincentenary of his old col- 
lege - all bear witness to his- 
alertness, imaginat ion and gen- 
uine inspiration in writing for 
choir. 

Rose's natural habitats were 
the organ loft, practice room 
and his teaching room (the at- 
mosphere peppered alternate- 
ly by guffaws, biting sarcasm and 


unmentionable oaths). He was 
also, however, a distinguished 
editor of church music. His 
edition ofMusica Deo Sacra m 

the “Farfy Fngfnth fJnirrti Mu- 
ac" series is a model of its kind, 
and pays tribute to a compos- 
er whose music, in manuscript 
or printed form, was a staple 
item of Magdalen College even- 
songs. He nursed many other 
early composers, some of them 
his predecessois, into tbe reper- 
toiy - Nicholson, Rogers, Ap- 
pleby, Sheppard, Daniel 
Puree IL It was undoubtedly a 
tribute to him that so many 
ground-breaking choral groups 
- the Qerkesof Oxenforde, the 
Sixteen, the Tallis Scholars - 
.stemmed, directly or indirectly, 
from the pioneering efforts 
lie himself made' with the 
Magdalen choir. 

Rose’s almost ■ Yorkshire 
plain speaking could lead him 
to say things he would after- 
wards come to regret, and even 
earn him enemies; bat his self- 
drive, his catalystic flair, his oc- 
casional downright earthiness 


Maj-Gen David Miller 


C Company of 1 King’s Own 
Border Raiment, under Miner’s 
command, was ordered by Lt- 
Col Mike Walsh (commanding 
officer of the 1st Parachute 
Battalion) to get into Champi- 
on Lines, restore order and pro- 
tect the lives of the few British 
personnel serving with the Arab 
police. This was a tough task, for 
C Company had to cross 300 
yards of open desert from the 
camp, in the face of fire, which 
they were unable to return. 
Casualties were a certainty. 

At 10.45am C Company 
moved off and almost immedi- 
ately the noefaine-gonneroathe 
leading vehicle was shot dead 
and a further eight men wound- 
ed Miller, regardless of the dan- 
ger, pressed home the assault 
Once in Champion Lines, his 
men quickly restored order 
without having to inflict casu- 
alties. Later \\&Ish was to write: 
The restraint and discipline of 



MiBcr: chari sma tic l ea d ership 

that company was outstanding, 
and I believe also that both the 
police and army were deeply im- 
pressed by that action, for it did 
much to restore their respect for 
British troops.” Miller was 
awarded a Military Gross. 

David Miller was born in 
1931 in Essex. After schooling 


in Lough ton he went on to 
Sandhurst, from where he was 
commissioned into the Border 
Regiments in 1951 and served 
with them in Egypt. Prom 1953 
to 1955 be framed National Ser- 
vicemen at Carlisle Castle. In 
1957 he was appointed to Spe- 
cial Intelligence duties in Berlin 
and in 1960 seconded to the Nig- 
erian military forces. While 
there; he passed the examination 
for Staff College, Camber! ey, 
and after graduating became a 
Staff Officer (Thaining) at GHQ 
Par East Land Forces. 

After attending the Joint 
Services Staff College in 1970, 
Miller took command of 1 
King’s Own Bonier Regiment 
for their resident tour of North- 
era Ireland. During Operation 
Motorman, the “No Go” areas 
of the Creggan in Londonder- 
ry meant little to 600 Cumbri- 
an soldiers ably led by Miller. 
However, he did have a near 


miss when an IRA bomb ex- 
ploded under his Land Rover. 

Following this, he joined the 
directing stiff of the National 
Defence College, then went on 
to the Ministry -of Defence 
where he was responsible for 
monitoring Warsaw Part activ- 
ities by Nato and the British 
Army of the Rhine. In 1978 he 
retnroed to Northern Ireland to 
command the ever-expanding 
Ulster Defence Regiment. He 
led them well and was particu- 
larly supportive of the female 
members of the regiment, tbe 
“Green Finches". 

Rom. 1980 to 1983 Mfilerwas 
Chief of Staff BAOR, and in 
1984 was promoted Major- 
General ana posted to the spe- 
cialised and semi-diplomatic 
role of Chief of Staff and head 
of the UK delegation at Sup- 
reme HQ Allied Powers Eu- 
rope. He was COIonel of his 
beloved King’s Own Border 


Regiment from 1981 to 1986, 
when he retired from the Anny. 

He lived thereafter in north 
Devon. At 55 with his back- 
ground and understanding of 
men and women he was ideally 
suited to his new task of magis- 
trate and was also cm the beard 
of prison visitors. He took an ac- 
tive role in two lamSy business- 
es and held a part-time post in 
the Rendi firm Gracemoor. 

David Miller was a charis- 
matic man and a fine and com- 
passionate leader of men 
respected by all ranks. That 
short, fiercely contested 300- 
yard dash in Aden typified ins 
qualities: inspired leadership, 
courage and commitment. 

Max Arthur 

David Edwin Miller, soldier bom 
17 August 1931; OBE 1973, 
CBE 1980; CB 1986: monied 
1958 Maty Fisher (two sons); died 
6 October 1996. 


Rose at Ms 80th bi rthday celebration In May In Ma^Man Cottage Chapel, when the first Magdalen 
Rose, estafaBchnd in his honour was awarded to the Waynflete Chorister, right; Rupert Burfey 


and his fierce loyalty to those 
with whom he formed a bond 
of mutual trust and respect 
made him many friends ahn. He 

remained the firebrand he was, 
even though late in life he was 

Ifcathedral and church music 
is England now stand on a peak 
in the world, he deserves full 
recognition as one of the 
people who put ft there. 

Roderic Dtumett 

Bernard William George Bose, 
organist bom Little HaHing- 
bttry, Hertfordshire 9 May 1916; 
Organist, Queen’s College, Ox- 
ford 1939-57, Fellow 1949-57; 
Fellow, Organist, Informaior 
Choristarum, Magdalen College, 
Oxford 1957-81 (FeBow Emeri- 
tus], Vice-President 1973-j%f' 
University Lecturer in Music, 
Oxford Urdversiiy 1950-81, Chor- 
agus in the University 1958-63; ■ 
President, Royal College of Or- 
ganists 1974-76 ; OBE 1980; 
married 1939 MoUy Marshall - 
(three sons); died 21 November 
1996. . 


ftw jobs have been more under- 
valued by society than those of 
the fan-tune trade union offi- 
cer at regional level Owing to 
the pressures of out-of-hours 
branch meetings trade union of- 
ficers can go for long periods 
without so much as an evening 
at home to themselves. All 
lands of brickbats hurtle m then- 

direction. They get little grati- 
tude. And yet, time and again, 
they are the unsung heroes 
whose patience and, often, val- 
our keep British industry going 
without catastrophic disruption. 

Such a one was Ernie Leslie, 
a full-time official of the Amal- 
gamated Engineering Union 
(AEU) and, as it became in 1985, 

tbe Amalgamated Unionof En- 
gineering Workers { AUEW) for 

37 years- It is my opinion, as his 

local MP, and that of Sir Gavin 
Laird, general secretary of 
AUEW, a member of the Coun 
of the Bank of England and 
much else, that had it not been 
for Leslie’s guts and persis- 
tence in the early 1970s the 
British Leyland trade and trac- 
tor plant at Bathgate, then the 
frjpprei machine shop under 

one roof m Europe, would have 

dosed, depriving central Scot- 
land of 15 years of vital em- 
ployment for 6,000 men before 
the coming of Silicon Glen. 

Laird describes Leslie as “an 
old-fashioned type of trade 
union officer with estimable 
qualities. His job was to look af- 
ter the membership. He never 
shrank from telling them un- 
popular thing s if the unpopular 
was the truth and in their in- 
terest. He never sought popu- 
larity. In these circumstances he 
was consistently elected and re- 
elected because members un- 
derstood that he was operating 
in their real interests. Leslie for 


had to be profitable and efficient 
in order to provide work.” 

Ernie Leslie was born in 
1920 in Leith, the port of Ed- 
inburgh, into a skilled crafts- 
man’s family. He had a sound 
education at Leith Academy for 
which he was always grate fuL 
Later in fife be would raise some 
left-wing eyebrows by saying 
that the belt for not getting his 
maths right, let alone cheek in 
class, made it possible for him 
to reach a standard that won 
him a stalled apprenticeship. 

At 16, he joined Miller's Ma- 
rine Engineers and showed ap- 
titude as a calibration mechanic. 
One consequence of this rare 
skiff was that Leslie found him- 
self in a reserved occupation 
during the Second World War, 
though he was to work through 
the 'German bombing of Hull 
docks, mending the steering 
mechanisms of damaged ships. 
In a tong-running dispute about 
skilled pay differentials, his 
AEU colleague, the late Alec 
Ferry, general secretary of the 
Confederation of Shipbuilding 
and Engineering Unions, told 
me: “Ooe thing you must always 
remember about Ernie is that 
he is an extremely talented me- 
chanic himself and will always 
in any cfaxite uphold the claims 
of skilled craftsmen for 
favourable treatment." 

A chance meeting with John 
Boyd, later to be the legendary 
and controversial general sec- 
retary of the engineering union, 
led to Leslie's being offered die 
job of district secretary for Ed- 
inburgh of the AEU at the age 


of 28. This post he held for 17 
years during which there were 
massive changes and decline in 
the once famous Edinburgh 
printing industry- 1® ^ he wa: 
appointed divisional organise 
for the east of Scotland. 

These were turbulent tune 
in the union, with biitci ml 
highly personal differences ht- 
tween Right and Left. In get- 
era! terras Leslie was a eug i 
the right-wing machine but bs 
close colleague Ronnie O'Byre 
recalls that, precisely berime 
Boyd had recruited him. Sod 
was fizzing with rage dhm 
Leslie had told him that he im- 
ported unilateral nuclear ds- 
armament. “Leslie wtw in? 
much his own man," jys 
O'Byrne. ■'! served on the id- 
inburgh and Falkirk Dn ict 
Committee with him and aw 
him in action.” In the Na: nt- 
al Committee, which he U- 
tended diligently for 20 yi rs, 
Leslie was a loyal if not u o- 
matic supporter of Bill Car n, 
the right-wing president ol re 
union. He had many u l- 
informed and constructive vfas 
os to what the union shefld 
do to promote training d 
education among its me mb s. 

Leslie was very human in is 
personal relations, which e 
conducted with a sense of i- 
mour. His attitudes arc enc ► 
sulaled by his treatment of e 
leaders of the women’s sii n 
strike at the Plessey factor} a 
1982. Mrs Ina Scott recalls t s 
celebrated episode when 
women, beds and all, slept : 
weeks in the Bathgate facto , 



Lasflo; Very much his own too’ 


fighting not for pay but for treir 
jobs ami against the closue of 
a once prowl plant Many weks 
into the strike. John SmithMF 
for North Lanark, laid tader 
of the Labour Parly, and had 
come -as we did weekly, s In- ' 
cal MPs - to give them suport. 
An hour later Leslie tumd up: '• 
and told the women to stqj the I 
sit-in and get hack home Un- ' 
ceremoniously he was hounded 
off the premises by the angry 
ladies. But before ho lift, no 
hard feelings, he did wttathe had 
done on every other gxasion- 
give the strike leaders fcis tfos for 
the dog racing (on whfcbhe was 
no mean authority). I 
Leslie had a disarnl 
in dealing with angry 
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Leslie had a disarming charm 
in dealing with angrVmembers. 

Tsjm D&lyell 

George Ernest Lesi k engineer 
and trade union official; bom 
Leith 15 June 192f ; divisional 
organiser, AEU/AyEW, Edin- 
burgh and East of Scotland Dis- 
trict 1965-85; jfBE 1979; 
married 1942 Don Tracv (died 
1980; four daughtds), 1982 Lau- 
ra Buist (one stepson, one step- 
daughter); died Edinburgh 27 
November 1996 I 


Patience Edne 1 


Miles Tomalin did not die in 
Spain, as Martin Green asserts 
in his obituary of Patience Ed- 
ney [2 December], writes Claire 
T omalin He did indeed fight 
with the International Brigade, 
and went back in 1981 with a 
group of fellow veterans, re- 
turning to the battlefields for the 
first time since they had been 


driven out in 
During this vi 
heart attack. 1 
pita! doctors a 
ingthathehai 


dedication anc 
although he w 
recovered, re ti 
and lived sevd 


December 1938. 
s* he suffered a 
[*e Spanish faps- 
ifd nurses, leara- 
| served withi^e 
for him with Sfh 
[enthusiasm that, 
is nearing 80 Je 
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Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

GARDNER-MEDWIN: Mai^arevwd- 
ok of Robert and mother of David, 
Andrew. Tony and Christopher, 28 
November 199^. after a short illness. 
Funeral at Si Bridget's Church, West 
Kuby. Wirral, at 1.15pm on Friday 6 
December, and afterwards at F ranh- 
by Cemetery. Family Bowers only, 
please, donations if desired to Bnx- 
dak School for Hearing Impaired 
Children, Birkdaic PRS 2JY. 

IN MEMORIAM 

STINTON: A year has passed, frank, 
but you suB guide me m so modi that 
Ido. Simply [he best. NigcL 

STINTON: Frank. A wonderful friend 
- always there. Tony. 

For BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & 

DEATHS, phase telephone OI71-293 

2011 or fax lo 0171-293 2010. 


Lectures 

National Gallery: Helen Langdon, 
"Cruel Cuts (i): Caravaggio and (he 
Severed Head", I pm. 

Thte Gallery: Sarah Kent, "Turner 
Prize Gallery Talk*'. 1pm. 

British Museum: Jonathan TUbb, 
*AidiaeoJogym Jordan IjiiV latest re- 
sults from the BM excavations ai TeB 
es-Sa’idiych", 1.15 pm. 

RIBA Arebileriore Centre, London 
Wl: Daniel Libcskind talks about his 
work. 630pm. 

V 


Birthdays 

Professor E.W. Abet, President, Roy- 
al Society of Chemistry, 65; Mr 
Tbevor BaQey, former England crick- 
eter, 73; Mr Ralph Bennett, former 
chairman, London Transport, 73; 
Professor lan Buttcrworth, former 
Principal, Queen Mary and Westfield 
College, London, 66; Mr Charles 
Craig, operatic tenor, 77; Mr MQce 
Gibson, fanner rugby international, 
54; M Jean-Luc Godard, film direc- 
tor, 66; 5ir William Harphtun, former 
ambassador, 90; Professor Geoffrey 
Kirk. Emeritus Professor of Greek, 
Cambridge Umveniiy, 75; Mr Franz 
Klammer, skier, 43; Mr David Mc- 
Call, chairman, Anglia Television, 62; 
Mr Ralph McTett. guitarist. 5i Miss 
Tanya Moisetwitsch, designer for 
the theatre, S3; The Rev Professor 
Charles Moule, theologian. 88; Mr 
Paul Nicholas, actor and anger, 51; 
Mr Victor Pasmore, artist, SS; Mr 
Robert Phillis, deputy Director- 
General. BBC and chairman. BBC 
Worldwide, 51; Mr Mel Smith, actor 
and comedian, 44; Professor Peter 
Tbjme, Vice-Chancellor, Liverpool 
John Moores University, 57; Mr 
Andy Williams, singer, 66. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Nicolo Amati, violin- maker, 
1596; Johann Franz Xaver Started, 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 


priest, pianist and composer, 1750; 
Samuel Crompton, inventor of the 
spinning mule. 1753; Robert Bloom- 
field, shoemaker and poet, 1766; Sir 
Rowland Hill, originator of the 
penny post, 1795; Frederic Leighton, 
first Baron Leighton, painter and 
sculptor, 1830; Octavia Hill, philan- 
thropist, 1838; Joseph Conrad (J<Ssef 
Tfeodor Konrad Naiecz Koraexdows- 
Iri), novelist, 1857; Anton Fiiedridi 
wnbehn von Webern, composer, 
1883; Rajeodia Prasad, fist president 
of India, 1884. Deaths St Rands 
Xavier, missionary, 1552; Alessandro 
Farnese, third Duke of Panna, mil- 
itary commander, 1592; Jacques Sar- 
razm, painter and sculptor, 1660; 
Robert Louis Balfour Stevenson, 
novelist, 1894; Mary Baker Eddy, 
founder of Christian Science, 1910; 
Kene-Anguste Renoir, painter, 1919; 
Sir Oswald Emald Mosley, Fascist 
leader, 1980. On tw« day: in Amer- 
ka, the Nov Jersey Gazette was issued 
in Bnrimgtoa, 1776: Mauritius was 
captured from the French by the 
British, 1810; the newly-built 
Alhambra Theatre opened in Lon- 
don, 1883; the first public trial of a 
roun wind-power system for ships 
was held at Kid, Germany. 1924; the 
present and fourth Adciphi Theatre 
opened in the Strand, London, 1 930; 
the Statute of Westminster was 
passed, under which British Domin- 


ions became sovereign states under 
the Crown, 1931; the Home Guard 
“stood down" with a parade of 7,000 
in Hyde Park, London, 1944; Dr 
Qntoiaan Barnard performed the 
first heart transplant. South Africa 
1967. Ibday & the Feast Day of St 
Cassan of Thngier, Saints Claudius, 
HUaiia and their Companions, St 
Francis Xavier and St Lucms of 
Britain. 

Dinners 

Inter-Parlliunoitary Utrion - 
British Group 

Dame Jfil Knight MP, Chairman, In- 

ter-Pariiamentaiy Union - British - 
Group, hosted a dinner yesterday 
evening at Shepherd's Restaurant, 
London SW1, hi honour of a Par- 
liamentary Delegation from Bolivia 
led by Mr Georg Prestei. President 
of foe Chamber of Deputies. 

Royal Over-Seas League 

Mrs Joanna Bogle was the guest 
speaker at a meeting of the Royal 
Over-Seas League’s Discussion Qr- 
de held yesterday evening at Over- 
Seas House, St James’s, London 
SWL Her subject was “Ethics, foe 
Church and the Current Head "to- 
wards a Decline in Morality". Mrs 
Main Redcliff presided. 


Insurer must pa y for accident in car park 1 


Changing of the Guard 

The Hoc'd’jMCMb, Hnj bten — • 
■kOotnVUfr Oa*«t „ Jbnr 


Cutter v Eagle Star Insurance 
Co Ltd; Court of Appeal (Lord . 
Justice Beldam, Lord Justice 
MCKiitt, Sir John BaJ combe) 

22 Novonber 1996 

A multi-storey car park was & 
“road" within the meaning of 
sections 145(3)(a) and 192 of 
the Road Traffic Act 1988, and 
an accidental injury to a pas- 
senger In a car there was a risk 

against which the driver w as re- 

quircd to insure himself and fa 
r espec t of which tbe driver’s in- 
surers were obliged to satisfy 



Him. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed an appeal by the plain- 
tiff Stuart Richard Cutter, 
against a decision of Deputy 
Judge Kee, sitting in Tin bridge 
Wfetts County Court on 21 Sep- 
tember 1995, who rfiemfoteri 
his claim against Eagle Star 
Insurance Co Ltd. 

Eagle Star were the insurers 
. of a driver, Mr Penniel, in 
whose car tbe plaintiff was in- 
jured. The car was parked in 
Great Hall multi-storey car 
park. Mount Pleasant Road, 
■firebridge Wells. Mr Penniel 

had left in the car a can of 

lighter fuel which bad \**yt*n 
inflammable gas. After re- 
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turning to tbe car and before 
driving off Mr Penniel lit a 
cigarette, igniting the gas 
and causing a fire in which 
the plaintiff, sitting in the 
passenger seat, was injured. 

The plaintiff claimed and 
was awarded damages and 
costs agai n st Mr PennieL But 
. the judgment was not satisfied. 
The plaintiff therefore claimed 
against the insurers for the 
outstanding sum of £15,57554. 
The judge dismissed the 
daim on the ground that tbe ac- 
cident had not occurred on a 
road. 

Bkhad Banadougfi (MatBarfijrd& 
Co, TUnbridge for the plaintiff; 

Charles Con-Wri&a (CM. Sinclair 
Jenkins, Eatfe Star) for the insurers. 

Lord Justice Beldam said the 
plaintiff relied on section L51 
of the 1988 Act, under which 
an insurer was under a duty to 
satisfy a judgment obtained 
against a person insured for 
third parly risks in respect of a 
liability required to be covered 
by a policy of insurance under 
section 145.' Section 145(3)(a) 
required that such a policy 


most insure {the poficy bolder] in re- 
spect of any liability which may be 
inconed by him ... m respect of tbe 
death or bodily injury ro any person 
.. ..caused by, or arising out oL the 
ose of foe vehicle on a road : 

Section 192 of the Act de- 
fined “road" as “any highway 
and any other road to winch the 
public has access”. The defin- 
ition was dearly intended to in- 
dude roads which were not 
highways but to exdude roads 
to which the public did not have 
access. Here ft was conceded 
that if Great Hall car park was 
a road, then it was one to 
which the public had access. 

Relying principally on crite- 
ria laid down by KUher-B rown 
J in Oxford v Austin (1981] KTR 
416, the judge considered that 
the question whether the car 
park was a road depended on 
whether or not there was “a de- 
finable way between two points 
over which vehicles could pass". 

It seemed to his Lordship 
that too much emphasis had 
been placed on seeking to an- 
swer tbe question: “Is the car 
park, a road?" The question 
would more correctly be posed 


by asking: “Is there within the 
car park a roadway?” 

In this case there was with- 
in Great Hall car parka road- 
way, Le. a way marked out for 
the passage of vehicles con- 
trolled by conventional traffic 
signs and markings add regu- 
larly used by members of the 
public seeking a car-parking' 
space. 

The risk of accidents causing 
injury’ arising out of the use 
of cars an this roadway 
was scarcely less than on any 
other road. 

The fact that the carwss be- 
ing driven to or from a part- 
ing space, as opposed to.using 
the way through the area in 
question as a route from one 
road to another, .ought not to 

decide whether or not ^an in- 
jured person was paid the com- 
pensation for which he had I 
obtained judgment. I 

The areas in Great Hafl car 
paric marked out for the pas- I j. 
sage and parking jof vehfcka W 
were therefore withmthe def- 
inition of “road" in section 
192, and the insurers were 
bound under section 151 to 
meet the judgment again st Mr 
Penniel. 

Faol Magrath, Barrister 
■ 1 
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Democracy the cure for classroom malaise 


F unny how the people who most 
mslike pupils sueing their schools 
for bad exsim results are also the 
noisiest in proclaiming the virtues of 
the market. Surely the two teenagers 
who are demanding damages from the 
school which failed to get them through 
enough GCSEs merely want to provide 
all “failing'’ schools with a market dis- 
incentive. in the form of large f?nawfc >| 
penalties, to raise standards? Instead 
of being praised for their initiative and 
public-spiritedness, however, they are 
condemned for trying to lead us further 
into an American “litigation culture”. 

There is an element, and not just on 
the right of politics, which objects to 
financially-rewarded whingeing. They 
argue that, as with the compensation 
for the police officers traumatised at 
Hillsborough, this case could lead its 
from the sad to the silly, defined for 
these purposes as the woman in the 
United States who sued McDonald’s 
for making its coffee hot, after she tried 
to hold the cup between her knees 
while driving. But the free marketeers 
have a strong argument. The best way 
to enforce rights and responsibilities, * 
they say, is to make people pay for 
failing to live up to them. 

What is wrong with bludgeoning 
education authorities into defining 
what their schools are supposed to 
achieve and concentrating efforts and 
resources on the poor performers? If 
the education chiefs are “horrified” at 


the prospect of 70 former pupils queu- 
ing up to sue schools which have been 
condemned by inspectors, will this not 
give them a real incentive to do some- 
thing the causes of poor schools? An 
honest free marketeer would decline 
the temptation to crack jokes at the 
expense of lawyers, and instead accept 
that they are only the mech anis m for 
enforcing contracts - in this case, 
implied contracts - between individu- 
als, corporations and the state. An hon- 
est free marketeer would insist that 
there is nothing wrong with a litigation 
culture. After all, litigation is simply cit- 
izens asserting their rights in a way that 
actually has some bite, including their 
right to properly run public services. 

If people had not been able to sue 
in the wake of the King’s Cross fire and 
Zeebrugge, would London Under- 
ground and the feny operators now be 
so concerned about safety? There are 
complications and anomalies, such as 
the McDonald’s coffee ruling, and the 
fact that dead people cannot suffer 
damages. But, in circumstances where 
the courts may not be able to instruct 
service providers to tighten up. their 
safety procedures, the threat of claims 
for damages may be the only effective 
and constant pressure for safety in pub- 
lic buildings, public transport and pub- 
lic services. litigation pressure, indeed, 
might provide Citizen’s Charter com- 
mitments some real teeth. 

So, honest marketeer, what is the 
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problem with all of this? The problem 
is that the free market is not, in prac- 
tice, the sole azbiter of value. In the 
case of children suing their former 
schools, the honest free marketeer 
would push the idea of legaify-enforce- 
able contracts beyond the logical 
extreme. Most lawyers seem to agree 
(unusual in itself, this) that the two 17- 
year-olds, who are retaking their 
GCSEs at sixth-form college, have a 
slim chance of success. In foe jargon, 
their problem is one of multiple cau- 
sation. In plain English, foe p laintiffs 
have to prove to foe court that their 
poor exam results were not, at least 


partly, foe result of laziness or a bad 
attack of exam nerves. 

Consider foe case - a hypothetical 
one, but for how much longer? - of a 
50-year-old man suing the government 
for foe distress experienced during a 
long spell of unemployment, which he 
claims was caused by foe Treasury 
running a monetary policy that was too 
tight How can he prove that govern- 
ment policy was primarily responsible 
for he, as an individual, being unable to 
find work? More practically, the health 
service is plagued by claims with a 
questionable prospect of success. 

There is a fundamental weakness in 


foe American model of a society based 
on the law of contract It is thar the 
state is not a company. Few citizens are 
at liberty to withdraw from their con- 
tract with the state in the provision of 
services such as health, education, 
public transport, policing. The alter- 
native model is of a society ruled by pol- 
itics, in which those who are responsi- 
ble for services are subjected to 
discipline, and ultimately the sack, for 
foilin g to deliver. What is striking 
about much of the unnecessary litiga- 
tion which threatens to overwhelm 
this country is that people say they 
don't want money, they want justice. 
What they need is a political system 
that delivers justice (it largely fails to 
do that at present); but turning to foe 
courts will end up creating as much 
frustration as it dispels. 

The answer is to strengthen the 
accountability of our system. That in 
turn means welcoming another kind of 
litigation - that of judicial review. It 
is often derided as an esoteric branch 
of law invented by clever and rich 
lawyers, but it achieves foe aim of 
ensuring that ministers and officials 
have to behave reasonably and to 
account for themselves. 

A Bill of Rights and a written 
constitution are sometimes seen as 
part of the problem, when in fact they 
should regarded as part of foe solution. 
Of course, Americans regularly take 
to foe courts to dispute their constitu- 


tional rights; but here those broad 
principle laws would have the advan- 
tage of sealing those rights through 
consensual acceptance, rather than 
opportunistic adversarialism. 

So the answer to our educational ills 
is not to call in an army of solicitors and 
well-paid QCs. It is.' instead, to call 
teachers and governors and politicians 
and administrators to account through 
all our available points of democratic 
pressure. We can sack councils, gov- 
ernments, and school governors with 
our regular vote. We should use it. 


The cappa cuppa 
is down the tube 


T alking of rights - can you believe 
it? London Underground wants 
to stop its staff drinking frothy, 
puffy, chocy coffee, and confine them 
instead to machine-churned lea and 
instant granules. It's hard to credit, but 
it’s true. No wonder workers nearly 
went on strike last week. Faced with foe 
prospect of an electronically stewed 
cuppa, wouldn't you fight for cappas 
(and lattes and mochas) instead? There 
are, after all. some things that matter 
more than mere bread alone. And 
continental coffee is one of them. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Junior doctors 
overstretched 
by hours cut 


«> Sin The comments of David 
4$ Wrede (“Ministers want doctors to 
work S5-hour weeks”, 28 Novem- 



gjcal sped! 

additional worked hours from a 
previous average of 43 a week to a 
proposed 16 is impractical, since 
the workload in the hospital re- 
mains unchanged and foe number 
of junior doctors has failed to rise 
sigpificantiy. 

Junior doctors now find foal 
during an on-caU period they are 
suddenly responsible for foe acute 
care of two to three times as many 
patients as in the past. These 
patients may be from a variety of 
different medical specialities the 
doctor is not normally familiar 
with. 

The shift system that has been 
introd uced in some hospitals 
results in particularly unsocial 
hours and working many more 
weekends and evenings than 
previously. Junior doctors slightly 
higher up in the ranks have to 
4|bi perform duties which are not 

appropriate to their experience, 
gained over several years of 
qualification; this prevents the 
natural development and progress 
of clinical skills. . . 

The new deal means junior 
doctors working harder while on 
call. Now there is no chance of 
sleep. If anything, patients are 
going to be at greater risk from 
junior doctors working more 
intensely in more stressful 
circumstances than ever before. _ 

Tb crown it all. there has been m 
real terms an absolute pay , 
reduction because we are working 
fewer hours. 

Unless there are more junior 
doctors there can be no 
of reducing hours. U would be 
better to admit that we have to 
work long hours, and provide 
appropriate support. The majority 
of junior doctors are ^elligent, 
hard-working and motivated 
people who entered medicmeto 
a professional career, and 
^ bSuccd lo the level of a 
dCHlk-d"- clock-off production- 
■«> tine system. 
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Women do win 
art prizes 


Sin Suzanne Moore (“Masters and 
mistresses", 29 November) tub- 
thumps about “male privilege" in 
what is in the end a weak 
endorsement of a quota system in 
which both sexes will automatically 
be represented on shortlists such as 
the Turner Prize. Providing judges 
make nominations and award 
prizes only on the basis of foe 
quality of’ihe work, such absurd 
tokenism is unnecessary. 

Last year, as a judge of the most 
valuable open an competition in 
the country, the Nat wist Prize 
(totalling £35,000), 1 sat with five 
other jurors, all men (in suits), and 
we awarded all five prizes, 
including the £25,000 first prize, to 
those we considered the five best 
art isis from over a thousand 
entrants. They were all women. 
DAVID LEE 
Editor. An Rer/ett- 
London ECJ 


Blowing hot and 
i cold on Celsius 


Assessing the 
soya bean risk 


Sir: The genetic engineering of 
soya beans, which has led to UK 
protests at foe import of such beans 
(“Greenpeace blockades beans 
with new genes", 30 November), 
raises questions about the right of 

consumers to information. 

But a risk assessment of 

herbicide-resistant genetically 

engineered soya beans should 
include a frill environmental health 
impact assessment of the pesticide 
as well as the beans. 

This should cover pollution from 
energy used for raw material 
extraction, and hazards from foe 
chemical manufacture, storage, 
use, food residues, contamination 
and disposal of the pesticide active 
ingredient, plus its breakdown 
products and “inerts". Will the 
chemical company involved 
produce such an assessment for 
public scrutiny?. , , 

Ironically, there is much activity 
at present across the European 
Union to introduce effective 
pesticide reduction policies. 
Klegrated pest management 
techniques, biological control of 

weeds as wefl as insects, and foe 
selection of naturally occurring 
oops resistant to hostile 

environmental factors have been 
introduced to cut pesticide usMe 
mute effectively m some countries. 

4 Some crops are now bemg 

Genetically engineered to increase 
rosistaS«to Jarases. “weeds” and 
Sect pests. This still nusesmajor 
ZZaioas about the impact of such 
Sops, but at least rt does remove 
the need to use pestiades. .. . 

■ne soya bean story you report 

may produce 

Smers. production workers 


and foe environment - a genetically 
engineered plant and continued 
and significant pesticide usage: 
double jeopardy. 

Dr ANDREW WATTERSON, 
Director, Centre for Occupational 
and Environmental Health, 

De Montfort University 
Leicester 


Sir Gfl Warnock (letter, 28 
November) gives a tolerable sketch 
of the various changes to foe 
environment that have taken place 
in just one area of these islands 
since foe last ice age, but doesn’t 
mention foe many human disasters 
that have accompanied these 
changes. 

The Irish famine, the Blade 
Death of the 14th century and the 
many plagues that followed it, the 
faminesof the 13th and early 14th 
century, are well known. There is 

sketchier historical record of 

previous plagues and famines in 
western Europe back to Roman . 
times. " 

Archaeology shows that a major 
change in climate badly affected 
the northern and western parts of 

the British isles in the Bronze Age 
-wheat, for example, could no 
longer be grown -and there 
appears to have been a severe fall 
in bothpopulation and material 
culture as a result. We can now only 
guess at what hunger, disease and 
warfare resulted from foe 
competition for declining 
resources. 

It is precisely because the 
environment changes, and ean be 
changed by our human ac ti ons, that 
people espouse environmental • 


causes. By better understanding 
how we interact with our 
environment we hope, unlike our 
ancestors, to be able to avoid the 
pain that otherwise goes with those 


lb answer Mr Warn oc^s 
question of whether foe 
environment is endangered or just 
evolving, it depends on your point 
of view. From that of foe bacteria 
that break down oil-spills, to lake 
just one example, it hasn’t looked 
better for aeons. 

CHRISTOPHER PADLEY 
Market Rosen, Lincolnshire 


Malnutrition due 
to bad budgeting 


Sin There may well be some 

evidence of malnutrition in Britain, 
as the Rev Paul Nicolson maintains 
(Letters, 28 November), but his 
suggestion that this is due to _ 
inadequate Income Support is a 
political, rather than a factual 
argument. 

r or a single person, social 
security benefit erf £50 a week on 
top of housing expenses is 
swEdent to buy food and other 

essentials (students frequently 

man age on less). Similarly, a couple 
jvith two c hil dren should be able to 

manage on £1 19 oflncome _ 

Support plus housing costs without 
children or parents going without 
-toeals. u, 

‘ Nutritious food is available 

cheaply in supermarkets. On 
Monday we had three friends 
found for dinner, the cost of our 


meal of garlic and herb chicken 
pieces, brn&scls. carrots and roost 
potatoes followed by apple pie and 
cream came to less than £1.50 per 
head. 

It Ls not levels oflncome Support 
that need to be addressed by the 
poverty lobby but foe misatiocation 
of these resources on non- 
essentials like tobacco, alcohol and 
foe purchase of lottery tickets. 
PAUL ASHTON 
Eastbourne, East Sussex 


Farming fat cat 
doubles intake 


Sin Confusion seems to have crept 
into the conversation I had with 
your correspondent for your article 
“Riming fat cats reap a rich 
harvest” (29 November), lam 
quoted as saying that CWS 
received “around £lm" in set-aside 
payments last year. For foe record, 
the figure was over £2m. 

CWS Agriculture supports 
complete reform of the Common 
Agricultural Policy, replacing foe 
linkage to production with foe 
development of payments on land 
set aside for environmental reasons 
where appropriate. However, such 
payments would, in all probability, 
have lo be acreage-linked. 

MIKE CALVERT 
General Manager 

CWS Agriculture 

Leicester 


subsidies (“Farming Jji cuts reap a 
rich harvest", 29 November 1 raise a 
cartload of issues. 

Large farmers do receive large 
subsidies, but not 
disproportionately to the area 
fanned Large farmers also hat e 
more hired labour. My recent, at 
this stage tentative, research, based 
on data supplied by Cambridge 
University, suggests that a fall in 
support by say 1 0 per cent would 
reduce employment by a little over 
10 per cent. Agriculture is one o! 

foe biggest industries in the L'K 
and in many areas it h> foe only 
source of employment. 

UK farming has undergone 
significant structural change, and 
pain, compared with our European 
i neighbours. It would be u pity if 
I these hard-won advantages were 
J lOSL 

j Efficient production with 
i reduced dependency on support 
j for food production should allow 
any government to target resources 
to achieve its, or more importantly 
the electorate’s, objectives. These 
may be cheaper food, maintenance 
of the environment, employment, 
organic farming, lower taxes or 
whatever. 

SIMON WARD 
Cottenham. Cambridgeshire 


Sir: 1 feel your item on the 
Fahrenheit v Celsius debate 
(“Whatever happened to 
Fahrenheit?". 3U November) may 
have underestimated the guile of 
the British public in subvening 
attempts at standardisation. 

Rather than reject Celsius 
outright, we have merged it with 
our beloved Fahrenheit scale, for 
greater conversational effect. Titus, 
in summer we use Fahrenheit 
because the numbers are higher 
("W in the shade yesterday, old 
hov”). and in the winter we use 
Celsius because the numbers are 
lower (“Do you know it went down 
to minus 10 last night?*’). 

Since the numbers in the middle 
refer to perfectly ordinarv weather 
which no one wants to talk about, 
w can pull otf this trick w iih ease, 
and defy anyone w ho tries to 
chance it. 

BRIAN HACKETT 
DcnbvDalc, Hiwr Kwfcd.w 


Shameful aid cut 


Sir. Gavin Strang's desire to reduce 
subsidy to large fanning businesses 
and your research into farming 
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! Sir. 1 am dismayed .it the 
Government's decision to cut 
: overseas aid by ,S.4 per cent 
t£I.som) - this on lopoi a cut of 
£12Jm last year. 

1 wrote recently to my MP 
pointing out thjt Britain spends only 

H Jh per cent of its GN P on » werscas 
akl, though the UN-recommended 
figure is U.7 1 . My letter w ;ls passed to 
the Overseas Development 
.Administration, and in her reply. 
Baroness Chalkcr stated: “Your 
constituent mentioned foe target ot 
0" percent of GNP ... Our position 
on this remains unchanged. We’ve 
agreed to this target hut not a 
timetable for reaching it.” 

Is it any wonder that we are 
becoming increasingly disillusioned 
with politicians. 

VINCENT KINGSTON 
Oxford 


Needling issue 


Sin 1 am used to foe suspension of 
logical thought when people dis- 
cuss drugs, hit can someone ex- 
plain why foe Irish, with one of foe 
highest hard-drugs addiction rales, 
should warn to impose their ap- 
proach on Holland, with one of 
foe lowest (“French lay siege to 
fieshpots of Amsterdam". 29 No- 
vember)? 

CHARLIE HARRIS 
London NW3 


Boundary wail 

Sir: The point is not. us Sam Scorer 
implies (letter. 31 1 November 1 
whether the planner or the architect 
Ls better qualified. The point is that 
the planner is employed to act in 
the public interest; the architect is 
employed to act in the interest of 
his client, who is usually not 
primarily concerned with 
architectural values or aesthetics. 
ROGER JAMES 

Secretary, The Portsmouth Society 
Southscn, Hampshire 
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The Holocaust heritage 

Every day brings new facts about the Final Solution. Antony Lerman asks how much we need to know 


I t won’t be this year or 
next, but before too 
long, the survivors of the 
Nazi Holocaust wfll all 
be dead. The living 
memory of the tragedy will be 
extinguished, and a priceless 
link between past and present 
finally several The inexorable 
transition from memory to his- 
tory will be complete -or will it? 

Such a transition is the 
inevitable fete of every histori- 
cal event, but there are few signs 
of it happening to the Holo- 
caust Quite the opposite. The 
Holocaust is unfinished busi- 
ness. 

There is an acceleration in 
the pace of historical research 
and writing. New campaigns to 
settle accounts - legal, political, 
financial - have a harder, more 
urgent edge. Controversies 
over the siting and erection of 
memorials and museums touch 
the deepest sensitivities. The 
political and moral repercus- 


sions hang thick in the air as if 
the past is a dimension of the 
present, but one that we cannot 
physically touch or see. The 
presence of the Holocaust in 
popular culture is ubiquitous. 
Far from being an event which 
was so unique as to be practi- 
cally outside of human tostoiy, 
it has become part of daily life. 

The expansion of historical 
scholarship has been stimu- 
lated by trie new information 
emerging in huge quantities of 
documents from archives in 
the former Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe, which were 
closed to Western scholars 
before the collapse of commu- 
nism. This in turn has fuelled a 
reassessment of studies com- 
pleted before 1989, with histo- 
rians and investigative journal- 
ists examining the roles of 
individual, corporate and state 
actors in the tragedy whose 
actions bad not come under the 
spotlight before now. The rev- 


elation that significant numbers 
of officers with Jewish back- 
grounds served in the German 
armed forces steins directly 
from this new approach to 
Holocaust history. 

From the 1960s and the Eich- 
mann trial, as the Holocaust 
entered the public conscious- 
ness in a big way, it became a 
subject for film-makers, pro- 
ducers of documentaries, nov- 
elists, poets and even television 
mini-series. This cultural pro- 
duction has continued to grow, 
again encouraged by the col- 
lapse of communism and the 
willingness of people in former 
communist states to confront 
this aspect of their pasts. 

Further, many survivors were 
reluctant to speak about their 
experiences in the first decades 
after the war. But as the Holo- 
caust has become an integral 
part of our culture, and as those 
survivors come nearer to the 
ends of their lives, there has 
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been an outpouring of memoirs 
and accounts. A fourth reason 
is that the Holocaust remains an 
issue of immense political and 
cultural significance in Germany 
today, with different groups 
defining themselves according to 
the part they believe the Holo- 
caust should play in determining 
Germany’s future path. 

But most significant is the 
deliberate effort, during the 
past three decades, to place the 
Holocaust centre stage as the 
key historical, moral and legal 
problem of our age, and the 
central issue of Jewish life. 
Much of this effort quite nat- 
urally, has come from Jews and 
Jewish organisations, but by 
no means alL 

For many years, Jews were 
reluctant to locate the Holo- 
caust at the centre of their 
oommunal concerns. But in the 
post-war years new leaders 
emerged, too young to have 
experienced the Holocaust for 
whom the Holocaust became a 
powerful motivating force. 
They saw that, as time passed, 
it would be impossible to call 
the world to account for the 
crimes committed or to record 
survivors’ accounts of what hap- 
pened. 

This effort produced exten- 
sive results; among them were 
new laws to prosecute sus- 
pected Nazi war criminals in 
some Western countries, the 
establishment of the US 
National Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in Washington, an 
international campaign to 
secure compensation for stolen 


Jewish property in Eastern 
Europe, the building of count- 
less memorials in synagogues, 
community centres, towns and 
villages. And most recently the 
international campaign to 
recover the assets of Holocaust 
victims held in Swiss banks. 

The consequences of all this 
are not wholly welcome. Since 
much Holocaust-related activ- 
ity has developed a momentum 
and logic of its own, that might 
be expected. But it applies also 
to the conscious attempt to 
shape public memory and influ- 
ence political action. 

For example, as a quest for 
justice, the campaign against 
the Swiss banks and the effort 
to obtain compensation for 
stolen property in Eastern 
Europe cannot be faulted, but 
if, in the process, the image of 
the Holocaust changes from 
that of a moral issue to one of 
gold, property and cash, the 
consequences will be damaging. 

The Holocaust continues to 
shape the political outlook of 
significant sectors of the Israeli 
right on Middle East peace, 
Israel’s relations with the world 
at large and relations with the 
Jewish diaspora. That is deeply 
worrying. It fosters an attitude 
of mind which sees every con- 
cession or compromise as the 
breeding ground for another 
Holocaust. 

Finally, placed at the centre 
of Jewish communal concerns, 
the Holocaust has had a pow- 
erful but in many ways negative 
injpact on the shaping of mod- 
ern Jewish identity. That Jews 


should learn about this aspect 
of their history goes without 
saying, tat that it should 
become the principal reason to 
be Jewish makes little sense. 
The enduring (reality of an 
identity derived from the glo- 
rification of one’ s status as a vic- 
tim hardly bears dunking about 

What distinguishes these 
negative consequences is that 
they are the product of delib- 
erate policy choices and con- 
sciously adopted attitudes, 
grounded in a narrow and 
philosophically bankrupt view 
of how to secure the Jewish 
future - a view epitomised by 
the - utterly unacceptable, 
though sadly too common, 
notion of Jewish assimilation as 
a second or sflent Holocaust' 
But since the choices and atti- 
tudes are made on earth, they 
can and should be altered, how- 
ever difficult that may be. And 
the difficulty is compounded 
when the Holocaust is used as 
a justification for action, 
because its effect -often delib- 
erately engineered - is to pre- 
vent debate and de-iegitimise 
dissenting voices. 

In effect, along with growing 
attention and the delayed tran- 
sition from memory to history, 
there is a hardening trend 
towards politicisation. Left 
unchallenged, it will undermine 
the continuing and very neces- 
sary process of embedding the 
Holocaust in public memory. 

Antony Lerman is executive 
director of die Institute for Jew- 
ish Policy Research*. 


Today’s 

‘scoop’ 


A nother day, another piece of research. Yesterday many 
of us learned for the first time that thousands of Jews 
had fought beside Germans during the Second World 
Whr. The reaction in many was one of horror. While f 
6 million Jews were being exterminated, others were 
p<yng hand in hand with the Nazis who had dreamt up the Final 
Solution. Even worse, the research established that 77 senior offi- 
cers of mixed Jewish race or with Jewish wives had been accepted 
as having German blood by none other than Hitler himself. 

Whs this proof of a degree of collaboration, of a level of com- 
plicity that mig ht be used to undermine the moral dimension in 
the lessons of the Holocaust? 

The truth is much more prosaic. The research was carried out 
by Bryan Rigg, 25, an American studying history at Darwin Col- 
lege. Cambridge- For the past four years, Mr Rigg has criss-crossed 
Germany and travelled as far afield as Canada and Turkey in order 
to unco ver tales of the Mischlinge, those of half or quarter Jew- 
ish blood who are not recognised as Jews by other Jews, but who 
were classified as such by the Nazis. 

In the course of his travels, he has unearthed documents which 
show that two field marshals. 10 generals, 14 colonels and 30 
majors in the Wehrmacht were of Jewish extraction. Field Mar- 
shal Edward Milch, deputy to the Luftwaffe commander Hermann 
Goering, had a Jewish father, but Goeriog falsified his papers, 
declaring: “I will decide who is a German." 

Others with Jewish fathers or grandparents won raflilary dec- 
orations. Helmut Wnberg. winner of the knight's cross, had a Jew- 
ish mother, tat he kept his origins secret and went on to develop 
the German concept of blitzkrieg. Even Helmut Schmidt, West 
German Chancellor from 1974 to 1982, kept secret the fact that 
his grandfather was Jewish, and he went on to become a lieu- 
tenant in the Luftwaffe. Mr Rigg’s research appears meticulous A 
and was described by fellow historians as “useful" yesterday in 
that it was gleaned from people who lived through paradoxical 
times or those who lived close to them in the immediate after- 
math. But fellow academics and Jewish historians said the reve- 
lations were not new and should not really surprise anybody. 

“It has been known for a long, long time that many Jews who 
wanted to hide from Hitler believed that the army was as good 
a place as any,” said Rabbi Albeit Friedlander, dean of the Leo 
Baedc rabbinical training college. “The army was not the Nazi 
party and elements of it were actually opposed to Hitler. 

“Some believed there was a better Germany - a Germany of 
Beethoven and Goethe that would last longer than Hitler. They 
had no idea of what was to come, and many would have known 
nothing about the extermination camps." 1 

Indeed, according to the historian Evelyn WUcock. author of 
Pacifism and the Jews, Germans who were half or quarter Jewish 
were routinely conscripted right up to the start of the war. By the 
outbreak of hostilities, thousands would have been in the army. 

“They had no choice,” she said. “The penalty for not serving 
was death, and the death penalty would often apply to family 
members, too.” And many of those now described as being o’f 
Jewish extraction would not then have regarded themselves as 
Jewish. It is certainly unlikely that someone with a Jewish grand- 
father would call himself a Jew. 

From 1942 onwards, however, Hitler ordered them to be rooted 
out of the army. Some were sent to labour camps, but others were 
helped by fellow soldiers or commanding officers, who felt more 
loyal to those they had fought with than to the Nazis. 0 

There is, nevertheless, the potential for some embarrassment - 
here - not in suggestions that some Jews collaborated, but in the 
way German attempts to create apure race are reflected in some 
ways by Jews themselves. “In one of George Steiner’s plays, Hitler 
turns round to some Jews at one point and says ‘Where do you 
think I got the idea of a Chosen People from? 7 ,” said Mrs WilcocL 
“What is embarrassing is that some of our own people put an 
emphasis on descent credentials in the same way as the Nazis did 
in their attempts to create a pure Aryan race. 

“The Jewish view of the Holocaust is one of black and white. It 
is like cowboys and Indians, good guys and bad guys. But it gets a 
little blurred when you start talking about Mischtinge from mixed 
families. And, because the teaching of Holocaust history has a moral 
and ethical content, it has the capacity to turn children's heads. 

“I am Jewish but my husband is not. Recently, a certain Jew- 
ish woman suggested that ray children should wear badges to show 
that they are not marriageable. That is precisely the sort of thing 
that the Nazis did to the Jews in Germany and it is precisely the 
sort of thing we need to avoid. The racial exclusion of Jews by 
Jews simply defeats the object” ’ 


Steve Boggan 


The period pains of Location-in-the-Wold 



Miles 

Kington 


T here was a spirit of 
unrest abroad in the 
small Co tswold village 
of Steeple Netherhy, and 
this was a most untoward 
thing, for until very recently 
Steeple Netherhy had been 
maned by a contentment 
which almost bordered on 
seif-satisfaction. Not to put 
too fine a point on it. 
Steeple Netherhy had 
become famous. There may 
have been people in the vil- 
lage who were unaware of 
the recent fame, but there 
could not be many. Fbr it 


was in this unassuming, 
unchanged and picturesque 
spot that the filming fez the 
recent TV adaptation of . 
Jane Austen’s little- known 
novel Risk and Risibility had 
taken place. 

Much of the exterior film- 
ing for this very successful 
realisation had been done 
outside the house bel onging ' ■ 
to Colonel Sands, who, as his 
rank suggests, had been in the 
army and gave people to 
understand that he bad 
much exciting action, though 
as he had been in the catering 
corps, the excitement had 
been generally limited to the 
thrill of supplying bread for . 
the men on time and with- 
drawing broccoli soup when it 
had proved unpopular. He 
had been out of the army 
some little while, but had 
t aken his rank with him when 
he left, and had indeed even . 
carefully improved the rank 
as time went by, for he had 
been no more than a maj or 
when he left, and was now a 
colonel and he very much 

hoped to become a general if 
he should ever move house ' 
again. 

“X am going to the shop,” 
the Colonel called to his wife 


Susan one morning in May. 

“My dear, there are some 
people outside the house 

yousEould wait a moment!"* 

“Ill give them and their 
blasted photographs!" said 
the GoloneL Yet despite his 
strong words, he stayed 
tamely inside the house and 
peered through the curtains 
until the strangers had gone. 

“We cannot complain.” 
said Mis Sands, coming 
downstairs. She paused at a 
window where she noticed a 
vase of anemones looking a 
little underwatered, gave 
them a brisk box on the ears 
. £for sbe was more military by 
inclination than her husband) 
and passed briskly on. "Rfe 
made a lot of money from the 
TV company for the use of 
our house in the film , and we 
cannot complain if viewers 
coihe to gawp at it. It is not as 
if they try to break into the 
house and take souvenirs or 
ask for a cup of water." 

. *T am sure you are right, 
my dear," said Colonel S and s, 
who bad indeed answered a 
knock on the door the previ- 
ous day and charged the TV 
pilgrim lOp for a glass of 
water, fbr which he now felt 


slightly ashamed. “It is just 
that it seems to on and on. 

Just when we thmk it will all 
die down, the TV company 
repeats the blessed film. Or 
Country Life does a feature 
called Girlie Village in the 
heart of Austen Count!/. 
And everyone comes flocking 
again. I wish to high heaven 
we had never been involved. 1 
certainly hope we win never 
be involved again.” 

“Then you wfll be pleased 
to hear that the danger has 
been averted,” said his wife. 

“I’m sony?” said her 
uncomprehending husband. 

"According to the local 
paper, a TV company intends 
to make a new comedy series 
called Period Pains. This com- 
edy is set in a picturesque vil- 
lage which is fed up to the 
bad; teeth with being used as 
a period setting, somewhere 
like Castle Combe." 

“Or us," said her husband. 

“Very like us," said Mrs 
Sands. “It is indeed based on 
us. It b based oh many of the 
things which happened to us. 
Like the time the lorry bing- 
ing authentic 18th-century 

manure overturned, and the 


Or fee runaway reindeer. Or 


the time they put back the 
wrong TV dishes on the 
wrong houses ..." 

“Yes, yes," said the Colonel 
testify. “So the/re malting a 
film about a village like us 
which is always beingplagued 
by film companies, and they 
are coming here to film this 
... this comedy, are they?” 

“No.” said his wife. “They 
are going to Lower Ashby. 

“Lower Ashby?” said the 
Colonel aghast. "Low* 
Ashby"} They can’t do that!” 

Lower Ashby was a nearby 
village, smaller but equally 
picturesque, and, if the truth 
be known, more unspoilt. 

“Oh, but they are/ 1 said his 
wife. “Lower Ashby is going 
to play the part of us. I 
thought you'd be pleased. 1 
know how fed up you are. with 
us heing Location-imthe- h 
W old, as you so wittify call it 

“Lower Ashby?” repeated 
the Colonel, as u it were a 
mantra. “I cannot believe it 1 
It must not happen.” . 

An extract from ‘Art and .. 
Adaptability a new Jane 
Austen-styte novel by the. . 
authoress of ‘Tact and Thd- . 
tumity', 'Irik and Illegibility* 
etc, and soon to be a niefar;< 
TV success. 
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the commentators 


New Labour, 
new Stalinists? 
Not a chance 


T ake two fictional Labour 
MPs. One is Nigel Bar- 
ton, the heroic and flintDy 
working class left-wing MP 
immortalised by Dennis Potter 
in the 1970s. Toe other is Lyn- 
ton Charles, the irredeemably 
middle-class Blairite careerist 
lovingly parodied in each week’s 
New Statesmen. Is Labour’s new 
disciplinary code simply a way 
of achrandng the interests of the 
latter at the expense of die for- 
mer? Is it plain sensible lead- 
ership or more evidence of the 
Labour leader’s Kim Q Song 
tendency towards democratic 
centralism? 

These questions, even if not 
openly expressed, -will lurk in 
the minds of the Parliamentary 
Labour Party when they debate 
the new code tomorrow. It's 
certain that the PLP wfll back, 
by an overwhelming majority, 
the creation of a new discipli- 
nary offence of bringing “the 
party into disrepute” The more 
interesting issue is how much of 
their independence as MPs 
they are sacrificing by doing so. 

This isn’t just an academic 
question. The new offence has- 
n't merely been created to 
make the leadership sound 
macho. It's true that the exist- 
ing standing orders of the PLP 
already oblige MPs to turn up 
regularly and have a “good 
division record”; to “refrain from personal 
attacks upon colleagues orally or in writing" 
- to "act in harmony with the policies of the 
Parliamentary Labour Party”. But it isn’t 



Donald 

Macmtyre 

MPs 7 fears 
that a 

disciplinary 
code will 
stamp out 
legitimate 
dissent are 
unfounded 


line and thus neutralise Parlia- 
ment’s historic role to question 
the government. 

But in practice this would not 

be for long. First, a seriously 
Stal in ist leader, backed by a 
whips* office worthy of the 
NKvD and an entirely supine 
party, could probably use the 
existing - and more catch-all - 
duty to act in harmony with 
party policy for that purpose if 
he wanted. But anyway, an MP 
cannot be penalised unless the 
PLP votes in favour. Second, 
the new rules will not remove 
an MP’s right to abstain from 
voting for the government "on 
matters of deeply-held per- 
sonal conviction”. 

Is it likely, for example, that 
Tim Dafyell, one of the most 
persistent questioners of the 
executive and all its works, 
would be held by a majority of 
his colleagues to have brought 
the parly into disrepute if he 
persisted in asking questions 
about some malfeasance by 
ministers? Or the Labour chair- 
man of a select committee who 
had strongly criticised the gov- 
ernment’s soda! security pol- 
icy? Or Dennis Skinner for 
calling for the re nationalisation 
of coal? Hardly. 

What’s more, the new rules 


provide one genuine improve- 
ment in backbencher democ- 
racy -.the formal creation of departmental 
committees to which ministers are required to 
give account of themselves and regularly hear 
the views of MPs, This proposal isn’t just cos- 
dear. for example, that for Jeremy Corbyn to metic. It requires, for example, notice of plans 
sponsor a Commons book launch for Gerry for all “forthcoming Bills, major statutory 
Adams, the Sinn Fein president, cuts across instruments, Green and White Papers” and 


any of these obligations. (Grown-up party 
leaders can scarcely argue that no Labour MP 
should under any circ umstanc es make contact 
with Sinn Fein when ministers and shadow 
minis ters do exactly that). But had the code 
been in force, and had Geny A dams not him- 
self withdrawn from the event, the whips might 
well have argued that the adverse publicity 
would have brought the party into disrepute. 

It would also have made it considerably eas- 
ier to arraign Alan Simpson, the prolific and 

Sib dozers of occasions on which he is alleged 
to have publicly criticised the Labour leader- 
ship since becoming an MP. Not to mention the 
latest case in which he, Mr Corbyn and the out- 
going veteran Eddie Lpyden, have signed a 
mass petition originating with the Socialist 
Workers’ Party. 

In other words, it’s there to be used if nec- 
essary. Removing the whip, the ultimate penally 
which the Chief Whip already has, can mean 
the MP is unable to stand as a Labour candi- 
date if the punishment isn’t lifted before a gen- 
eral election. What’s more, the new rules 
cany an extra stipulation - that the MFs con- 
stituency must be told even if the MP ts sim- 
ply reprimanded. There may be some con- 
stituency parties where this is a badge of 
honour, but many fewer than there used to be. 

In theory, a megalomaniac party leader 
could, use it as an instrument for preventing 
even the most minor deviation from the party 


that “backbenchers wfll be consulted before 
major policy decisions are taken”. 

The code has an interesting history, dating 
from the mid- Seven tics in which relations 
between government and PLP were at some- 
thing of an all-time low. It was drawn up by a 
backbench committee -chaired, ironically, by 
John Horam, now a Tbry minister but then a 
member of the Tribune Group -but never folly 
put into practice. If they had been, it’s possi- 
ble some low-cost legislation like the Freedom 
of InformatioaAct and race relations reforms 
might have been' introduced with a resulting 
improvement in party morale. It’s even possi- 
ble that the Prime Minister might have been 
persuaded through better communications 
with the PLP to hold the election in 1978 rather 
than 1979. 

So yes, the code is designed to try to make 
the Labour ftrty as disciplined as the Tbries 
were in the Eighties, something which Labour 
has chronically failed to do in government in the 
past It is supposed to remind Labour MPs that 
they wfll owe the election of a Labour govern- 
ment not to their own individual militancy as 
MFs bm to the changes the party in general, and 
They Blair in particular, has made. It is supposed 
to send a dear message that you can’t be elected 
on a new Labour platform and then spend your 
time sabotaging it once you've arrived. But they 
aren’t anything like as flUberal as their ethics wfll 
claim. The Nigel Bartons won’t have It all their 
way. But nor will the Lynton Charles's. 


State licence to 
bug and burgle 


T here is a law going 
through Parliament that 
will allow the police to 
break into a solicitor’s office, 
instal a listening device, over- 
hear and record conversations 
between solicitor and client, 
conduct a covert search, snoop 
in files and sift through and 
coot privileged documents. 

The same law, contained in 
Part HI of the Police Bill, which 
completed its Lords Committee 
Stage last night, will allow a 
similar sort of activity at the 
home of a journalist whose 
contacts might be useful to the 
police. And because the law win 
cover “conduct by a large num- 
ber of persons in pursuit of a 
common purpose”, it will 
legalise, to com “Spycaicher” 
Peter Wright’s memorable 
phrase, “hugging and burgling” 
at the home of an environ- 
mental protestor. 

Extreme examples perhaps, 
but they will happen and we 
may never find out Officers will 
get their authorisation from 
their chief constable or an assis- 
tant chief constable, or in the 
case of customs, a designated 
senior officer. That contrasts 
with the requirement for a war- 
rant from a court, in the major- 
ity of cases, to search openly 
and seize property, and with the 
power to tap two-way telephone 
conversations, which, following 
a ruling by the European Court 
of Human Rights, needs a war- 
rant from the Home Secretary 
under the 1985 Interception of 
Communications Act 
The go-ahead will be based 
on the chief officer s subjective 
assessment that the surveil- 
lance is likely to be of substan- 
tia] value in the prevention or 
detection of serious crime, and 
can allow covert searching 
and/or bugging, or both. 

Ptople whose privacy, cor- 
respondence, home or office 
(including the office of their 
employers - a CSty institution, 
perhaps? - or indeed any other 
premises) is invaded do not 
have to be under suspicion of 
being disposed to commit seri- 
ous crime themselves. And in 
another departure from the 
somewhat different standards 
in the Interception of Commu- 
nications Act, all materia] or 
information garnered - even 
where the new Commissioner 
proposed by the Bill to handle 
complaints finds it not properly 
authorised - will be admissible 
as evidence in a trial. 

The Government look its 
cue for that provision from a 
law lords’ ruling in July. This 
staled that evidence obtained 
through trespass and bugging 
(under the existing Home 
Office guidelines that the Act is 


by Patricia Wynn Davies 





A new law gives the go-ahead for covert 
snooping on people’s homes and offices . 
Your only protection: ‘Trust the police’ 


to replace) could be used in a 
prosecution, which otherwise 
would not have gone ahead, 
against a drugs importer. It is 
tucked away in a schedule, as is 
an instruction to the Commis- 
sioner not to give any reasons 
for rejecting a complaint 

The Commissioner will be a 
senior serving or retired judge, 
but he or she will have a highly' 
limited remit to overturn an 
authorisation in the face of a 
complaint. A chief constable 
wfll be able to authorise the sur- 
veillance or covert search if he 
or she thinks it necessary. That 
means that the Commissioner 
can only interfere if the deci- 
sion, in legal jargon, is so unrea- 
sonable as to be “perverse". 

The Bill leaves nothing to 
chance by specifying that judi- 
cial review principles should be 
applied. The Commissioner’s 
decisions, for good measure. 


cannot be “appealed or ques- 
tioned in any court." In short, 
the powers in the Bill could not 
have been drafted more widely. 
The prospects of getting them 
drawn more tightly are slim. 

Of course, the aim of this 
substantia] increase of virtually 
self-regulatory police powers is 
detecting and catching serious 
criminals, as Baroness Blatch. 
the Home Office minister 
presently handling the Bill, 
emphasised in a recent letter to 
Lord Browne-Wilkinson. a law- 
lord. He is one of a handful who 
have dared to put their heads 
above the parapet to invoke the 
constitutional principle that 
ministers, officials or police- 
officers are supposed to have 
no greater right than any ordi- 
nary citizen to invade an Eng- 
lishman’s home, and suggest 
that the powers in the Bill are 
too wide. 


"One could argue that it is 
crime that poses" the biggest 
threat,” wrote the baroness. 
“Our homes are. of course, 
much more likely to be violated 
by burglars than the executive. 
However, the provisions arc 
not meant to tackle this sort of 
criminal, or the protestor 
against a new road or the jour- 
nalist who refuses to reveal his 
source. Our provisions arc 
needed to tackle the serious 
organised criminal ... who may 
infiltrate our banking and finan- 
cial institutions and who has no 
qualms about using legitimate 
fronts, such as firms of solicitoi* 
or accountants, to launder the 
vast profits from drug traffick- 
ing and other illicit activities." 

She invoked another recent 
legal case to support the Gov- 
ernment's insistence that the 
courts should noi be involved, 
where a judge had said it w ould 


be- impossible to put himself in 
a chief constable's shoes to 
make an operational decision 
lo authorise or not. Warranting 
by the Home Secretary, the 
authorisation procedure for 
MI5 - the first inroad into the 
“Englishman's home" principle 
- could he seen as interfering 
with police independence. 

So the message is “trust the 
police”, and it is one that 
Labour is prepared, in the final 
event, to sign up lo. Lord McIn- 
tosh. the parly's home affairs 
spokesman in the Lords, made 
a so far unsuccessful attempt 
last week to introduce a nar- 
rowly-drawn amendment to 
protect legal privilege, but not 
currently 1 protected documents 
such as personal records or 
journalistic and other confi- 
dential material for which a 
court order must be sought. 

In truth, nobody who has 
studied the progress of this 
part of the Bill expects it to he 
changed very much at all when 
it emerges from the Lords to 
complete an equally uneventful 
passage through the Commons. 

Labour has convinced itself, 
if not its critics, that despite the 
blanket nature of (he Bill, the 
powers will he used sparingly 
and responsibly under author- 
ity given ui a very senior level 
by chief constables, who are not 
going lo want to he the target 
of challenges, however ineffec- 
tual. from" aggrieved citizens. 

Despite the fact that the 
tribunals set up to regulate 
M15. MIA and GCHQ have 
never upheld a single 
complaint, it is prepared to 
have faith in the Commissioner. 
But three leading barristers 
have drawn up an opinion for 
Liberty, the civil rights organi- 
sation. saying that the power to 
be vested in chief officers will 
violate Article S of the Euro- 
pean Convention on Human 
Rights which guarantees 
respect for privacy," home and 
correspondence, and Article 
13, which provides for the right 
to effective legal remedy. 

This is the same human 
rights convention that Labour 
has pledged to make part of 
British law. Under u Tory gov- 
ernment. Labour is in a cleft 
stick over law and order. But 
the political embarrassment 
will catch up with a Labour 
party in government when the 
first human rights complaim 
after a bungled police opera- 
tion is launched. And in years 
to come, when suspicions may 
abound - for who will ever 
know lor sure? - that coven 
searches and snooping have 
become routine, ministers can 
relied on ihc fad (hat it all 
beiian here. 


There’s no hiding from fame 

For some, celebrity is their reason for living. But not for the refuseniks. By Peter Popham 


amuel Beckett was staying wi to 
his wife Suzanne at a hotel soutn 
LJ of Tunis in October 1969 when 
the disaster struck. A telegram arrived 
from his French publisher, 

Undon. “Dear Sam and Suzanne, it 

went, “In spite of everything they have 
oh-cn you the Nobel Prize - 1 advise 

Beckett 

responded by confining himself to his 

Snoom “But with dozens of jour- 
nals milling around. wnfesJam^ 

Knowlson in the new biography, 
, n Fame , "... it soon became 
^ -^hat Mmething had to be 

foliated a gentlemen's agreement 
press that they should be 
minutes to take pho- 
aUa ' v ‘T l . provided that the publicity 
tograpl^-P^ allowed to remain 
shy auth Three days after the 

.h cn Beckett made an appear- 
award. b» hair 

® hesat down, te*- 

•' Ut XeaU said nothing, and puffed 
diat ease, ^ ^eras 

and, before the cigar even 
fme to bum down a single cen- 
had ^ he was whisked away and 
timetre- *» - 

back w hj 8 ^ ke ‘ lt ^ the presiding 

S3t " U lSS.«,nof^%> e:the 

de, fi!i& leis offiercre- 
swlJ £SX> are celebrated for then 
atiV i almost equally celebrated 

?'° r SiStiog celebrity: slamming the 
for repo f ^ of spuming 

door requests, sedulously resist- 

attempts to inveigle them into 

a l0 ![iSnningly photogenic tag, 
h,m Sfcombined with his stubborn 

«?1rSwd more of a Beckett 
^£jue than any number of spell- 


binding public appearances could 
have achieved. 

But Beckett’s attitude to his feme, 
as the relative abundance of pho- 
tographs of him make dear, was pos- 
itively rapturous compared to that of 
other modem writers. The only avail- 
able photograph of the American nov- 
elist Thomas Pynchon dates from a 
school yearbook of 1953: a buck- 
toothed teenager wearing a scowl and 

a crew-cut peers into the camera. Ten 
years later, when Time decided to run 
a piece on this rising literary star, a 

{headdress in Mexico City be hadbeen 
given. A tall man answered the door 
and told him that tynchon would be 
back around 5pm. Re lum i n g at that 
time, the photographer discovered 
that the room bad been emptied of 


son who had spoken to him must have 
been Pynchon. Thar supposed righting, 

33 years ago, was the last to date. 

j n Saling er, author of The Catcher 
in the Rye, who gave his last interview 
in 1980 , has been almost equally elu- 
sive. In Salinger’s case there s a sejf- 
d extractive element to his urge to dis- 
appear. HswodBwere getting shorter 
and shorter even before he went to 
ground, but he seems to have stopped 
writing altogether many years ago. 

Instead he now visits public libraries, 
where he digs up whatever he can find 

on JD Salinger and destroys it. It 
would be interesting to know what he 
intends by this, but he is unlikely to 
furnish an explanation. 

Neurosis on this scale, however, is 
exceptional. Pynchon continues to 
write and publish, albeit at heroically 
tong intervals. Connac McCaithy, the 
best-selling author of All the Pretty 

Horses, shuns pubtichy of every sort, — 

and when elected to the Writer’s Hall chilling best seller, fttfumev who Byes 
Ijf Fame in El Paso, Texas, the town quietly in Munich, speaks excellent 
where he lives, he follo wed B edactfs English and has a group of fiercely 
example and sent a representative to protective friends, and never, never 
mllect th e honour. Bui in other talks to journalists. 
zLects McCarthy appears to live a Submission to the demands of 
fulland normal life. ^ celebrity is a form of surrendcr^and 



The same applies to Patrick 
Susskind. the Bavarian author of die 


the only way to ensure that nothing of 

importance is yielded up is to yield 
nothing. In The Ordeal qfGilben Pin- 
fold, Evelyn Waugh delineates the 
nightmare that all shy writers must 
fear. Written at a time when BBC 
Radio profiles of cultural personalities 
were still a novelty, it opens with the 
arrival of a journalist called Angel to 


interview Pinfold, a novelist. During 
the meeting. Pinfold is overwhelmed 
by the impression that .Angel is an 
enemy who wants to take something 
away from him: afterwards, he enters 
a state of lethargy and paranoia that 
nothing can shake. Cormac 
McCarthy's shyness towards the 
media, according to his brother Den- 
nis. is “almost like a superstition. 
He’s afraid he’ll rain whatever he’s 
doing." No writer can avoid going 
through a medium to reach his puN 
lie, but for Beckett and the rest, whose 
point in common is Ihc intense 
seriousness with which they regard 
their work, the medium needs to be 
as pure and transparent as possible, so 
that ihc words as written can prevail. 
Because after all it is not fame as such 
that thev fear to be damned to - oth- 
erwise they' could simply destroy their 
work after writing it - hut fame for the 
wrong reasons, for the trivial 
incidentals of biography. 

Vbn Morrison, perhaps the only 
rock star who shares this morbid fear 
of celebrity, is notorious for the 
tongue-lashings he gives to the rare 
journalists permitted to attempt to 
interview him; and when an unautho- 
rised biography of him appeared this 
year, he contemplated buying up the 
entire print run. 

But what Morrison craves is not 
obscurity, but unmedialed contact 
with his audience. In 1983, a teacher 
in Somerset called Andy Lock wrote 
lo Jim U Fix It asking Morrison to play 
at bis wedding. There was no 
response, but then late on the after- 
noon of the wedding day. out of the 
blue, (be Man showed. "He stayed 
about an hour, veiy nervous.” Lock 
recalled. “ Wc talked to him for about 
40 minutes about anything, all sorts. . . 
Quite difficult - how do you talk to 
somebody like that when you’ve been 
listening to their music for years?” 

Additional research by Tommaso Nelli. 

Tomorrow: inside PR's black hole. 


Your gift could be the only 
one she’ll get this Christmas 



I very \ ear The Salvation Army helps thousands ui 
children enjoy a proper Christmas - children uho 
ierwi.se co::IJ expect nothin. 1 but loneliness, iieeiest 
or even physical abuse. We organise Christ mas lum. lies, 
offering many children j much-needed square meal, .is 
well as providing lood parcels for needy families. We’re 
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small’, but gratefully ie«.eoed presents. 

Yet we can only do this with your help. Could you 
help brighten up a child’s Christmas? £5 could buy a small 
Christmas present. £18 could buy a food parcel lor 
■j. family of four. £35 could pay for a Christmas pan\ for 
10 children. 

No matter how much you can give, you’ll help light 
up a child’s life this Giristmits. 

Please retain the coupon bdnrwth your gift ta 
The SabaBu fcn$, HEP0ST KB4GG, 
lfll (hen VUnia Sheri, LMXMS4BfiR. 
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Racal shares 
shed 18% 
on warning 


Chris Godstnark 

Business Correspondent 

Racal Electronics will this 
morning attempt to regain the 
confidence of investors after an 
unexpected profits warning by 
tbc defence and telecommuni- 
cations group yesterday sent its 
shares plunging by more than IS 
per cent. 

The news, which stunned 
City analysts, wiped more than 
£l25m off Racars stock market 
value, ending a dire few months 
in which the company lost out 
to British Telecom in a £lbn 
contract bid to replace the 
armed forces’ telephone net- 
work and learned of further de- 
lays to another programme to 
replace British Army mobile ra- 
dios. The shares ended the day 
50p lower at 225p. 

In a statement to the Stock 
Exchange, Racal warned that its 
pre-tax profits for this year 
were likely to be £20m less than 
analysts had expected, at 
around £50m. This represents 
a drop of 29 per cent from the 
profits already reported for last 
year of £70.4m. 

Racal also surprised analysts 
by bringing forward the an- 
nouncement of its results for the 
first six months of thisyear from 
Thursday to today. The state- 
ment said the results were ex- 
pected to show profits of £21m 
after a previously announced ex- 


ceptional chaige of £l0m for the 
restructuring of the Data Group 
subsidiary. 

The announcement blamed a 
"significant reduction" in orders 
from the group's Radio Com- 
munications division, which 
makes a range of mobile radio 
systems sold to military forces 
around the world. 

The difficulties were likely to 
reduce the radio arm's sales this 
year by £30m. compared with 
last year’s £161m, pushing the 
business into the red. Of the 
£20m drop in profits, the radio 
division would account for 
£15m, with a further £5m of 
what the company described as 
"bits and pieces, though noth- 
ing serious” 

Senior directors, led by chief 
executive David Elsbury, met 
last Friday for a regular monthly 
board meeting where continued 
problems with the progress of 
the radio arm came to a head. 

Mr Elsbuiy said yesterday: 
'There are slippages in three 
major orders, one with the UK 
government, one with the Mid- 
dle East and one in Latin 
America. We haven't lost the or- 
ders but we could see them slip- 
ping. We decided, I think 
correctly, to act prudently and 
inform the City.” 

However, the statement left 
analysts perplexed. One sai± 
" Selling military radios isn’t 
like running Marks & Spencers. 


Orders for these products are 
booked at least a year or 18 
months in advance. So why did 
it take so long for the board to 
learn about this?" 

Mr Etyboiy insisted he was 
happy with the way the radio 
arm was run, but blamed its con- 
tinued decline on world-wide 
defence cutbacks. “Ws are m to- 
tal control of our forecasting but 
lead times in military radios are 
three yeans," he said. 

The division makes the 
Jaguar battlefield radio which 
has proved popular with many 
armed forces around the world 
and has notched np sales of 
some £400tn since its introduc- 
tion in the early 1980s. But in 
recent years Racal has faced 
fierce competition from larger 
defence electronics suppliers 
such as GEC of the UK and 
Thomson CSF from France. 

The company is currently re- 
viewing the Radio Communi- 
cations business’s long-term 
future, though these further 
delays to normally lucrative 
military contracts could put a 
question mark over its survival 
as a major part of the group. 

Another problem has been 
the UK government’s repeated 
slippage to a £2bn order to re- 
place the Army’s battlefield ra- 
dio network. An announcement 
on the contract has been de- 
layed from 1997 to 1999. 

Comment, page 19 



Better than expected: In spite of faffing profits at Center Parcs, Brian Stewart denied the division was up for sale as overall profits rose at S&N 

Scottish & Newcastle to roll out themed pubs 


Ngel Cope 


Scottish & Newcastle, Britain’s 
largest brewer, is planning an 
aggre ssive expansion of some of 
its branded pubs and restaurants 
to take advantage of the grow- 
ing popularity of themed bars 
and bistros. 

The group plans to promote 
its Chef & Brewer chain as 


upmarket pub-restaurants and 
develop 35 outlets by the end of 
this year with a target of 150. 

The Bairas & Co community 
pubs wfll also be rolled out over 
the next two years after success- 
ful trials in the North and 
South-east. There are currently 
24 of these bars with 10 more 
planned by the end of the year. 

Scottish & Newcastle made 


the announcement yesterday, as 
it unveOed better-than-expected 
results for the six moaths to 27 
October. Pre-tax profits rose by 
26 per cent to £195m boosted 
strong performances from 
brewing division Scottish 


& 


dudeoa full contribution from 
last year’s Courage acquisition, 
were supported by improved 


margins on the group’s main 
brands such as John Smith's, 
Theakston’s and McEwans. 

Scottish & Newcastle’s fig- 
ures were achieved in spite of 
another poor performance at 
Center Parcs where profits fell 
from £17lm to £164m. Man- 
agement said consumer confi- 
dence was improving in some 
countries such as Germany 
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which was helping bookings. 

Brian Stewart, chief execu- 
tive, denied the division was for 
sale but said; “Everything is for 
sale at a price." 

Scottish & Newcastle’s group 
sales were 24 per cent higher at 
£1.66bn in tne period. The 
shares reacted positively, rising 
22p to 661p. 

investment column, page 20 


Sears to raise 

cash through 
Freemans sale 


Patrick Tooher 


Sears, the sprawling retail 
group, yesterday confirmed it 
was in earjy-stage talks with sev- 
eral parties to sell Freemans, 
Britain's t hind-largest mail or- 
der business, in a move that 
could pave the way for surplus 
cash to be returned to long-suf- 
fering shareholders. 

"If there is an opportunity for 
Sears to sell Freemans or col- 
laborate with a third party, 
then clearly it is something we 
will consider," Liam Strong, 
Sears’ chief executive, said. 

The talks, described by Mr 
Strong as being preliminary" 
and '‘exploratory*’ , are under- 
stood to be with all of Freemans' 
main rivals in the mail-order 
business. These include Great 
Universal Stores, the market 
leader and Littlewoods. 

"Sears has believed for some 
time that consolidation within 
the mail-order market would re- 
sult in benefits for customers, 
suppliers and industry partici- 
pants.'' Mr Strong continued, 
adding that a further an- 
nouncement would be made if 
anything emerged from ihe 
preliminary discussions. 

Offers for Freemans, which 
made profits of £38m on sales 
of £53 Im in the year to Janu- 
ary IMdf*. arc thought to be in 
the £350m region. 

News that Sears is in cash- 
raising talks wfll also encourage 
hopes that it is serious about 
paying back a substantial 
amount of money to its share- 
holders, possibly in the form of 
a special dividend. 

Last month, after Sears 
raised £S0m froraihe sale of the 
St Enoch shopping centre in 



Reviewing options: Liam 
Strong wants cash returned 

Glasgow, Mr Strong said: "In 
(he light of the group's cash re- 
sources, the board wfll be re- 
viewing options available for 
returning any surplus cash to 
shareholders.” 

However, news of the Free- 
man talks failed to impress the 
City, and the shares closed 05p 
lower at 925p. 

Freemans operates at the 
agency end of the mail-order 
business, where agents receive 
commission on sales. Analysts 
say this business is in long- 
term decline as the direct-mail 
order market expands. 

Mr Strong has been under re- 
newed pressure to placate 
shareholders since September 
when Sears revealed interim 
profits bad collapsed from 
£20m to just £2J>m after taking 
a £25m provision against expo- 
sure to shoe shops sold to 
Stephen Hinchliffe's failed Fa- 
cia group. Apart from Self- 
ridges, the flagship London 
department store, all other di- 
visions reported lower profits. 



Nigel Cope 


The long-running boardroom 
bust-up at Emap, the media 
group, finally drew to an untidy 
close yesterday when share- 
holders voted overwhelmingly 
to oust two “dissident" non- 
executive directors who had 
contested changes to the com- 
pany's articles of association. 

However, the dispute re- 
mained a bitter one to the end 
with the two-and-a-half hour 
emergency general meeting in 
central London marred by per- 
sonal insults and 31-temper. 

Sir John Hoskyns, Emap’s 
chairman and Robin Miller, 


chief executive, were variously 
accused by shareholders of 
"double standards", “unethical 
behaviour” and of conducting 
personal vendettas. Mr Miller, 
who maintained a silence 
throughout, was accused of be- 
ing “power seeking”. 

Their behaviour was com- 
pared to that of Boris Yeltsin's 
removal of dissenting voices 
from his cabinet 

The two directors, Professor 
Ken Simmonds and Joe Cooke, 
were eventually outvoted by a 
majority of three toooe by a tiiow 
of hands. When Anne Simpson 
of Pirc, the corporate gover- 
nance lobby group, called for a 


poll, including proxies, it shewed 
109 millian votes in favour of the 
pair’s removal while 12 million 
voted against There are 207 
million shares in issue. 

Sir- John Hosiyns told the 
meeting that the breakdown in 
relations between the board and 
the two dissidents was irrepara- 
ble and that their removal would 
end the row which has cast a 
cloud over Emap’s share price. 
“I am confident that with these 
two resolutions passed, the 
board will be fuQy united and 
reacty to give full attention to 
your company’s business." 

The row centred on a change 
of articles approved by an an- 


nual meeting in July. These re- 
moved a provision to retain at 
least five non-executive direc- 
tors and enabled a director to 
be ousted if three-quarters of 
the board voted in favour' . 

At yesterday’s meeting, which 
was attended by more than 100 
shareholders, both Professor 
Simmonds and Mr Cooke de- 
livered lengthy statements on 
their objections to the changes. 
Professor Simmonds said noth 
executives should have an over- 
riding responsibility to speakoat 
when it was in shareholders in- 
terests. He warned that the 
board should not fall under the 
control of any one person. Quot- 


ing philosopher Sir Edmund 
Burke, be said: “For evil to tri- 
umph it only requires enough 
good men to do nothing." 

He claimed the dissidents 
struggle was a “David and Go- 
liath*’ affairwith himself and Mr 
Cooke pitched against Emap’s 
“well-oiled PR machine". 

He said the board should ad- 
dress the succession question as 
Sir John is due to step down as 
chairman in 1998 and appoint 
non-executive directors who 
were not executive directors of ' 
other companies. 

Mr Cooke accused Sir John 
and MrMUIer of con ducting the 
corporate equivalent of a three 


line whip to get the board to 
agree the article changes. 

Mr Cooke closed by saying : 

“The chairman and chief exec- 
utive who pushed through these 
changes should not be left in 
charge of Emap much longer." 

After both rebel directors 
had been heckled by share- 
holders for taking too long over 
their statements Anne Simpson 
of Pirc called fora poll and said: 

“It's very sad what has hap- 
pened at Emap. But the good £ 
thing is that the decision is be- 
ing made by shareholders.” 

Emap shares dosed 5p higher 
at 735p. 

Comment, page 19 


Court aulds Textiles 
sells last spinning mills 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Another chapter in the loog 
shake-out of the British textile 
trade came to a close yesterday 
when Courtaulds Textiles sold 
off the last of its spinning mills. 

Courtaulds Textiles, the busi- 
ness formed after the Cour- 
taulds empire split its chemicals 
and dothmg businesses in a de- 
merger six years ago, is selling 
the two mills in Bolton and 
Oldham to Shiloh, a long- 
established quoted textiles and 
healthcare company also based 
in Oldham. 

The deal marks the end of a 
dramatic decline in Courtaulds' 
yarn spinning businesses, which 
as recently as 1988 employed 
5,500 people in more than 30 
mflk in the UK. Earlier this year 
it closed two other mills in 
Atherton, Manchester and 


Wolfenden in Bolton, which 
togetherempioyed 300 people. 

Just 500 jobs are left in the 
two remaining mills, and last 
night Edmund Gartside, chair- 
man of Shfioh, said these would 
be secured as a result of the sale. 

“We've not bought it to can- 
nibalise it, we've bought it to run 
it. We’re very committed to 
the business and it’s comple- 
mentary to our existing opera- 
tions," he said. It wm make 
Shiloh the largest cotton 
spinner in the UK with annual 
sales of £35m. 

Stuart Banks, chief executive 
of Courtaulds Spuming, will 
also transfer to Sttuoh. He said: 
“It’s obviously sad for Cour- 
taulds but its a very exciting day 
for the employees." 

The Swan Lane M31 in 
Bolton is one of the largest in 
Britain, with 460,000 square 
feet of factory space organised 


on six floors. It was once part 
of a complex of three mills, 
which still dominate the 
surrounding skyline, though 
the other two were dosed long 
ago. 

Shiloh is paying just over 
£4m for the mills which Cour- 
taulds pointed out bad an asset 
value of £6m. They made profits 
last year of £800, (XXJ and are on 
course this year to increase 
this to £lm. Courtaulds bought 
Swan Lane in 1974 and has in- 
vested heavily there in the past 
10 years, spending around £5m 
in new computerised machinery 
in 1989. 

However under the leader- 
ship of Martin Taylor, now chief 
executive of Barclays Bank, the 
Textiles business turned its 
sights towards the clothing busk 
□ess. It is now a large supplier 
of underwear to Marks and 
Spencer. 


RECs win six-month 
delay to full competition 


BBchael Harrison 

The introduction of foil com- 
petition into die domestic elec- 
tricity market is to be delayed 
for at least six months after an 
intense lobbying campaign by 
the industiy. 

The delay means that Britain’s 
23 mSBcm domestic electricity 
consumers wtU not all be able to 
shop around among different 
suppliers until the autumn of 
1998 and perhaps even later. 

Professor Stephen LittlechOd, 
the industry regulator, an- 
nounced yesterday that com- 
petition would be phased in 
from 1. April, 1998 based on 
postal codes. Initially, only 10 
per cent of customers will be al- 
lowed to switch supplier when 
the market is liberalised. 

A further 15 per cent of 
households or some 3 5 million 
customers nationally wiD be able 


to shop around from the end of 
May. A third phase of liberali- 
sation, covering another 25 per 
oent of customers, wfl] be phased 
in towards the end of July. 

But the remaining 50 per 
cent of the market- accounting 
for more than 1 1 million house- 
holds -wiD not be able to switch 
suppliers until mid-September. 

The regional electricity com- 
panies (RECs) had proposed 
that the changeover be phased 
in over 18 months because of the 
huge logistical and technologi- 
cal problems posed by giving 23 
mfiK on customers commercial 
freedom from day one. 

Professor UttlechDd has re- 
jected thitf but he also said it 
would be necessary to monitor 
the situation closely. “If any sig- 
rise it would 



tion covering an initial 2 mififon 
customers will indude all non- 
domestic consumers in the? be- 
low 100 kilowatt market sheik as 
retailers and small businesses, 
those with half-hourly m etering 
and those with multiple sites. 

Eastern Group, Britain’s 
biggest electridty distributor 
with 3 million customers, said: 

“Wc are pleased with the con- 
trolled market start up, the 
method of using post codes and 
the inclusion of all small buss- £ 
□esses within the first phase " 

Brian Staples, chief executive 
of United Utilities, tty! elec- 
tricity and water supplier for the 

North-west, has pot tfaepqsts of 
preparing the market for liber- 
alisation at £ltm. The company . 
is spearheading a campaign to 
persuade Professor Littlechild 
to take these costs into ac- 
count in setting his next set of 
price controls. r-. 
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Two ex-MTM bosses 
convicted of fraud 


JHI TVeanor 


Two former executives of 
MTM. once the UK’s second- 
biggest fine chemicals firm, 
were convicted yesterday at the 
Old Bailey on fraud charges 
brought by the Serious Fraud 
Office and the North' York- 
shire Police Fraud Squad. 

Richard Lines. 60, former 
chairman and a founder of 
MTM, was convicted of two of- 
fences of conspiring to account 
falsely and one offence of mak- 
ing misleading, false dr decep- 
tive statements. ' 

Thomas Baxter, 45, the com- 


pany's former finance director, 
was convicted of one cobnt of 
conspiracy to account falsely 
and another of making mis- 
leading, false or deceptive state- 
ments. 

He was acquitted on a further 
account of conspiring to accpum 
falsely. Sentencing was de- 
ferred. ;• 

During the trial, whicfrSffart- 
ed in June, Vivian Robinso^ ‘° r 
the SFO said: "Lines anffBa* 
ter, assisted by othfets,-«ww« 
the books , in order to gtwd «“* 
impression that the wmgjjy 
was a good deal more profi#* 
that was, in fact, the i 
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Housing market in danger of bouncing too high 


‘Fbr'most 
homebuyers, real 
prices are a rather 
pointless, theoretical 
nation. What matters, 
especially to those 
with negative equity, 
is how much bigger 
their actual house 
price is than the 
mortgage' 


S o much for all that guff about how the 
last recession taught us all a jolly good 
lesson about the perils of investing in hous- 
ing. It is now clear beyond any doubt that a 
new housing boom is under way. What is 
more, it has the Government cheering it on 
from the sidelines, in the vain hope that vot- 
ers will see it as evidence of an economy well 
managed. In fact it was always likely to be 
the case that the longer the fall in bouse prices 
continued, the bigger the bounce was g oing 
to be, just as in any other market. The hard- 
est question to answer over the last three 
years has been just when that bonnce will ac- 

The evidence is now accumulating that we 
have at last reached the turning point and 
that prices are now rising with a momentum 
that risks getting out of control- One of the 
best ways to see this is to look at real house 
prices, after adjusting for inflation. 

It is true that; for most homebuyers, real 
prices are a rather pointless theoretical 
notion. What matters, especially to those i 
with negative equity, is how much bigger 
their bouse price is than the mortgage. But 
in fact real prices have proved a rather bet- 
ter guide to the market than nominal prices. 

. Over the last quarter-century, real house 
prices have shown several periods of sus- 
tained decline. In the 197% these were big- 
ger than any in the latest recession, though 
they did not persist for as long. 

The interesting point is how quickly after 
previous price collapses the market recov- 


ered its momentum. All it took were a few 
quarters of steady real increases and bous- 
ing market turnover look off again. 

Data from building societies has been 
showing small and faltering annual rises for 
three years, in nominal terms, which has led 
to much confusion about trends. But with 
the exception of one quarter at the end of 
1994. the more si gnifican t measure of real 
house price inflation has been consistently 
negative since 1989 - until the last few 
months that is, when suddenly it became 
sharply and convincingly positive. 

With bouse prices rising at an annual 7-8 
per cent this autumn and inflation under 3 
per cent, it is at last possible to point to a 
genuine change in the market- Unfortu- 
nately, the bouse price take-off is not a phe- 
nomenon that can be dealt with by the odd 
quarter-point rise in mortgage rates. It takes 
a lot to change human aature; the reces- 
sion was nowhere near enough. 

Who is running the 
Racal hotch-potch? 

R acal has demerged so much of its vital 
innards over the years (Vodafone, 
Chubb), delivering huge amounts of value 
to shareholders in the process, that it real- 
ly shouldn't come as much of surprise that 
what remains is, well, a bit of a hotch-potch 
of unwanted left-overs. Final confirmation 
of this uncomfortable truth came yesterday 


with a quite disastrous profits warning from 
the Racal rump. Profits for the full year are 
not going to be just a few mil below what the 
stock market was expecting. In fact they are 
going to be £20m less and the interims are 
being rushed forward to clarity the position. 

The main problem appears to be in the 
military radio division, where expected 
orders have been slow to come through. 
However, it is bard to see how this can 
explain the full extent of the damage, since 
such orders are generally very long term and 
the profits that flow from them therefore 
easy to predict. 

Tbugh rules exist these days to prevent 
companies massaging down stock market 
expectations in the way they once did by 
drip-feeding the bad news over a period of 
time. These days, all the bad news has to be 
released in one, humiliating go by way of a 
publicly announced trading statement. But 
this doesn't really explain the problem 
either. The extent of the shortfall seems to 
have been as much of a shock to directors 
as it was the stock market 

It is hard to resist the impression of a com- 
pany not properly in control of hs affairs or 
reporting structures. That may be unfair, but 
directors still have a lot of explaining to do 
whatever the truth. There are still lots of 
“good bits" within Racal, as well as some 
good stories to tell about them, but there 
doesn't seem to be much of a strategy to con- 
nect and unify them. i 

Perhaps, in the end, this doesn't much I 


matter in a company like Racal. Its invest- 
ment appeal was always as one of that lucky 
breed of companies which every now and 
again seemingly by chance, stumbles across 
a gold mine - Vbdafone being the most spec- 
tacular example. 

But just bow mam* times is it possible to 
win the National Lottery, investors will be 
asking themselves. 

Emap kicks itself 
in the teeth 

I n the end it was inevitable that the Emap 
Two would have to go. But in parting com- 
pany with its dissident non-executive direc- 
tors. Professor Ken Simmonds and Joe 
Cooke, Emap has neither enhanced its own 
reputation nor struck a blow for better cor- 
porate governance. 

What began as a spat over proposed 
changes in the company's articles of associ- 
ation quickly degenerated into a full-blown 
and very public row over the way Sir John 
Hoskyns chairs the Emap board from which 
no one emerges with much credit. 

The dissidents were made to look small- 
minded and obsessive - witness Lheir bel- 
ligerent and personalised attacks on the 
Emap top brass during yesterday s extraor- 
dinary meeting . 

On the other hand Sir John and his fel- 
low directors come over as a rather smug 
bunch who pay lip service to shareholder 


democracy only when it suits them. The fact 
that they actually bothered to hold an egm 
yesterday to dispense with Mr Cooke and 
Professor Simmonds when the changes in 
the company’s articles which originally 
sparked the row rendered such a meeting 
unnecessary is neither here nor there. 

The power of the proxy has crushed 
many a small shareholder revolt and it was 
on display again yesterday at the Con- 
naught Rooms in London, scene to Emap’s 
meeting. It is a safe bet that Emap would not 
have held an egm if there was any danger 
of losing the vote. 

It is important to remember why the 
changes in the articles (they were passed at 
last July's agm ) were so objectionable to the 
two dissidents. Emap has removed the 
requirement for there to be no fewer than 
five Don-exccutivcs and given its board the 
power to remove a fellow director by a 75 
per cent vote. 

Notwithstanding what Emap says, this is 
not in line with current practice* In fact 
Emap is distinctly in (he minority. Nor. as 
has been suggested, is it a means of pre- 
venting shareholder interests from being 
abused by a domineering chairman. Such 
creatures tend to fill boardrooms with place- 
men. In fact the effect of the changes Is to 
make it easier to stifle dissent and harder Ui 
keep rogue executives in check. 

Between now and his retirement in 1998 
Sir John has a duty to set up adequate safe- 
guards to prevent this from ever happening. 
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bzw pound will lead to higher rates 

cash route 


MAM plans payout 
for shareholders after 
£100m Mercury sale 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 

Institutions said yesterday that 
they had agreed to participate 
in a detailed examination of a 
new technique for raising cap- 
ital for companies, following a 
meeting at BZW last Friday. 

BZW put forward a proposal 
aimed at resolving a dispute in 
the City about the future of 
shareholders' pre-emption 
rights which could also help fend 
off a threatened monopolies in- 
quiiy into the City's charges for 
capital-raising. 

Richard Regan of the Asso- 
ciation of .British Insurers, 
called the meeting “constructive 
and productive". The institu- 
tions are to examine the pro- 
posal in more detail in a 
working group with BZW. The 
meeting included representa- 
tives of the National Association 
of Pension Ftinds. 

BZW told the institutions 
that it was possible with its new 
proposals to sell shares through 
a book-building exercise while 
preserving the pre-emption 
right of existing shareholders to 
first refusal of new shares, pro 
rata to their existing holdings- 

Book-building is an American 
import in which shares are mar- 
keted directly to all potential 
buyers, not just existing share- 
holders. Until now it has been 
seen as a direct attack on the 
British system of rights issues 
because under a book-building 
existing shareholders receive 
no special treatment. The two 
methods were seen as mutually 
exclusive. . , 

Although the debate is about 
a technicality of oorporate fi- 
nance, it has split the City down 
the middle. Integrated invest- 
ment banks want to use book- 
building much more extensively. 

But traditional merchant 
banks and most investing insti- 
tutions have regarded book- 
building as .» . 

undermining their pre-empnon 
richts, and they claim it also 
bnngs much bigger fees to ad- 

Vl ^However, there appear to 
he several unanswered ques- 
tions about BZWs plani m- 

dudins * he ““P" 4 * ? n 
SSildetsand the size of the 
^ t bat would be charged to 

^Another important techni- 
cafire that the institutions want 

SSishowtradmgmntf- 

Sd rights would be preserved. 
FS?the traditional system, 
tht* riaht 1 to subscribe to an is- 
^ 2? ha* a value of its own 
S bought and sold 

the shares* 


Yvette Cooper 
and Michael Harrison 

Industry leaders yesterday 
voiced renewed concern over 
the strength of sterling as the 
pound rose to its highest level 
for 34 months amid speculation 
that the Chancellor, Kenneth 
Garke, will have to raise inter- 
est rates again soon. 

Meanwhile new economic 
data released yesterday pro- 
vided further support for the 
wager in the markets that base 
rates are set to go up with both 
money supply mid demand for 
manufactured consumer goods 
growing strongly in November. 

Both the money supply and 
the demand for manufactured 
consumer goods grew strongly 
again in November, showing 
that the consumer boom is con- 
tinuing to swell and putting 
pressure on Kenneth Clarke to 


make a pre-emptive strike 
against inflationary pressures. 

Sterling brieffy passed the 
DM2.60 level before falling 
batik slightly to DM25975 -still 
its strongest showing since Bsb- 
ruare 1994. Meanwhile it rose 
by 05 to 945 on the trade- 
weighted in dg*- 

The Confederation of British 
Industry said: “The message in- 
creasingly comingback framour 
members is that the strength of 
then pound is very worrying and 
wiO increasingly jeopardise our 
export co mp et iti veness.'’ 

Alan Anrritage, chief econo- 
mist at the Engineering Em- 
ployers Association, said: 
“dearly sterling's appreciation 
is going to mate Me harder in 
export markets. Manufacturers 
like the competitive edge that 
a lower aurency brin^ and any 
appreciation in the pound will 
hurt.” 


He said, however, that it was 
too eariy to say whether the lev- 
el of new orders was being af- 
fected while many exporters 
were already well-hedged 
against the stronger pound. 

In the markets there seemed 
little end in sight to the pound's 
surge. 

“Everybody loves sterling," 
said Joe Prendergast, currency 
strategist at Merrill Lynch. 
Speculators are betting that 
Mr Clarke win have to raise in- 
terest rates soon because eco- 
nomic growth and inflationary 
pressures are rising. 

The Chartered Institute of 
Purchasing and Supply (CUPS) 
reported in its latest survey 
yesterday that the stronger 
pound had dampened overseas 
demand for certain goods as ex- 
port prices rise. 

However, the stronger pound 
also makes it cheaper for man- 


ufacturers to import compo- 
nents and raw materials -many 
of which are priced in dollars - 
thus helping to offset the effect 
on exports. 

Despite the pressures on ex- 
porters, demand for British 
manufacturing in other areas re- 
mains strong. The Purchasing 
Managers' Index, produced by 
the OPS to reflect the state of 
activity in the manufacturing 
sector, remained roughly stable 
at 54.4, compared with 545 in 
October. 

Meanwhile, rising domestic 
demand is more than compen- 
sating for any squeeze on orders 
from abroad - particularly con- 
sumer demand. The CIPS index 
for output and new orders 
among manufacturers of con- 
sumer goods showed the 
sharpest rise of any sector. 

Manufacturers of investment 
goods, on the other hand, saw 


new orders (for new plant and 
machinery) slow considerably in 
November, reflecting continued 
business reluctance to invest. 

Adam Cole of HSBC James 
Capel said the figures showed 
that “growth remains heavily 
skewed towards consumers 
rather than investment. Given 
that the Budget shifted the tax 
burden away from consumers 
and onto businesses, this is bad 
news for medium-term growth." 

Figures from the Bank of 
England on the money supply 
reinforced the evidence of 
strong consumer spending. MO, 
which shows the amount of 
notes and coins in circulation, 
grew by 75 percent in the year 
to November, up marginally on 
the 7.4 per cent in the year to 
October. 

This is far above the Gov- 
ernment's monitoring range few 
MO of 0-4 per cent. 


Jill Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 

Mercury Asset Management, 
Britain's largest independent 
fund management group, is 
selling Mercury Bank, its Swiss 
private bank,' for SFr250m 
(£100ra) to Republic National 
Bank of New York Suisse. 

The sale will generate ap- 
proximately £40m in cash for 
MAM as the deposits of Mer- 
cury* Bank had been consoli- 
dated on MAM’s balance sheet. 

Stephen Zimmerman, deputy 
chairman of MAM. said the 
group was considering re- 
distributing the proceeds of the 
sale to shareholders. 

“We will be looking at ways, 
if we don’t have use for the cash, 
[to return it to shareholders]." 
Mr Zimmerman said. 

He said MAM would not 
know if it needed the cash until 
the time of its results in March. 

And before returning any 


cash to shareholders the com- 
pany would need clarification of 
the lax implications of share 
buy-backs and large dividends 
following the recent action 
taken by Kenneth Garke. the 
Chancellor. 

The decision to sell the pri- 
vate bank is part of MAM's 
strategy to concentrate on its 
core investment management 
business and its LffC and Jersey- 
based international private 
client operations. 

In addition, MAM will man- 
age a “significant" pool of as- 
sets for Republic National, 
which specialises in private 
banking, h is 100 percent 
owned by Safira Republic Hold- 
ings. which in turn Is part of the 
Republic New York Corpora- 
tion Banking Group. 

MAM will keep its repre- 
sentative office in Zurich, which 
markets mutual funds and in- 
vestment services for institu- 
tional clients. 


Olgas under pressure 
to get tough on pushy 
independent salesmen 


Buy Now, Pay May ‘97 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

Pressure was mounting last 
night on the’ e2S industry watch- 
dog, Ofgas, to introduce tough 
controls on doorstep selling as 
concern increased about tactics 
used by independent suppliers 
as they attempted to persuade 
households to switch from 
British Gas in competition tri- 
als due to start in the south of 
England. 

Sue Slipman, the director of 
the Gas Consumers Council, 
yesterday called on Ofgas to in- 
tervene in a row between inde- 
pendent gas companies over a 
proposed voluntary code of 
conduct which would be policed 
by the industry. She said: “We 
keep coming across more in- 
stances of unacceptable prac- 
tices. What we're saying to 
Ofgas is that if you get this 
wrong then you wfl] be bringing 

competition into disrepute. 

Ms SKpman has written to the 
Gas Shippers’ Forum, the body 
which represents most inde- 
pendent suppliers, to compla in 
about the code, which she saw 
does not go far enough- A draft 
of the document arrived at the 
GCCs London headquarters cm 
Friday afternoon with a reply 
demanded in just two hours. 

In recent weeks the GCC has 
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Sue SDpman: Says some sales tactics are unacceptable 


received growing numbers of 
complaints from consumers in 
the two trial areas, Dorset and 
the former county of Avon, 
and Kent and Sussex. Eastern 

Natural Gas, owned by Hanson, 
has dismissed (me sales agent 
and suspended another after al- 
legations they misled customers. 

In the first competition trial 
which began in die South-west 
of England in May, there were 
complaints about the high pres- 
sure tactics used by Sweb, the 
regional electricity company. 
Marty consumers claimed they 
did not realise they had signed 
up to a formal supply contract 
after a doorstep-sales visiL 


Ofgas has attempted to dis- 
tance itself from rows over 
marketing tactics, which it be- 
lieves are the responsibility of 
the competition watchdog, the 
Office of Fair 'fra ding. A 
spokesman said: “Htfe just don’t 
have the legal authority to do 

it." 

The GCC says that “cold -call- 
ing’' on the doorstep tty a sales 
force can be acceptable as long 
as it is rigorously policed Any 
code of conduct should indude 
seven-day coolingroff periods 
for consumers and follow-up 
phone calls to confirm that 
customers understand what 
they have signed; 



Bacon & Woodrow may limit liability 

hac 45 nartners and more than Bacon & Woodrow and the ac- be a follower rather than a 


peter Rodgers 
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is jomingtite large 
accountancy and 
“u Professional orwmisa- 
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foe options under dis- 
“"S Duncan Ferguson, se- 
cuS !^mer, said: “1 amsurewe 

S$ r $Stour liability * due 
"gSin & Woodrow, which 


has 45 partners and more than 
1 000 staff, was prompted to 
search for ways of ending tts un- 
limited liability partnership 
status by the shock of havmg to 

fiobt a £400m lawsuiL ft is foe 

threat of enormous actions for 
damages that has persuaded 
most of foe accountancy firms 
to look for new limited owner- 
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Bacon & Woodrow and the ac- 
countants Erast & Young over 
the reinsurers’ acquisition of 
Victory Reinsurance from Le- 
gal & General in 1990. 

But Mr Ferguson confirmed 
foe pressures of foe case - 
which could have cost each 
partner millions if it had lost - 
had prompted foe re think about 

partnership status. 

Mr Ferguson said a decision 
would not be taken until foe 
confused legal and tax picture 
of limited Sabflity partnerships 
was resolved and so a decision 

had been deferred. 

The firm would not make the 
“Kwe in 1997, mid because of 
foe confusion ir had decided to 


be a follower rather than a 
leader. 

Jersey recently changed its 
laws to encoura ge Xjk part- 
nerships to swiicb to the island. 
The British Government has 
promised an. on-shore equiva- 
lent to persuade them not to go. 
but foe MaalKevenue has cre- 
ated a serious- obstacle by 
foreateningto taxlimited part- 
nerships as if they were incor- 
porated.. 

A survey by Smith & WUlia- 

•mson group -found that more 
than half of partnerships in foe 

professions were considering 

hunting partners’ 1 Lability. The 
ample of 90 finns included so- 
h atorsa udsniv^o r s. 
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Courage gives S&N a boost 


Scottish & 
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With the beer industry braced for an 
imminent OFT decision on the 


The Investment Column 


proposed takeover of Carisbexg- 
Tetley by Bass. Scottish & Newcastle 


yesterday kicked off a busy week for 
Britain's brewers with a better-than- 


EDITED BY MAGNUS GKIMOND 


expected set of half-year figure 
Pre-tax profits were 26 per cent 
higher at 195m. helped by a full six- 
month contribution from last year's 
Courage deal. But what impressed 
the market most was SAN’s ability 
to grow earnings per share by 18 per 
cent in a year when one of its main 
businesses - Center Pares - again 
turned in a poor performance, 
profits there were down £5m, hit by 
the economic problems of northern 
Europe as well as one-off costs in 
the Benelux countries and £Im of 
redundancy charges. 

S&N chief executive Brian 
Stewart denies that Center Parcs is 
a concept that has peaked and 
points to UK occupancy rates of 91 
per cent and rising spend per head 
figures both in the UK and Europe. 
However, speculation continues 
that the business may be sold, 
although a float of the continental 
Center Parcs is another possibility 
The division which wrong-footed 
analysts was brewing, where the re- 
named Scottish Courage business 


improved profits by a better-than- 
expected 67 percent to £90m. S&N 
has been building margins rather 
than chasing sales with its stable of 
brands, which include Theaks ton's, 
John Smith's and McEwan’s. Some 
£18m of costs have been taken out 
so far, with £45m planned for the full 
year. 

With the economy improving in 
the South of England fester than in 
the North, management admits 
these results would not have looted 
as good without the Courage deal. 

In retailing, S&N lags behind 
Whitbread in the development of 
themed pubs and restaurants. How- 
ever, it is starting to motor with 3? 
Chef & Brewer pub-restaurants 
planned for this year and an 
eventual target of 150. Another 
format earmarked for roll-out is 
Barras & Co, the community pub 
brand started earlier his year. 

With a forward price-earnings of 
14, assuming full-year profits hit 
£3 80m, S&N shares are trading at 
a discount u> rivals such as Whit- 


bread and Bass, the latter of which 
reports later this week. S&N shares 
jumped 22p to 661p yesterday and 
would rise further if management 
can demonstrate that Center Parcs 
is on the mend. A strong hold- 


Ascot head is 
worth backing 


Ascot Holdings' pedigree is hardly 
of the sort to inspire confidence. Bet- 
ter known in its old guise as Con- 
trol Securities, the one-time pubs to 
hotels group was formerly the 
vehicle of disgraced businessman 
Nazmu ViranL Not content with its 
own colourful past, this summer As- 
cot paid £290m for Suter, the mud- 
conglomerate whose name is 
synonymous with that of its contro- 
versial chairman, David Abell. 

But if anyone is going to help 
Ascot escape its history, it is chair- 
man and chief executive Howard 


Dyer, who is credited with turning 
round Hamleys, the toyshop group. 

Mr Dyer is busy turning Ascot on 
its head, so yesterdays interim 
results showing pre-tax profits slid- 
ing from £8.Sm to £1 Jon in the six 
months to September axe pretty 
meaningless as a guide to the future. 
The figures reflect a divestment pro- 
gramme which bas seen the group 
raise over £200m from disposals 
since Mr Dyer’s arrival in 199 1. He 
expects to raise dose to£40m more 
over the next two years from sell- 
ing most of the former Control 

That vriU all be neededas^^^^ 
has soared to 244 per cent since the 
Suter acquisition. But Mr Dyer is 
confident of paying that down easSy 
within a two to three-year timetable 
mainly through the disposal of two 
of Suter”s four divisions. 
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assunung no Sitter disposals, would 


put the shares, np 1.5pat 326.5p, ion 
a forward p/e ratio of 14. Worth 


a forward p/e ratio of 14. Worth 
backing the man, even if it may be 
a while before a dear picture of tbe 
business emerges. 


Specialist engineering will defi- 
nitely be kept. The Searie refriger- 
ation equipment business and 
Flo form spark plug electrode op- 
erations both have strong market 
shares. Chemicals also looks safe. 
That leaves the automotive arm and 
a rag-bag ranging from drills to 
beauty care mostly likely to be on 
the block early next year. 

Profits of £28m next year. 


BTG’s patent 
potential 


Sharesm ETC, foe old British Tecb- 
nology Group, have been among the 
best performers cm the stock mar- 
ket in the last year, rising from a low 
of 700p to last night's £24375p. 


Ownership of potentially lucrative 

pflt<»nK lies behind the snares rise. 
BTG patents whacky inventions and 
licences the intellectual property 
rights to big groups like Zeneca ana 
SmithKline Beecham and biotech 
companies, including Peptide Ther- 
apeutics, and earns royalties in return. 

BTG currently owns over 9,000 
patemsbut tbe most entiling prospect 
is Tbrotrak, a fuel-saving variable 
tr ansmissio n system developed in- 
house and licensed to nine vehicle 
including Ford and 
Tbyota. Ultimately Tbrotrak could re- 
place cars* gearbox system, making 
for a lighter, more fud efficient sys- 
tem with fewer moving parts. 


Japanese investment bank Yamai- 
chi reckons Toroiruk could be worth , 
up to flbn. compared with BTG's J 
current market value of £427 m. 

In the meantime, a final payment 
estimated at £2m for BTG's Pyreth- > 
Hn crop protect too insecticide al- ! 
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lowcd the group to post interim 
pre-tax profits of £170*000 versus a I 
£2.1m loss a year ago, though BTG - 1 
is cautious about whether it will re- .. , 
main in the black for the full year. 

A proposed one-for-five share 
split should improve marketability. . 
Tfemaidii's estimated net present val- 
ue ranges from £400m to £3bn, im- 
plying a share price potential of up 
to £170. Interesting, but speculative. 



IT’S SIMPLER TO SEND A CARD. 


If you run a small business and you’d like to say “Thank 
You** to your customers this Christmas, a card is the best way 


to get your message across. 


It provides a nice personal touch thats warm and friendly 
without being over the top. And, unlike a business card 


the waste-paper bin, your card will be a thoughtful reminder 
of your services right up to Twelfth Night. 

Post your cards (using our colourful festive stamps) and 
Royal Mail could help your company 
to have a more prosperous New Tear. 


which usually goes straight into the bottom of a drawer or A card makes Christmas. 
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Rank passes 
up Trump deal 


Magnus Grimond 


Rank, the Mecca bingo halls to 
Butiin’s holidays group, yester- 
day pulled out of talks to invest 
$5Qm (£30m) m Donald Trump's 
Castle casino in Atlantic City, 
New Jersey. 

The plan, unveiled in Octo- 
ber, was to redecorate the 
casino to give it the theme of the 
Hard Rode chain of hamburger 
restaurants, which Rank bought 
out entirely in a £270m deal in 
June. Rank’s shares fell 9-5p to 
425 -5p yesterday. 

Trump's Castle, part of the 
leisure empire which is spear- 
heading a comeback for the 
epo&ymons former property 
tycoon, was to have been 
converted into a Hard Rode 
Casino Hotel, with the British 
group sharing in some of the 
profits. But Rank, where 
Andrew Tea re, formerly of 
En glish China Gays, took the 
helm in April, said it now re- 
garded the potential returns on 
the proposed investment as 
“inadequate”. 


A Rank spokeswoman said: 
“We explored the possibility of 


rebranding Trump Castle with 
Hard Rock branding, but hav- 
ing explored it fully, frankly the 
returns as we perceived it just 
weren’t going to meet our 
criteria.” She said there were no 
plans to reopen the talks. 

Trump Hotels & Casino Re- 
sorts had earlier announced 
the termination of discussions 
in New York. The group said, 
however, that it retained ex- 
clusive, long-term restrictive 9k. 
covenants for themed restau- 
rants, entertainment venues 
and casinos by Hard Rock Cafe 
International in the Atlantic 
City market. These “covenants” 
were included in the agree- 
ment which established the 
Hard Rock Cafe and merchan- 
dise store in the Trump Taj Ma- 
hal in Atlantic City. Other 
possible themes for Hump's 
Castle have been pursued, the 
company said. It refused to 
elaborate on what these were, 
but a decision is expected 
shortly. 
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In Brief 
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• International equity platings rose to a record $39.4bn 
(£23.4bn) in the first nine months of the year, up from S22.4bn 
in the same period last year, the OECD said. The January to Sep- 
tember total was unprecedented and evidence of bullish stock 
markets, it said in a report on financial market trends. The share 
of privatisations rose to $8_5bn, from $6.7bn a year earlier, rep- 
resenting 21.6 per cent of the total, after 29.9 per cent last year. 
The US accounted forS5-5bn, up from $4.4bn a year earlier, Swe- 
den for $4.1bn, up from $400m, the UK for $3 jSbn. up from $1.6bn. 
Italy for Sl.Sbn, up from SOTbn, France for $1.7bn, down from 
SISbn and Germany for S13bn, up from Sl.lbn. 


• Tbe Stock Exchange’s Alternative Investment Market received 
a boost when the Inland Revenue announced a capital gains tax 
clearance scheme that should help make it more attractive to in- 
vestors. In future, AIM companies will be able to approach tbe 
Inland Revenue for a ruling in advance on whether their shares 
will qualify for capital gains tax reinvestment relief. This relief 
allows investors to defer their CCTf liabilities if they reinvest in 
a qualifying company. Until now there has been considerable un- 
certainty about whether individual AIM shares are eligible, main- 
ly because ownership of a foreign subsidiary may disqualify a 
company’s shares. This rule has been relaxed so companies qual- 
ify if tbe majority of their business is in the UK. 


• UK Active' Value, the fund which owns 9 per cent of Kenwood, 
said it would be happy to recommend a paper offer for the house- 
hold appliances group from the much smaller Pifco, ‘’assuming 
it was at an appropriate level”. The fund was reacting to reports 
that Pifco was seeking to buy Kenwood, which has been under 
siege from rebel shareholders. UK Active Vhlue has already called 
for an extraordinary general meeting on 16 December to con- 
sider seeking offers fot the company. 


• P&O Containers and NedDoyd Lines have signed an agree- 
ment for a $lbn (£S95m) credit facility. It will provide finance for 
P&O Nedfloyd Container line, which will be formed from the 
merger of the container businesses of The Peninsular and Ori- 
ental Steam Navigation and Royal Nedllovd Group IjfV “Hie fa- 
cility will fund P&O Nedlloyd's initial borrowings and the 
company’s working capital requirements,” P&O Containers said. 


• Paribas, a French bank, is moving its Spanish bond trading 
activities to London from Madrid although corporate bond busi- 
ness will continue to be run from the Spanish capital. The team 
of government bond and “repo” traders will report to Stefaho 
Pashetto, co-head of European bond sales, who will co-ordinate 
the bank's sales activities in Italy, Spain and Portugal. “The move 
reflects the growing internationalisation of the Spanish market 
and an increasing interest by Paribas' overseas clients in.Spain,” 
the bank said. 


Company Results 
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It was as if the fates conspired 
to ensure the stock market 
started the Christmas month in 
a decidedly miserable mood. 

Fears of another base rate 
increase, underlined by Abbey 
National’s move, an even more 
rampant sterling and a dull 
New York display were just 
three of the inhibiting influ- 
ences. 

The Racal Electronics de- 
bacle, real and rumoured prof- 
it downgradings and a 
temptation to lock in some 
profits also gnawed at shares. 

Footsie, in thin trading, end- 
ed 19.5 points lower at 4,03115 
points. Second- and third- lin- 
ers also wilted. 

The Abbey decision unset- 
tled building and related shares 
as fears grew that higher mort- 
gage rates could choke off the 
stm hesitant housing revival 
But Abbey revelled in the 
change, gaining 12Jp to 709p, 

a high. 

'' Glaxo Weflcome was one 


under the whip of rumoured 
forecast cuts. 

There was talk a leading US 
securities house had decided 
the shares were too high and 
deserved to be nearer 800p. It 
was enough to clip the price 
8-5p to 970p. 

Hanson, now moving into 
the final throes of its painful 
demerger, fell Z5p to 77 5p as 
Nat West Securities stuck an 
81p valuation on what remains 
of the once powerful con- 
glomerate. 

The reduction stemmed in 
part from lower values for 
building material shares here 
and in the US. 

Storehouse found yet a new 
12-month low as the Barclays 
de Zoete Wedd sell advice 
continued to weigh heavily. But 
Nat West remains bullish. It be- 
lieves the growth of overseas 
franchise operations has been 
overlooked. The shares fell 
5p to 256.5p. Burton gained 
2l25p to 151p with MeesPier- 
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son suggesting an ISOp target 
Racal fused 5 Op to 222p and 
Berisford International, the 
kitchens and bathrooms group, 
tumbled 9p to 135p with the 
mystery bidder backing away. 
Conrfattlds slipped 3p to 397p 
as the chemical group's Foot- 
sie place looked increasingly 
vulnerable. PUJrington, an- 
other likely Footsie casualty, 
managed a 3.5p gain to 152p. 
on hopes of lower German in- 
terest rates. 

Scottish & Newcastle, the 
brewing group, was the best 
performing blue chip, gaming 
22 p to 661p as interim figures 
came in ahead of most expec- 
tations. Bass, year's figures to- 
morrow, rose 10-5p to 794p. 


Utilities threw off the lethar- 
gy as takeover hopes flickered 
again. London Electricity rose 
1 l-5p to 657.5p and ftrkshire 
5_5p to 764p. There were also 
ripples in the water sector 
with Severn Unit up 6.5p to 
660.5p. 

Semple Cochrane, an engi- 
neering services group, could 
have chosen a better day to 
make its debut In the event it 
still managed a healthy pre- 
mium. dosing at 218Ap from 
a 180p placing. 

On Demand Information, an 
electronic publisher, managed 
an 8 p gain to 47 Sp as the com- 
pany said it knew of no reason 
for the share price decline. The 
shares were around 140p two 


months ago, "Verson Interna- 
tional, an engineer, which an- 
nounced a near £5.8m loss 
late cm Friday, fell 2_5p to 
14p. Clobpartners Interna- 
tional. a golf group, bunkered 
itself, falling 6p to 13 .5p after 
disclosing h bad received take- 
over bids at below the market 
price. The shares were 33p in 
the summer. 

Wi ggins , the property 
group, fell 0.75p to 7.25p. 
Chief executive Oliver Iny has 
made peace with his creditors 
over guarantees he gave over 
a failed property company 
which should remove fears be 
may be forced to dump shares. 
Wiggins intends to announce 
its interim figures soon. 

SR Gent, the Marks & 
Spencer clothing supplier, 
jumped 8p to 64.5p. The bard- 
pressed group disclosed it was 
in bid t*1lr& in October. The 
sudden flurry, with one deal of 
25.000 shares going through at 
67p just before the market 


dosed, could indicate a deal 
has been sewn up. 

It is understodd that more 
than possible buyer has been 
talkin g to the company which 
had to make a £14m write off 
on the dosure of its Clothing 
Barn retailing chain. The fail- 
ure, the group's second retail- 
ing disaster, forced it into crisis 
talks with its bankers. 

In the past year Gem's 
shares have been as high as 
94p. They were floated 
through a tender off in 1984 - 
the strike price was 184p. La- 
mont, another textile group 
which has found the going 
tough, was 2.5p higher at 
186.5p on vague talk of a 
Dutch bid. The shares have 
come down from 324p in the 
summer. 

Kenwood Appliances, the 
kitchen equipment group, is 
another where a bidder hovers. 
The shares jumped 13-5p to 
233.5p with Kfco said to be the 
most likely bidder. 


Q H Young, distributing such 
lines as Head sports dothes 
and Magic Tree air 
fresheners, is adding cycle 
parts. It is paying £ 6 -$ 6 m for 

Madison, which sells cycle 

accessories. 

As part of the deal. Young 
is raising £5.78m through a 
placing and an open offer on 
a ooe-for-three ratio at 116 p. 
Young's profits last year were 
up 30 per cent at £2.6m and 
the enlarged group could hit 
£4m this year. The shares fell 
&5p to 125p. 

□ Red (aces at Ellis & Co. 
The stockbroker distributed 
four copies of a draft note on 
Corporate Executive Search, 
saying the company had 
achieved half-year turnover 
off 1.23m, 

But CES accounts have 
still to be finalised and Ellis 
has asked that the “rogue 
notes" should be disregarded. 
CES shares held at 4.5p. 
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Franc likely to be dethroned in 
the battle to set currency rates 


T here are two stories on the 
foreign exchanges at the 
moment: the heat is on the 
French franc for a devaluation; 
and heat of a rather different 
sort is on sterling for a further 
revaluation. 

For anyone not intimately hi 
tune with the strange logic of 
the exchanges this must seem 
a curious turn of events. 
France, with a current account 
surplus, virtually no inflation, 
tight monetary and a tighten- 
ing fiscal policy, and of course 
a prospective core member of 
the European Monetary 
Union, has a much weaker 
currency than six months ago, 
even though there has been no 
real change in the economic 
numbers in the interim. Britain, 
with strongish growth and a 
current account balance, with 
a fairly loose monetary policy 
and an only slowly tightening 
fiscal policy, and with some 
signs of inflation a-Iooming, has 
a much strong currency, even 
through there has also been no 
real change in the numbers. 
What is up? 

There is a one-sentence an- 
swer, which is this. The French 
economy is growing skiwty and 
needs devaluation or a sharp 
cut in interest rates to get it go- 
ing again, while the UK econ- 
omy is growing fast and sterling 
has become a “safe'* haven 
from the impending euro. 

The trouble with that sort of 
answer is that it explains what 
is happening, bat not why. The 
answer to the “why?" takes a 
little longer. It comes in two 
parts. The first is fashion. The 
world financial community has 
decided that EMU might not 
be such a brilliant idea after all 
When the plan was for an en- 
larged DM zone, with the 
french franc bound in loo, that 
seemed a reasonable prospect. 
Now, whatever happens, there 
wfll be problems. The euro will 
embrace several weak curren- 
cies, in which case it will be un- 
attractive, or there will be 
great tension between the ins 
and the outs. The politicians 
have unwittingly managed to 
engineer a dramatic change of 


mood. There is a second and 
more substantial explanation 
for the change which relies not 
so much on fashion as on some 
hard calculations about the 
real underlying value of cur- 
rencies. As we (or rather they) 
have got nearer to EMU peo- 
ple have started to try to work 
out whether the present rela- 
tionship between the various 
currencies is durable: not 
whether they are “right", be- 
cause there is no absolutely 
right rate; rather whether they 
are near enough to be credible 
in the long term. 

If you say you are going to 
lock currencies together for 
ever and a day, you have to be 
absolutely confident that you 
have given the choice of rate 
your best shot. If the choice is 
cobbled together by politicians 
late oh a Sunday night (as was 
the lira's re-entry to the ERM) 
this is unlikely to impress. 

So what are “reasonably 
right" rates? I have just come 



the US investment bank, 
PaineWebber. These PPP 
rates, developed by ramparing 
prices in the different countries, 
are not necessarily the best sus- 
tainable rates for Lhe medium 
term, and certainty not for the 
short. Actual rates are affected 
not just by the state economies 
find themselves in at any one 
st^ of the economic cyde, but 
by things like the relative com- 


Hamish 

McRae 

The French 
economy is 
growing slowly 
and needs 
devaluation or 
a cut in rates to 
get it going again 
while the UK 
economy is 
growing fast 

petitiveness of export industries 
and by the willingness of citi- 
zens to save. A wonderful ex- 
port sector, a fairly inefficient 
system of local distribution 
and a high propensity to save 
explains why (be yen is so high. 


Very efficient distribution and 
a lack of savings explains why 
the dollar tends to be weak. 
Nevertheless PPP rates are a 
useful guide to where, eventu- 
alty,you might expect exchange 
rates to settle. 

Now have a look at the 
table. These are not the only 
calculations of PPPs by any 
means: others have done them 
with rather different results. 
But they are useful base from 
which to start. The dollar un- 
der-valuation stands out, of 
course, being nearly 27 per coat 
too low a gains t the German 
mark and more than 36 per 
cent too low against the Japan- 
ese yen. The sterling rale is not 
too bad - PaineWebber reck- 
ons that the PPP rate should be 
$1.54, about where the pound 
was last summer, and that now 
the pound is 8-9 per cent over- 
valued against the dollar. 

Few surprises there. But 
now look at the rates for ster- 
ling against the mark and the 
franc. The PPP rate is DM3.23, 
which is 20 above the present 
rate, but higher than the cen- 
tral rate of sterling when it was 
ejected from the ERM. 
Against the franc, we are some 
17 per cent too high: the PPP 
rate is about FrlO to the pound, 
that useful 10-to-one ratio that 
made it so easy to work out the 
prices on the menu in a French 

restaurant. 

Is, on this basis, the franc 
over-valued against the mark? 



Yes, a bit - a 6 per cent deval- 
uation should set them right. 
Bui compared with some ofifae 
others on the list, the franc is 
not the problem: the problem 
is the matk/dollar rate. 

Now it so happens that that 
is nay much what monetary of- 
ficials have been saying. Eu- 
rope’s problem is not so much 
an internal one of the rates be- 
tween European currencies, 
but an external one between 
European currencies as a 
whole and the dollar. Sterling 
at the moment is a half-way 
bouse, being overvalued 
against the dollar and under- 
valued against the mark and the 
franc. Most other calculations 
would put the pound a bit 
lower - 1 have seen rates be- 
tween DM3.10 and DM230 - 
but they would not change the 
general picture. 

What should the conclu- 
sions be from all this for the two 
issues noted above: the weak 
franc and the strong pound? 
The main one, surety, is that 
while there may be a case a 
slightly lower franc, it is not a 
powerful one. There is on the 
other hand a powerful case for 
lower French interest rates, 
and if the price for that were 
allowing the franc to slide 
down a tittle it would make 
great economic sense. As for 
sterling yon can make a deoent 
case for the recent apprecia- 
tion, and it would be tolerable 
for that appreciation to move 
a tittle further forward. But 
while there is leeway against the 
main continental currencies 
there is none agains t the dol- 
lar. We could sustain another 
5 per cent revaluation of the ex- 
change rate, but we are bead- 
ing into unsustainable territory 
if we go too for beyond that. 

My guess is that eventually 
the markets will get their way 
and manage to dethrone the 
franc and that for a while ster- 
ling wiD become too strong. But 
that is not for any scientific rea- 
son; it is simply because the ex- 
changes always overshoot; tike 
supertankers, once they start 
beading in one direction it 
takes a lot to turn them round. 


Tirr-n-r-r™™ • the independent ■ 


Our Km turns to Ofex 
for fun and _ 

People & Business 



Eh'up, chuck, our Ken's 
launching a company on 
Ofex. William Roadie, the ac- 
tor who plays Ken Barlow on 
Coronation Street, is raising 
£705.000 via an offer for sub- 
scription for his company 
Mambi 

Mr Roache founded Mam- 
bi in 1994 to market his own 
board game “Libel", which he 
invented while fighting a 
high-profile legal action 
against the Sim. 

Mr Roadie subsequently 
challenged the fun's colum- 
nist Gary Bushel! to a match 
of “Libel", and then helped 
Mr Bushel] with is TV pro- 
gramme, Bushel! on the Bax. 
Mr Roache wants Mambi to 
develop more celebrity-relat- 
ed games, and is offering 43.5 
per cent of the company to 
raise funds. 

The market capital of 
Mambi will be around 
£1,620,000. Mr Roache has 
recruited Brian Hicks, a Hert- 
fordshire-based accountant, 
as financial director, and both 
of them will be fleshing out 
their plans at a press confer- 
ence this Thursday. Watch 
this space. 

To the Hyde Park H3ton in 
London for an evening’s 
pugilism courtesy of Goldman 
Sachs. 

My reason for being there 
is that Richard Sermon, for- 
merly known to me only as a 
public relations chap with 
Sbandwick and sometime 
spokesman for Goldman, is 
also chairman of The London 
Federation of Gubs for 
Young People. 

The Federation has a dis- 
tinguished history of holding 
boxing championships for 
young lads in the Capital, and 
last week it was the Senior 
Boxing Finals. 

Seldom can so disparate a 
collection of people nave 
gathered for a single event. 
There was Mr Sermon com- 
pering the evening, sat next to 
the Duke of Edinburgh, who 
was celebrating his 50th year 
as patron of the association. 
Mr Sermon is standing for 
election in January as an Al- 
derman in the Gty Corpora- 


Rjght up his street: William Roache aka Ken Bartow 


tion. With such connections, 
surely “Sir Richard" cannot 
be far away. 

Among the hundreds of 
dinner-jacketed junketcers 
who cheered the 20 or so box- 
ers along, there was the au- 
thor Martin Amis. 

Or as the ring announcer 
said, “wfll you welcome 
please the famous writer Mr 
Marlin Aims". 

Boxer Barry McGujgan 
and Irish footballer Ray 
Houghton added to the glitter 
of (he occasion. 

Fenced off from the diners 
were the family and friends of 
the boxers, who frequently in- 
terjected with cheerful cries 
of. “Kill 'im, Kevin." 

There was also a large City 
contingent, including tables 
from Barings and Guinness 
Flight, who exchanged rasu Its 
throughout the evening. 
Guinness Flight started the 
fun by sponsoring one bout 
and getting the compere to 
announce: “A message to 
Barings - glad to see you’re 
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still here." Needless to say, 
the boxing, which was closely 
medically supervised, was 
more entertaining. 

Those Acca people are hav- 
ing a torrid time of late. The 
Chartered Association of . 
Certified Accountants, fresh 
from a public bust-up with ac- 
countancy Professor Prcm 
Sikka, has taken legal action 
against an Irish accountancy 
body for plagiarism. 

Anthea Rose. Ami's chief 
executive, says it has obtained 
an order restraining the Insti- 
tute of Incorporated Public 
Accountants (IIPA) “from 
plagiarising Area’s syllabus 
and examination materials". 

Ms Rose says: “It is regret- 
table that an organisation 
which purports to be a profes-W 
stoned body should have pla- •" 
giarised our material." 

Gripes. It obviously doesn't 
pay to mix it with the 
toughies of Acca. 

John Willcock 
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Foreign Exchange Rates 
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Other Spot Rates 


Country 

StBrtng 

□Oflar 

Country 

Storing 

DoBar 

Argentna 

16850 
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Mgeria 

134614 

790800 

Austria 

182844 
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03850 

Brazil 
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China 
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46271 
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Forward rates quoted hgii to low are at a docount subtract (ram spot rats 


rate quoted low to high ore a a prenttm: 

add to spot raH 



"Dotar rates quoted as raoprocats. 

For the latest foragn exchange rate3 czri0891 123 3033. 
Cels cost 50n per minute (davrate) 43n other tanws 
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I It Bookmakers' ante-post lists are brakes) -Coral go 14-1 -after B ■ 

■ ■ racing's futures market- Read- beating Unibande in the Ger- im tk/% 

; n ers can catch up with the latest ly Fielden Hurdle. Ill 1§I K7 

DUitJawa Nicholson's horse trainer, said yesterday. “My out if a new partner is to have that race and when he called developments -best prices are 1997 Cheltenham Gold Cup: 

~ revenge in the Melling ooly problem is the jockey, but a gertiag-io-kuow-you session back at that Lambourn trainer’s in bold— in this sphere with The The Hennessy winner. Coome |n^Q 
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Dolphins 
in the 


it is about to get even better. On 
Saturday, two of the brightest 
and best return to the stage: 
Viking Flagship at San down 
and Mr Mulligan at Chepstow. 

There will be no Tingle 
CYcek - who died earlier this 
year - to lead out the nnmers 
for the Sandown chase that 
bears his name, but the reap- 
pearance of Viking Flagship m 
this race is becoming a similar- 
ly warming tradition. 

This is the event that has been 
used to launch Viking Flagship 
for the last two years on cam- 
paigns that have yielded seven 
successes at the highest level. 

The former champion two- 
mil er was dethroned by Klairon 
Davis at Cheltenham last sea- 
son, and Arthur Moore's geld- 
ing is among the list of six 
opponents declared fo take on 
Viking. Flagship on Saturday. 


could question his trademark 
toughness and durability. 

With Mr Mulligan different 
qualities come to mind. This is 
the spectacular chestnut with the 
compellingly beautiful, blond 
mane and a d ramati c front-run- 
ning style that brought five 
straight wins last year. With 
those successes came a more du- 
bious honour, that of being 
most people's idea of a Chel- 
tenham Festival banker. There, 
of course, the beautiful dream 
was disturbed; Mr Mulligan up- 
rooted the first fence andtrailed 
in second behind Nahthen Lad 
in the Sun Alliance Chase. 

. The experience has not shak- 
en him and there is plenty of sta- 
ble confidence that the 
Cheltenham Gold Cup aspirant 
can make a winning return. 

“The horse is jumping out of 
his skin,” Noel Chance, his 


Mr Mulligan's regular rider, 
Richard Johnson, has a broken 
collar-bone, and the man that 
Chance wants to replace him, 
Mick Fitzgerald, may be re- 
quired to ride for Nick Hen- 
derson at Sandown. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Plum First 
(SourthweH 1X40) 

NB: The Lancer 
(Newton Abbot 2-20) 

Unsurprisingly, Fitzgerald is 


with Mr Mulligan. It is a process base for the Mr Mulligan work Independent's Tuesday 


that would not have been neo- on Sunday it was only after hav- 1997 Champion Hurdle: 

essaiy with Fitzgerald ingperibnnedasimii^hinctkm Large Action is a top-priced 8-1 

“I schooled him before the in Surrey on the horse that gave with William Hill and the Tote 
[abandoned] Feltham Chase at him bis greatest day, the Grand - Ladbrokes go 5-1 - after his 
Kempton last Christmas and he National winner, Rough QuesL win at Fahyhouse. Space Truck- 
jumped wed, but you could tell Having missed the Hennessy, er is 14-1 (Coral, William Hill 
be was a novice. When I Belmont King, who joined and Tbte)- Ladbrokes go 10-1 
schooled him last Sunday be NkboQs from Ireland with a big - after beating Castle Sweep and 
jumped like an old handicapper, reputation, will meet Mr Mul- Dato Star in the Fighting Fifth 
very sure-foted, very neat. 2 iigan in Saturday's Rehearsal Hurdle. Zabadi is 33-1 (Lad- 

could really feel the difference." Chase. “Belmont Kine will Dut 

Fitzgerald is developing a up a bold show at Chepstow. I l| " 1ftQ7 — _ 


NB: TheLancer 

SBSiJglTnSaSbS 

the big occasion. It is a role that 
Unsurprisingly, Fitzgerald is he clearly relishes and one 
also lamenting this turn of which be has worked for by 
events. Tm retained by Mr making hims elf available for 
Henderson, so it looks as schooling duties across the 
though I will be required to be country, 
at Sandown,” be said yesterday. His diary last week provides 
“It’d be a shame. a typical profile of his careftifly 

“Fm very lucky to have a very worked schedule. On Wed- 
good job with Mr Henderson nesday be was in Somerset, ex- 
and yon can’t have your bread er asing a possible Hennessy 
buttered on both sides.” mount in Paul Nicfaolls’s Bel- 

What particularly concerns moot King. He eventually rode 
Chance is that time is running Chance's Midnight Caller in 


1997 Champion Hurdle: 
Large Actum is a top-priced 8-2 
with William Hill and the Tbte 
- Ladbrokes go 5-1 - after his 
win at Fahyhouse. Space Truck- 
er is 14-1 (Coral, William Hill 
and Tbte) - Ladbrokes go 10-1 

-after beating Castle Sweep and 

Daio Star in the Fighting Fifth 


Coral, Willi am Hill and the 
Tbte go 14-1. 

Ian Davies 

■ Last week's column high- 
lighted the subsequent Hen- 
nessy winner, Coome Hill, who 
was available at 10-1 with Coral 
(7-1 with the other leading 
ferns ) and started ai 5-1. 


again 

American football 

MATT TENCH 




S£SS£&aZSk9& 


HYPERION 

1X30 Kemo Sabo 2-30 Unde Doug 

LOO Mr Christie 3.00 Tico Gotd 

X30 PoBtical Tower (nb) 330 Ebespray 

200 Jamty General _ 

GOING: food (food in Finn in places). 

■ Left-hand oth) course with rising nm-ta; lough galloping tract 

■ Course Is on Mi 6m N of town. Metro service lo Ftaur Lane Ends KAttm Grom New- 
cask nulway mutton. Bus sendee from Acre. ADMISSION: Club SIS; TanersaUs Sfl 
(OAPh SAf, Sflver Ring Si CAX PARK: free. 


■ WADING TRAMEBS WITH KCNNKB& Mrs M Keveley — 29 winners from 132 
runheis gNes saowemnaJo of and a praffc 10 a it Iwd sake of £4.71; M Ham- 
mond— lf> winners, 111 runners, 1” rn ‘_ “*- T " 'utiMiui IT ~1r — . Ill 
rtmncK, 1 1.7%, -£66.20; P OMeobroagfa — 12 winners, 60 runners, 17.4%, +S3.00. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: P Ntan — 33 wtmers, 127 rides, 20%, +S3L38;LW!y«r— 
If- wsnncw. (M rides, I6%.-S18.30;TE«*1 — 13 winners, 83 rides, 1 5.7%, +£4.66; M 
Dwy er— 1 0 wtaiw, 63 rides, 18J%. -il 1.13. 

BUNKERED FIRST TOOL- Royal Surprise (3.00). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE KDNNEBS: Cyptesa Aveane (2JJ0) hss been sent 1 78 miles by Mrs V 
Wart Item Aisby. Lincolnshire- 


I lO Oft \ LEVY BOARD CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS HANDIGAR HUR- 
L~z~ 2_! DLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m Penalty Valne £2^285 

1 133/145 AUBURN BOV {BHDMGESlnulal MW Easteby 911 ID PHttqr 

2 000211- BURTON IS6HIS (2dl) (Mss CJ Ranee IteM Rader 4 10 11 in Hontngtoa (5) 

3 3531/ SMCDWM SAMBA (80) Odin WBfl Ms. M fevdry 7 10 5 ■ ....J UcComadi (8) 

4 OUfM KBIO SABO BUffi NdBQCPWB* 105 . - — -BMW 

5 05113-3 MBSGREDfOWDS(17) OTUTBbcttoaJ AWhSansS 105 Stlqtar 

6 CFPJ06-3 AnfMtANGCMOMEV (10) (kisti Feast Racing CtablFUupl^ 5 101 FBo0s(T) 

7 32AMPP- DOOM HUGE (274(D) (Adtu Rooky) Mffi L SUM 5 101 HMwtoaP) 

8 B01245 TTMMNEJM(USAI (17) (MCBqrtPMirasin.- 100 GQ/tM 

-Bdedand- 

BOTMCt S-2 Kmn Sabo. 100-30 Bartoo Hearts, 9-2 Wta. 6f»o»jards, 6-1 SkkKsw Seiab*, 33- 
2 Atom Boy, S-lTrimmtan, 12-1 Awaramo Money, 33-1 Dom RUgo 
IBB* Sw Raff 5 11 13 A S Snrth 74 U L Harts) 7 on 
FORM OWE 

Havmg the twwflt of a recent run, Mbs Greenyards and Kmo Sabo «■ ha* Thetrtt- 
loners, but Mary Reretey'5 BARTON HEIGHTS can outstay them Wh. BanonHetjus should 
be M enoMtfi on Ws laaopearanoe and he tBupped from Vwe md« to rtn iwcb o«r nw 
am a hMf lasthnctend- He went from B shsip Canwlch to a using Cantata inme ayto o( 

an nprawed ending end Ws taken to pick up wnem he left on. Mss Graenjoids Inasowd 

tor the mow to her oarer* steWe end has a fawjudas'S chare* rttfi her laiea on ai Ayr 


A 1 SOWSTOtHMSN (29) W IMS J D CoaMkM Ms J GoodWton 6 U 5 -X CaNi 

5 213424 7HS«ID^(U)(Doue»ftKlH*)CBp(J«ftonGn5 ADoU* , 

6 aw BOUm (U4<6 (N B Ifeeon) N Mason 9 10 12_ SHaMattU) 

7 OdBOW BOSlOH MAN (38) (M K Oktan) R WOodhnfie 5 10 12 ICAMa | 

8 2f CtAVERMB (SBJ) |W6r MB0m i H Johreon 6 ID 12 NMhms 

9 P CIDMiOCIE UXXY (52) Uchn Vtoda) J Wade G 10 12 FPanatt | 

ID 4 CYPRESS AVQWE (24) (HGB Pameanp) Ms V UM 4 ID 12 MDww 

11 GO Q0£mCECW(<&^DI&PBaamrt51012 SSkHto 

12 0 GBCHL RMXER £2) (Mss A M Srrti) Mss M Mam 5 10 12 ASSntt 

13 Q/440B-2 JMBOV GBERNL (IQ (E C Pater 5 ID 12 B Storey 

14 663333 LEAP MIHE HARK (1« (Mo DJ Mn£)MssLSdM 7 1012 BdWdteM 

15 3030 !B>ION(2Q)UWPCU«dICins51D12 PMmi 

16 MAGIC 1MES (Dye OrrQCQan BID 12 IMtn 

17 304- HOW CUm (HI) (Hi VlhaitPWV Thompson 8 ID 12 MMTbonvsoB 

18 IW040 P0CABEGA0ITIE|3)(DCUay)WS«lty61fil2 IIIMm; 

IS 00 LaatOBIlASS(2S)(MsSUDnCortM)JO«fBn510 7 XJ Hiao a 

20 UW«S«KmdMData51D7 AAtt 

- 20 dadmd- 

BE77»tt>l saws Bare Him, 132 ThMBuJsto, 7-1 Beggn BrngmO, Aatarofle Vhd, 9-1 

ka At Iba Top, 11-1 CtoseriiB, 12-1 Jnmty Generei, 14-1 ethan 
1995: toWaomai 4 11 0 M Dwyer 114 U M «fei*n) 13 ran 
FORM GUDE 

STAN'S YOUR MAN returns to the course where he made a winning detxA imecfe aB) from 
ptedoBndmerShanHintfi. Hrt held In some ty Down Goodteflow and, wtfi Stansnotfi 
boosOnc the tom at Hayoock on Sssuday. a fodow up Is a dtsdnet possttAty. flingnm 
Banquet woutd seem to be held by flw nop because he made hard Mom at boatmg Pa- 
pertatosat Hwham - end Paoenetng was 11 tenths behind Snan»«0i A Haydoch. Of die 
other wmneo, Antarctto Wtod. an tosh bumper scorer and wlnrer of a bide huMe reoe at 
Kdso, may haw more scope man adher few At The Top v ItamencflEta. Ctaveriog has 
atAty and mtfK ueS show h dssptm the retim 6om a tajtcft 7ha stubto’s Mstsr Ross ms 
good enou£i at Kelso yesaerday alter a rest, end Oawrtng looted a decent prospect on Hs 
bumper rui at Ayr when second to Ctaveftnce. Cypress Avenue, wno once ran Further 
Fftfjit to a len^h at Doncaster, e now In the yard that won wah tort o ai Wsnnch on Sat- 
urday. H!s Rat tarn wtth RJchord Hannon feded, but the mtarea seems to haw been reton- 
ded owr Jumps. AMifltyamara! has shown some abUBay and loots best of the others attar 
last month’s run at Ayr. Selection: SIAN'S YOUR MAN 

In Of) I 6OSP0RTH PARK HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) £5*000 
L=rri added 3m Penalty Vhlue £3^LB 

1 311 IP! IM2E DOUG (S28)1Q(DD Sail Ms MRMle>S 120 Plftee 

2 31P352- ACTltEWAB (04) (RiterlO^len) M Todintor 7 ID 4 H Dwyer 

3 000101- SEDWCIA(2Sq{n«MayRredqrR9a«(24HMaURBrt«4103 

4 21D3RM- IEADMG PROSPECT (<3Q (J D GooMM Mnt J Gooifelaw 9 ID 0 ASSMU ; 

5 (mao MAYBE 0^MIff(22)(Ms Ann B«DWCuirtn0Hni 7100 LMcGrtib[7) 

-Stkdsnd- 

Mntnsn aeWC 10st 7we tartfEap taa** Atama 9st 10B, AtflCe 0Gra# 9 r «fc 

BETTING: S-4 Undo Doaft 6-2 Sodrktai 7-2 Act Tbe Waft 7-1 Losdtag Prospect, 12-lMreeoO^rady 
IBS: no conupandng race 

FORM GUIDE 

Mrey Revetey wR be hoplne tor plenty of rain lor SerMeta, Okw0i maybe re* too much tor 
UNCt£ DOUG, who has to sfwiUer 12 sl Unde Dorqfs hudes and Flat torn was superr- 


sure to bring. her on. She made jianping enure when finishing thed to Sum istian, a Ih»» . ojtp that of htt stabtemau- the aeidngomeaing the Tnumph HmBeafttr three strand 
she had beaten on woree terms at/^rm April, but she did Hop at Perth m Mpy. Kemo Sabo ■ **»». Unde Doug iSd haw some hard races on the lewd, but he may stu be good enough 

ran ha be6l»a» on hte reappearance when beaten a head by Fan Tenter at Ketea. ins owr me ton^r tnp m tha Rdy sedate ^top. Sedwfcta has been ncMns over with three 

fietowj stared off to a hot race on nw course last temi and seems n> be Orefcie tw way on Bio Wvet Ha won a caole of smal hivifles last term - an imcnwwnwu on earfler 

at kw. Wtrmsqj chaser Aubora Boy lacHad the para over hurdtos at Hedtam last week, aftors - and he tootare hotdo fimessadwma^ ww ActTbeWEg. a smart winner wer 

wMe IrianeiuEr would seem to be held by Miss Greenjwda on Ayr rurmtoft. femes tor Andy^ Tumel« Newbiay on Ids second start last season. Maybe (TOady was 

SaiecUon: BARTON HDGHlS »Dast wsmer tor Mrs Revetey, but he showed nothing on las comeback run atCartfaa, and 


pTKi>l POiYFLOR AND NEWCASTLE FLOORING NOVICE MffiDLE 
1 J - uu l (CLASS E) £3^)00 added 2m Penalty Value £2^*37 

1 1 MABAlIGPWtaBlfeengCUJiUQnwd*^^ 5 

2 EDSWe (Mb ME QftE) J ClrtS 4 ID 12-— se eSw! 

1 HAMM IBL BCK (CD Band) FMptadt 5 ID 12 Asaaun 

4 2- mMUMMIf CASTLE K721 (Ihe WteniTy fermartqa j RtCeaM 4 ID 

5 300354 LAUGW4S FONTWW (48) 01* FtA^ly 6W12 

6 003P-04 WCt*tsnE(n|(DBWMamPwlnB^jM® LS««al41D12 -Jl&ffi* 

7 OOG nobU MONARCH (20) 16 F Boa) 1 H JolYtsn 7 10 12 ifinrwiimi 

8 WWroS PMWf TOUR WON (M) O arixim H ^ ^ 

9 3/500 PAPPACHABUE|U5A)(271)(BAndEntnGregflCfmg51D12 

S “”5 -H2SSL 

S SSaSSSSSSSSvS===^Ajs^ 

s i ssasssr!L-=ia 

16 50 SMErrii’ w WStoreyl W Njwy « M 7 — 

« Srtts, 10-1 IR Chfctte 12-1 Qattan, 1*4 Edriiw, Prt le-ie™® 

1996: Twnpoto a 11 7 P l*wn 1-2 i)ta M tegjl W«n 

Aiahanw asdd lose these with tss Flat spaed, but rest 
» the gound Wwr^a overaoout 10 furWiRs, Hr 

, ^ fUir.BM.trtt. 

abene won wed enougn ai ifeeon n may iwy to ® ns a clwcawr; 

there betofi a doubt W*Ki afl ofiast waaon 

nresh a^ffist to#* &**»»»" mSlaPerrtlBDd Sqrtre has shaped 

rest and m< 0 tl jus* be_rwttw tor ifie K) ^ 


KJdnton 

MMntoosy 


restand nv0ttju« ^ Z, feast BWd to Contrafire at Carts* wfi 

as trex^, brem^onBte cam last wa raftera yrtn- 

haw mtprowd rttaWhw- both races wdh sonte pmmseand 

rung debut at 1004 « Ayr- naouts* EiMoae « from the lamay of 

may do bettor than ^aaratodarcintf^r to see the bea ol No«e 

Had Free and is an Interesting newcomer, «we sSocMorc PRINCE OF SAtNIS 

Monarch. 

Diucmr EVENT CATERWG HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) 

, 411-231 P0Un»LE ^ tf7|CT^^ B n ^ glllD ..J ttw. 

I OBllF-3 11 0_— »*« 

4 SS2-6 OKFWTHEPOTWOTJ™^®_^T«2o 6Cab9[ 3) 

s jaw* nobodbfiakbsus'^S^T^ 

Oea I «*■ 


SS Star 9 10 U G MfiCoOl 

siss ***** 

Sri 

s * ,B, - 


wns. Unde Doug rid haw some hard races on the Iowa, but he may stu to good enough 
overmektogsrtnpatto way sedate gallop- Sedufcta has been ncldng over with three 
nnt on B» tenet He won a eoi*le of smal hiadiea tet tami - an rmprovomem on earlier 
efforts - and he tootos n hold e Stress edwantago wr Act The Wag. a smart winner over 
femas tor Andy^ Tumel « Newbiay on his second sum last season. Maybe (Tandy was 
a past twiner for Mrs tewtey. but he showed renting on ha comeback run at Carttee, and 
It may be asking too much tf Leadtog Prospect town after such a layoff. 

Selection: UNCLE DOUG 

( ■a fin? NORTHERN RAONGNOVJCE CHASE PLASSI^ £^100 added 
3m Penalty Value £3^64 

1 CKTOM BKWMBU.IIUKER(2B){6FBn)>HMraonG1012 NWtanoo 

2 00444/ COHPORAUORnilDaD (5S2) (Dwi Heed House Esracd M ToduDEr 6 ID 12_II Payer 

3 UU0566- WSHIHIY WU-POZ) (WTAB^ V1horp5cn81D 12 MrHlhswm 

4 5624(0 RNAL BEAT (21) (Ms ME Cuts] J Cum 7 10 12 P»w 

5 BP5P66- MAtoRITYMAI0RCUI80crtiR^i«lPO»aara©i71012 ASMA 

6 DIOO MQNYMM R (Tnor HBflimgtf S Srrah 7 10 12 Mdwdaart 

7 40391- IM DS (403) (Geoqp DUgM P Bosnort 6 10 12 RSsp|* 

a /2-5240 RO«L SURPRISE «UW*rtW Reed 9 ID 12 TBasdB 

9 22B3W SM»WEI.p«|Ma!jJS*6*Bi)JDss«Dn91012 B Storey 

ID IO0P64 THE EJEffltSEH (2D (Em U toe tBa R R Utoti) D LarrD 10 10 12 IBrts 

11 503443 UCO BOLD (G) (Mss S J Tuner) P QwestsouffiS 10 12 fiCsMCT 

BEUWtt 7-4 Hoo Gold, 4-1 IM Dee, 5-1 StamaB. 1M AW Beat. B-l BreoaM Wtof, ID-1 
ito Bwrten IM Meoyan. 14-1 DtsdBsiy ML 16-1 ettm 
1B9S to Dseaor 7 11 4 D Paler 5-2 (C Pate) 10 rat 
FORM GUIDE 

These fences haw cauff* out totter maces man ns lot owr the jeara so we coiud be m 
far some tun and games. The selection, however, is panptog fences far the Iks uma but 
MH DEE has won owr hudes when freah (beat Uncle Ke«y at Banff*) and PBter Beai- 
mont couldn't haw found a softer race tor Wm In terms of the oppoattfan. TIco GoU was 

a suspect jumper tost eaason and m the efcsinc stafiBs at Hexham fast araefc agEnsi Chop- 

wrtl Cunans. Moayraax shepad a bn better m the same Hernam race CRoyal Satprisa 
taied off and now Urtrared). but Tico C«d has BW soorxJer dams on Ms ea*» ra^tnfi 
on fourth to PWWs Bay at Wedwtiy. Final Beet ts a modest type and he teflon lo bee* 
Coder Idns a SedgefeW test time. BroonMB Dalrar gave me sevemft-Bst a rretfity dout 
here last time si BNSireoK’s reca. am Shawweff made mstatos here tet yearftsrpoial 
KbfaMOd and Minority Ma|or lack a recent run ana botti Jump fc«c« ilwmewtlrra 

S Wt CP OP: NRM utt 

10 on l ST MOOWEN SWH1ARD OPB>J NATIONAL IMJT FLAT RACE 

(CLASS H) £1,550 added 2m Penafty Value £1«469 

1 1 BUTIY SOLERA (123) PA & MS R AndHtan fistnl C P»tr 6 11 11 —J3Stix tj 

2 W3- SOUIHBBI CROSS B3fl IftOM (tar#® M W EsaBOy 4 uu 

3 Bdiy BOCXSJOE (?*s5y>«i SaleArjt J terttnfl 11 « “-"fT 

d DHHHUHreRIlts AHakefl DtoterS 11 4 Altodqr 

5 EBlESPacr nmn Henmney “ mc«r«l 5 U 4 -“•-■—^“'*2' 

6 ny DBUtWEIS I P®BrttH)T)S ftfflrtfcgl 5 11« MM HKscffEon (5) 

7 3 IBlII0WRy»«lU)tMsUI*«fflJFiaGBaM5114 MIMyer 

s o- Maaoow*ns(272)rpcs*enPCato4ii4. — DP»rew 

9 HOUBESI (USA) (Ms ScJtcom J H Jetontn 6 U 4 MWMnaran 

10 2 WUJRP«{13ffl(MDRw»Pl5)MsMRa*fcy4114 

it 0 P0UTK*LIGUSWRtP)<6RSH»niftMoiA114. — - — N BaBBsy 

12 HEWU(UHEB8ag)TE*a90y4114 BUmIGmM 

n SAMCHAMPAGWaBaii1TEa!aty«114 KWfetoe 

id 0 SAI«E(2to©Wr*tfidS«SLeBt*iaisr5114 .. — H 1— «* 

15 5- SMD0TIAD(42yn9wayR9*5114 OBenday 

16 IHJAtRAtStMBieeFteSBJJHatoawA 11 ^ - APeMto 

17 7DPACEBFWIWGWW4114 BMrt« I 

IB 00 AUtnPfBK(2DlJ(MrsLEU£i l lB>HnlWMd(eM51D13 BtoMI(3) 

19 042- CHQBW BEE UB7) Bao^B Ddprt P B eouitws 5 ID 13 BGfen»(7] 

20 KSSrannMUWPCwKjiCureAUU FLobyPI 

21 OTW8W(RGFas)WReed41013 TReed | 

22 8AIDI BEACH (S F IftsStl) M TortUDB 4 10 13 SbM[3) 

33 SAMA BABBAIM (ton i hompfan) C Gran 5 10 13 BSoppto 

M MUnQflMBDOn&sAQ’F&nCmXrMMppe* 1013 —JCatoffbW 

-24dedBred- 

BEnBaMMaBdoaHwa.S4MtoiBA.645oH«B&o».015 | Mragil0-lllHal,Wwty w« > 
about. 11-1 Hudy Srtta, U.1 Cftswy Psa, Mrafn a ri , IB-1 others 
1995: Unde Mass 4 ID UD DmtbS 01 MB S HsD IS m 
RXHI AUDC 

j|*aPow Hymn, tfwl to Q decent sort n Good Vibes at Atotrae 11 days ac>, has ra cbw- 
OUS e»«e, wng wnh Mary Reuetey's W totpah, had a bumpre run indie swrmcr 
at Wbreesier when second to Maren Rpe’s ummata Smoothie. St*, there are rawoHnara 
to tato rwe of and ms tea of RewGL a eon of Prawiw fWnfc ena wiUTrisiONABOUT 
are fanned id be bangdwreanne finish. Ganec Moore a in prenygMd tom and Ns til- 
jy may nw pa», torag ty the Amerwan site DcuNetour cut rf a sprrrane 

dnWrtar of Roan ftoehaL A penalty and tar* of a recert iu> may M out muse: winner 
Soutbam Crass. SeltwaoK WHATfERONABOUT 


— B CaM (31 
-BGreuai(7) 
— ftoMyP) 

I Reed 

GtoaPI 


m KbLbU 

1; S- sW ^lDuri SiT?. 3- U to”** 

ran. U-tf'ESwi!: ^ 70r - 

tohrrion- Ftorecssc £102«1. 

CSf Cl^ '^^poWTTRlchatlGfWS- 

Kf; « Stpreyl l O - 

^Safisas 

5 2. 8 W*s taso: *2-60- 

UBaKWitfaVroT CSF: tavea- tha 

ti&- J-aif a**- 

11 Hammond. M«®e- 

7-2- 3 gi. dr CUD. CSF: 0.72. 
ham) Sven towers ip Nsertif-- 
2-3*i®tSda3-i;a,vy«*to*a»oy 

11-2- If&rffJBD, LL6CL Dfi £&&£& 
Tote: P-J^Sp7i2. NR: WhsattW®- 

U1 r?Sfli«WUN (Pi *«* Ml' ^ 
14-L 1 ran. 

2. Trap 03,1 


* lli. (MrsM ftWlw , ,sabuirt.'R*B:C550; 
luS.fiW-Dftl4.00. CSF: £9.27. 
*^0! 1. PHARMSIWE 
ui. 2 . Ctosti box 11-2: 3> BW I®* 5-1- 
14 ran. 5-2 <w Kaarama (putted W). 1 'A. 
« (Mrs A Swmbardu Richmond). Tofcse 

SJ^S.°S5«= mat 

WWCANTON 

P3BV& 

iSf: fs&oa Tn« 

touren'sTreasure 

asBflkatA^*^ 

2. Always JSS, Tote: OSJSft 

6:1. 9 ran. 4 7. U ^ M CSF: 

SSa 2- 


taMn 5-2. 4 mn. ddd, 3. (A TutneO. Tote: 
£2.70. OF: £5.70. CSF: £7.40, Non Burner 
Uaflstro Paul 

3^0: J- SECOND CALL (A P McCoy) 1-2 
2. jtaHkm 9-i 3, KodH Promise 1T- 
1. *OH. 5. Z (7 FtaMLIttK OL50; LL40. 
£100. Dft £120. CSK £3.75. 

BJUfc 1. GENBML MOUKIAR (A P Me- 
C0^7-4 f^lZMotstoek 5-1; 3. Steer Slan- 
tord 2-L 6 ran. RpeJ. Tote: £3^50; 

£JL70, 090. DF: £4,00. CSF: £11.76. 
Pfaccpot £12730. <V p^rf £16.10. 
Ptaca ft £fil_37. Ptaon Sc £22J1. 

WORCESTER 

124ft LBHSTOCK HEDGE tWWWOT 
3. Sippaty » 
25-1. 13 ran. 9-4 fey Ofadana RSttO. 3. 3 - 
PfL, J «Wr UmboumJ. Was 

£420: EL50, ££80, £120. DF: £13.20- 
CSF: £204SL Trio: £7220. NR: Swambufd- 
UftS-PHARAHEARtAhMlMlS-^B- 
Trewim Artto tt-dlav: i-lteaw PMosn- 
pftets B-l £7 ran. nh, 5 03 Mctotson. Tam- 
pfa ftWntf. Tqtae £530; £130. £2.40. 
£2J0. OR- £7 JO. C&; £1936. Tho: 

£3S4ftAfa Bream or settotfd. 
2402.88: STRAW! (DWtoWfl 5-t 2- 
6-1; 3, Mr rwffh b-L 9 

““■4-a terGunafWKDewi ©tw- 4, is- * M 


Pipe, WBWngionl. Tatra £6.60; 13.00. 
£Z0a £12a Dft £2l8a CSF: £32.50. Tn- 
casc £1444)3. True E87J20, 

2Jft L MKISR ODBV (M A fit®**!) 
r-LiTtartrel^S-tiltandoraAsaBtdl 
4-1. 6 ran. 94 * taa Set* -me Faith (5ih) 
& NawtandfrGenaiat Mdi b. ft 1 ) 10 %, Sw(i- 
don). Tote: £1030: £3.70. £2.70. DF: 
£20.70. CSF: £4433. NnrtQ Ktoc O-U 
wdhdiawn not under oiBnc ftile 4 applies 
ro board pnc asorty.ae duasso mi- 

^ - ?* ESr W 0 R V’ (A Masm) 
awns taw; Z OratM CanGer 3 - 1 ; 3. M 
a m. 2 ft. 10 . (D Mchdan 
TcrtplB GUBfatf .IMk £24XK £1-50, £1.10, 
£5.60, Dft'£ 4, 7ft CSfta54Z. Ufa: £56.40. 

34ftLLORDOrhfEWeST(AMaeuirol 
5^2:1 Cajlntnlftte?^ ^ x Hangowr 
1 PBrt«h).TW« 
£3J0:£L50;£13ft £ 160 ,( 5 ^ £2^o CSF: 
£731. Tncasc XS3.77.Trto: £9520. 

I40t LBtl«BBSnE“v»SwraJ SO- 

D **? ter 

20 ran. 4. 12. (ft DCtosowy. Dorehastah. 
Totec £3130: £9.70, ffl aai. Dft 
£«09ft C3P. fli^oa, Tte net won- 

Ptedapoc ff i W Jft todBofc £20-60- 
Ptaoa ft 04lSri5Sr&£4540. 


up a bold show at Luepstow: I 
think an awful lot of him,” 
Fitzgerald said. “I put Rough 
Quest over nine fences and he 
was in very good shape. He was 
as rapid and accurate as always. 

“Richard Dunwoody has 
been in the enviable position on 
many occasions of having rid- 
den most of the top prospects 
for a race and he's able to as- 
sess the capabilities of most of 
the runners, in Saturday's Hen- 
nessy he'd ridden most of the 
field apart from Coome H2L 
He's able to weight up options. 
That's a great position to be in." 

Dwyer injured 

Mark Dwyer was last night 
awaiting surgery on his arm 
following a fall in a novices' hur- 
dle at Kelso. A hospital 
spokesman at the Boidexs Gen- 
eral, at Melrose, said: “Mr 
Dwyer has serious arm injuries.” 


Hurdle 


9 -2 h? 3 1 7-2. 

dtegraoow &L ii LI &£. 

Mflo Arttow (O SbawootO U Ibl 5J B-l 

MilMa JMsiBoMBi m 34=4 101 — &•=%. 

■rartwfterafDlViractort 1SJ, 1 24-3 Ml 

BwMwSweci) (DNtctoisonl *04 14-1 l*-l 101 

Ma-straUMJefferaort ■ ■ 14-1 14 l 16-1 

oonwxffl masl ^1 lfcl 20-1 14-1 

j nbwada (AfTBoan) 16-1 20-1 ~ 16-1 1 6-1 

Mradl(D Nichotsonl 7S-1 33-1 gp-i 

Enctnwiy a qoaitar me cxJtfc. pteces I. 2, 3 (CMonhom, Tuesday, 11 MareftJ 


Uandanmah Caret Wtraniai UtfarokM Tot 

■PtoM Call IF Suthraanffl M * 

lira Mwa <G Rfafrta ' B -l 8-1 7- 1 B- 

KXUBMIuptefTCBMM IM JBA- MJl -IS 

aotwoNIB IWDrartH 144 14-1 20-1 14- 

fclteattUHaiBBt 16-1 20-L 16-1 20- 

buMtmn IjmI INfe} J ftMianl 20£ 20-1 20-1 20- 

datBaBaapytcatteto) »i 2 S -1 as-i ss - 

IjSatJBiMflBltt 20-1 20-1 20- 

EScft-iKya quaiTErihe odito.ptec8s 1. Z 3 (Ctotarfram, Thursday. 13 Atotcfi) 


HYPERION 

lZ50PftffnFlrstL20PoucrierL50StorTnyPas- 
sage 220 Femrick 250 SHAMARPHL (nap) 3J20 
Sag By The Stars 

GOING: Heavy. 

■ Left-hand, sharp, course wBh short rtflvbv 

■ Course Is nonh of town on A380. Newun Abbot lOaUtm Im. 
ADMISSION: TbttmaDs S830; Come £4. Aooompamai on- 
der-lds free. CAX PARK: On reDs 1130, n-mirinAw free. 


BUNKERED FIRST TMK: Nmw LwyU 1501; SonrlffiO 1 130>. 
WINNERS IN THE UST SEVEN DAXSt None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: fh»ln Shot (120) has been sera 
17B mBesbyJ Poacodt from Aogtey , Shropslilie. 

•f o Eft I KERRY LADY RDERS NOVICE HANOI- 
CAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3/XK) 2m If 

1 533350 DenWKnOM(4)Ultoe4120__UHSVU»y m 

2 5EOI-1 WntLSMBMISP7)(CD)PnBh9ll9 tenStohalV 

3 303625 SWT AfiAH (13)0 Srenuod 4117 _So(rte Attetol B 

4 /30DSO- HM>9iOS(237)RBM«6106^_ltealtfQnnte(7) 

5 CKJOO0P NUNS LUCY (13) FJo>tBn5100 IraqMOharB 

6 QfFGCP- CBJIC IUn AIIi pMJRB WeyfllOD-lllraCIto— P) 

Aftteun uw($fa IQo. Die Mns Luqp, Qeffic Bnsatf Ss 1U). 
BETTING: S4 Royal Stewted, 7-4 SAW Again 7-2 DmteatfalV U»-l 
Tap Stun, 20-1 An Incy, 25-1 Cattle Quoted 

|1 Of\| DUBLIN NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
L±^li (CLASS E) £4^00 added 2m 5f UOyds 

1 B23F54 soma ML (M)P Hobbs 9 120 APMcCOyB 

2 2F24F-2 POUCaER(13|rfoiS»6119 SHyrae 

3 0526-32 AMEEB SWIM OS (BF)D Gandoto 7 118 DForflP) 

4 62PO-1 MEU.BMBICU)nRFns6117 BPbwM 

5 450024 tCW1EUA(42MBF)jMA8 7112 FHMt 

6 260a-U5 QOIEIIES CHOICE (14) G Iton 7 10 7 — M R ttaBWon (B) 

7 060006 PUBBSXraWBBlMGSaangSlOO BRmtoo 

- 7 dedared - 

Mnhun lost 7n» iwteap wtfe Pirtert ftunMer 9a 13ft. 

BETUK: 5-2 Pwctar.llMItoMd. 7-2 Amber Sprafe, 61 toMtal|w,5ai- 
ret W. 13-1 Colettrt CMm, 201 PWteck BraOlar 

e'rtl WEXFORD NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE 
L=rJ HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^)00 added 2m If 

1 60630 ALL SHUN UP MR Bate 4 10 12 BPowefl 

2 50 CAPDWIFBiX(KQI27)ADumfil012 SHcNdB 

3 50 DffDWHHaAIN £14) RFraH 5 ID lT_J4rAH0td«wli 


SOUTHWELL 


HYPERION 

11.40 Leigh Crofter 12.10 Dom mo Flyer 12.40 
Soda ULO Pharly Dancer L40 Souperfldal 2JJ) 
Desert Zone ZAO Compact Disc 3 JjO Adamton 

GOING: Standard. STALLS: Sf & I in ttf - ouL-ude; rernaindvr 
- mskk-. DRAW ADVANTAGE: None. 

■ Ftbmouid Hurtace: left-hand sharp, oval cvmrsc 
H Cowsp is 3ni j«uUna8l of town and , r im wrS of .Vcwart RoUc- 
auxiJnnetioaaiBolnsraaiTie. ADMISSION: ftatill2:Taumlki 
16 (OAP manlKn of «WEw't> Dwmrad Chib 54. aL-rtunisuuL-d 
under- Hi* tael. CAR PARK: FTw. 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Gre«* G«U£My [1 l.«ft Saper Prak 
ivwamf) (VJ.iOjK Biirate, Kn sum t Bit Xjm« Trw Ptrw 
dw{I^.I01; Forget tai* (vtaurrdj IHOKBmblfW Wajr(:U0» 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Aagri Faerlli HH rmn 
ji UiwfleM an Twwby 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Gmn GotigfcUrU I. lOisem l!« 
nutes by R Flower bum JrvoBgrni, Es« Sussex: Sapphire Soa U'.IO) 
m WI mUo. bv P dufer from Arfiburnlum. East Stw-x. 


(11 AH I HAMLET HANDICAP (CLASS E)(DIV I) 
L±±lIrJ £3,700 added 6f 

1 110430 SQURE COHUE (3JU D Coprrcw 4 9 10 ACttaaS 

2 000011 1DCH CROFTIH (ID RP) PCuoieJ 7 9 7 J) HeltBd 12 B 

3 042033 BtXDARBIOCSATWW HHdnsheolS 96 J'ljBdi (3) 9 

4 033-500 MRFRDSIY|2<)W tews 493 GSradml 

5 000460 SUE ME (4j (Q VV 4 90. JtoneO’MMB 

6 OOOOCm- BUS DOMAM (433) R tegs 5 B 1} CTm0h(3I14 

7 220000 MKAPEH ROOKS (U) Cax J ttJson 3 8 12 -S D IMtolM 13 

B 000060 KUU mar m 0)115*13 6811 jurat* 7 B 

9 000200 SC»Mai)ffiruniD)KBute387 .C Carter 3 B 

10 000 UOKMIE(ll}Sfl&«»ej80 MMmrmlO 

U 000000 SRrotB0U5Wiy(29)KRHf*Ww5712.FHcdoaGBE 

12 000030 JUBAMDrjSC3t^4 7U MCwWi2 

13 000000 BOMB KONG DOLLAR (21) B Pease 4 7 11 -Jl Ortf ® SB 

14 000006 MU-JHK {<) PB G (Ktoyd B 7 10 — tana Wtaodr (7) UV 

-14 dedared - 

Mn*num waghf TalOBy Rue haraHc® wight Mu-4/ifli fnZb. 

BEITBie; 4-1 UtgbCw Iter . B-l Jate. 7-1 O raon a u i tf ity, 01 Bold Arto- 
tood, Sqdto tfaDfe. 10>1 Hr Ftoatr. Pton ftet 12-1 oton 

111 in WMPEY HOMES HANDICAP (CLASS 
L=f~J 10 [DIV I) £2^50 added lm 

1 0«021 00IM0R'rEftU5(C|MaAS<*tKi*a910 JJHoAradA 

2 04001 AMGELBK(IJ$A)[7)P6ans39!OiGffl. -AMnraU 

3 144006 HamUWWWpS) tCDM«SI695 PMcCrtwtai5 

4 035060 MCKSSPS BR3»naod394 CT«ap»(3|l 

5 050260 aODFEX (B7| ) OAnan £ 9 4 DaraUdteoMU 

6 0030 awwiwH i f H an m Ran 3 9 4- „„ACMi9 

7 52050 RDIH. BAT (402) N IrotehOadS 3 9 2 .VStetotyll 

8 00002 TM£E«BtS(igivn*Br393 IMraOIMB 

9 300000 ajPSINIflK»Jltow490_ HW*b*3V 

10 Coosa? msnau>(flK3Jiwwra7si3 fnorhi6B 

11 40-2004 MEDIAHD (11] P B McUWi 6 8 12 ft««*7 

12 000000 PBUOBMI KT (26) (CO) C FaafrtS; 4 8 11 — RlraP*^ 

13 000000 EWtinEt9nta8N3|SKff3aiO_JtetetetefHM 
,j 043531 SCEJWCHK C335OT R KAnsheaJ 3 8 10 FUudi [3)5 

is 5W02 ttaOFSRH»(4)A9a*>489„^^..„..D9Wtf«34 

, 16 500022 RMONOMASWp4Ulltons4fl6 fi5»od«*2 

-ifidratored- 

BOlWft 74 Btetera Hyw. M AMN Iteto Ante, lbreo WraAi. 

Seentrt*. lfi-l Tad Of Mm, Pret Odd, 12-1 ottare 

r iOA n l AAJUS CAESAR NURSERY HANDICAP 
fCLASS a £4200 added 2YD Sf 

1 60310 DOMBUUff AH (7) W Sr Marti Prescott 9 7 WBald 2 

2 22115 DAHSMCKtfBWItai95- , p »H«tWfaei2 

3 3450 MlSIDUHrVfleS(U}SRBon«95JSDIIHMNUB 

4 041140 QCMAHIHGEVe(iq(CI»CMa95JtettoDiq«r(BB 

s 03516 CAiaau(157}CC0|Ctenus9l AbfftoA 

6 453005 7WEHRAT (7) J AWrtm 8 13 MMbdQU 

t Q73022 7ICMfiAADCinEBBIWRh.'3»ianjo812.Jlliodi(S}7 
8 £00561 SPAflnMEDE(17)(DJCft4eB7 — DRHeCatelB 

a 364824 MOUTMIMC f«JGMaj3ran8e_ -ACtortgV 

ID 33064 SODA «] TO Barron 65 — — tfaMMcMBwa 

U DM303 MaBOUWEPfWCESSPG) HW»ahtf84 F fattens 

U O4G040 aiTG NOKS (U] (D) K Buie 6 3 SOMtrU 

13 640050 BA8RES80 (11) C Fjrturj 8 0 J- Foray (R 10 B 

14 0004 MASaifal£yM NLitnoc^ 7 !!___, JtCjrfdfl 

15 600 TRUE FERSPBRNE (88) J EBtbd i 10 AVMdRBB 

- U dedared - 

Urtmini ao((K: 7U Ub True handtep iwfftc The FtowecSre /Sf Sft. 

BrnWft«TteWyandatteray7-lSoda.8-13pari*<Frfee.Hrtrw«M 

Ptkean, 10-1 Dwte Rote, Darefaant te, Moby Mode, 12-1 ottra* 

II ml WNG HENW VI AMATEURS CLAIMING 
SOKES (CLASS G) £3^00 added lm6f 

1 010 HANCOCK (543) j Miaicn 4 11 1 te7^rae(7)15 

2 306613 mA8UrDAMStnfaqwito9i7U3Jn»DlmlBeeeB 


4 5202P5 HE 1 IX) ME MAN (14) B toxelyn B 10 12 — lb JL Limed)* 

5 535 AAOOMJGKT ESCAPADE (37) H Hodges 5 10 12 

6 94ANAG0RE WMWOR S*ifelor 4 10 12 Niton 

7 64 SIOHIIY PASSAGE (24) P H 00 Q 9 6 10 12 AtdaftAra 

8 26-0 DOLCE NOTTE (28) U Ppe 6 10 7 APtfcCoy 

9 FO0 ZBIOft(258)JMAb&510 7 — SCunen 

-9 dedared - 

BETTOK: 7-4 Stony PaeraDh S 2 Dotoe Netln, 4-1 Hete Me Hra, G1 
MoonKM eraeptee, 9-lShaniDore Waitor, 12-1 otten 

10 Ofl I CORK HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) 

£3^00 added 2m 110yds 

1 F233-13 BERWm LANCASTER ( 6 ) U Gnftn 12 12 0 ,.U GitfBths (7) 

2 4U44/1& HAWABAN YDUIH (400) (D) G McCall R 11 13 -A Ma 0 Wn 

3 3Z2UF N0RDICWtU£r(29)(Bf)URpe5n2 APIAeCby 

4 244124 FBmKK(14)(D)RHad^s9Ul TDascontoeB 

5 PG56-23 THE LANCER (34| D GarlSto 7 10 10 0Fbrtt(3) 

6 5234/03 THAIS THE UFE (20) (D) T George 11 10 5 M A FfctgnraU 

7 R2TO05 auMSHOrftVIDIJFtoxekUlOO JTBeteey 

B P-65452 PfSIDBff'PBaGV(l3)(C}RFtiai910O_MrAHiMiiiartti 

-Bdectecd- 

UHraum netfclGs. True imtcap mergbc Ptudern Peg & 9a UA 
BETTDIft 3-lTbe tracer. 7-2 Prodrat Petty. M Monk VsAey, 02 Ben- 
jamin Lancaster, 5-1 Fenkfc. 7-1 PrewBen Youtt, 12-1 aOien 

ocSl LJMERJGK HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS ^ 
£4^00 added 3m 2f 110yds 
1 S2UU9 AHC EXPRESS (S87)(D)JKng8 120 CMrade 

7 FPW-F5 FUMDA SXV (24) C 9roote 9 11 9 M Bony (7) 

3 2F3032 BRAIB£nLBU«M(QPNcMs;n 6 -APMcC 0 yB 

4 2T3F14-5 THRS SAMIS (UQ T Fdsxr 7 11 0 SWyrew 

5 2444-35 SHAMARPHL (lfi) (C) RAAralOlO UJAts 5B3rredOC0r 

6 442424- JAUffiAXER [19R (CD) 9 ft I41rrnn 9 10 U ..D Setter W 
J PP3PUP 60UDBI0ML(2S7)R5ucMerll 109 — . -Jlttllfitto(71 

8 30524-4 SlBHJ UACKg7 )KastBp9103 RCmne 

9 6464JF3 COUNTRT 04) 9 3 ID 0 GUptm 

-9 dedared - 

AMmim •*&*: lOst True tmmtcap moffK Csvmy Ksesv fa IMl 

BETTVift M ftanMAH Brak, 7-a Three Satate. 92 jannteer, B-l A 
N C Expraee. StanwryAB. M Rertda Sky. Steeple Jack, 12-1 aSwre 

fo Ofl I SLIGO HAUBNCAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
L™ri £3J50 added 2m Sf 

1 012162 RUNKWAy PETE (22) (Cl (Bf) M Pee 6 12 0 . ..-A P McCoy 

2 62140 AWESBE(238) UcS WSOCT& 5 11 4 — SMcNe* 

3 2361P1 SAfl-BYTTR STABS ( 2 ft T 7 10 ;i-_..PCtee»er 

4 100040 KUQRAH BAY QS1) J teems 4 10 10 R Green 

5 iZSUOS fflAWWlA10Hfl8)«Sa«6:00 WWNkftOT 

-Sdectend- 

(*Kraen aejrc 13 z iroe rervSac we$c Sx ftwstf i Jst .*T. 

flETTMft B4 SaB By Tlee Stare. 9-4 Ibmeatny Pete. 9-2 Amdeitde. B-l 
Rhone Bay. 101 Stra-PaUA 


3 005215 AIL0N(4Q|CXBH .'He-rracnb 112 hkjtfcdwrtoa(7)4 

4 24345 B4HERt23aL<s4Siatian:niJ»tartMrea(5)BB 

5 100601- ORMARO (389 f®) « Stfctfle 5 12 1 AtaJABmlOB 

6 1335-56 MR BEAN (8) (Q 6 10 13 Mr A Matte (51 13 

7 500021 CROSS TALK 04) m '4 Trier 4 10 11 HnPJenMl 

8 04-3342 EL MDO (277) (CO) VQrraduSlO U -_-Mra Rdwh2 

9 355034 COOG RED (HIP U-jr 3 10 9 teV UPOIWA (5)3 

10 0 HCKHAB (77) P Uamn 3 13 5 Jit G MAnUaard (7)7 

n OQOQO BUMJC COST (4) S t>ra=» 6 lb 4 JAri C Peacrx* [7> U 

12 OOHPO QULLWOIH (USA) (21) j P*-3CS 4 10 4 . te* L Pearee 12 

13 00 HMIMA IEUH W T^npr 4 10 4 MrtCPtfaeiTIS 

14 242110 AMOIHEII QUAOTR (40 |Q 111 <?u7TCri 3 12 3 

lln 5 Bailey 14 

15 50 CIMWANCOCK (48} J fjw 3 9 13. _ Hn A Armtace (71 B 

-lSdectored- 

RCTTTItK 9-2 AI (to 01lheffy Btwcer. B-l Cress TeB^ 8-3 El MNx Drt- 
Botri, Cede Red, 10-1 Aarater Quarter. 14-1 ettan 

1AAI HAMLET HANDICAP {CLASS E) (DfV B) 
£3,700 added Sf 

1 0001-60 JBEREDt (31) m ? k.vT v ; 4 Id T . ... DHotand3 

2 513200 PRBUA BABM (UJ ^ -\-oii 6 ? & JIBMalB 

3 230500 Rl*SPraGERfl5MCDl = Pm*9*: >7. J Stack 13 

4 561002 SOUmnCML QB) (CDi '■ f»£5 r- 4 < . Hn TWder 9 V 

b 022440 DBCOBOymiBF) ? tt sr* t» •? 0. 6 Carter 11 

6 543406 M0MStUS).'52&r^5 9O deeper (3112 V 

7 MSOO TTMEERA|4S)nep;4.-3 613 - JlCLakS 

B 054600 M5SENRM (U) (Cft ,'uLVf O - ■ - .. 5Sredere6B 

9 005655 IAWSMNA (8) 4tos j ?z- -SOrmmiU) 

10 2«600 BOJWMBUE(87)9F»y 4 5? J)WfartDn(T)2 

U caw: HOHEYHAIL IIS) (CD) 'i 3 5 2. .. MwOn Payer IS 1 7 

12 0-00000 WANT HUT US) KRU'xv-^ 4 J- ' .Jo HHonam IT) 8 B 

13 053050 DOWN DC YARD rU7)iD.l-C-.r~'- 1 13 FHtotDT J 

BErmft 01 SoraerfldaL 7-1 Dfccotoy. HanertaB- 01 Fneada Barm. 
W hre to B M . J te wa. 1 lwrtn l n e. 10-1 mkere 


. .. JMUnaton (7)2 
...Jtor(lnl>ay0|5>7 
" -Jo mantati 17) B B 
' 1 '13 F Merton J 


Po-inl WMPEY HOMES HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
—**1 (DIV I) £2350 added lm 

1 GOOHM RWR0N1SURB9iSa!>7' r - , %y.s ! > : ;.aoehrae4B 

2 165006 SKWtttU)iW':>or4 GCartorll 

3 05113? DESBtTZ0NE(USAin5i,'Ci ^SSaadarelO 

4 3MJ4 RUnretGGaEHtnr^tWi:-: Oamai eWftdKS' 2 

5 043000 ■UWaB.OTJClCjrJlVM’-^:. SOHMaulS 

C 006000 FORGET PAMS (111) 5 ! 7Tw»'! 3 92. . - -JStrakCV 
7 5C50C5 EBO«rBOr{Uj(Cl.'i-.Vjr3?:. .GftAeMT 

6 040400 SAPPWRE SOW 17: r Zs-J- -? r . . .. . OaneOVdl 

9 oiow persenmns'. ear. ■!£.■? ■ mwanosB 

10 26:505 mimou.jeyffl.5E: 4; rpmmb5 

U 330406 POLAR RtFWto 1151 r >.v<- S f. .. Jo Hawre iT- 1 
L? 0W310 GBWfZSJJCDJ.i^Tarrv : Si: . . -DtralfelteoreiM 

13 D0000Q- HUB AI kHAU (785) 4 LraX!- 6 ? 1 .SDmrealG 

14 0304 nSBJf BMf iW ’ j ? 9 — , Wdbta hpteby -TUT 

15 002453 WI*»IWAaAU5t^.-e-33^ . . -- AMrOaoc9 

16 DDIOfiB nAMta(OTV&\44j£!^ rh i . C Teapar O' 13 V 

-18 dedared' 

BETTWE 01 Desert Zone. 01 am Ftfi Owe*, m™** c«re. 10 

1 Stare Od Tore, PDtor Retata, Brarj Bay, Bob AI Kbab, U-l dtere 

|0 m/\“] ANTONY & CLEOPATRA SELLING STAKES 
****** \ {CLASS G) B3J300 added 2W ffflies lm 
: 530014 COMPACT OBC !*) ,r, v rsrrr: 5 r 0 Hotbed 9 

2 00 BEUE MUCK [22^ T 1‘. i j. ? PLjacb^iB 

3 OS BDIEUDMLrdlft'-Tsi^ -GCaterlD 

< 00004 CMHONDS AK (4, 0 Tar- 9 - - - -CIUBrUS 

5 2i5fi2fi «MHB.i«mC7^T4y 2? JfaanMrtwraA 

6 000?-: H0PPBIEm;Ui?9an;5? ACbrt3 

7 NOETCG 5 Jjana ODremoo 2 

8 0C043 MORCCJ«RI11i7j?^ 7--='69... . J D Snen f3i 11 

9 05032b R0TAL ROtRETTE :nj ? ft'55 59. . CWcbbi717B 

10 ooos; SCENT VALLEY (IB) ? O 5“ . JtAtllB 

11 54 SOWENWrilTlA . . 5 SMera 1 

-11 te d ared - 

BQTMB: 4-1 Coapats Otoe. 9-2 Start (Met. 5-1 Sttt Catty, Heed Gat 
01 Hopperette. 101 Dtanotels Are, Boyd Roalette. 12-1 ottare 

rajfnl KMG LEAR HANDICAP (CLASS F f £3,450 
added lm 3f 

1 444320 DBtWBlISATraiii^Z^JlO:-.- MWpnaiU 
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. As the Miami Dolphins cruised 

-- lo victories in their first three 
games it was possible to believe 
— — that Jimmy Johnson was Ihe 

18*8. magician the Florida faithful 

- 7- ?- believed him in be during a 
summer long on hype but slrort 
on reality. J usL Then again Mi- 
— - ami usually do well in Septem- 

^7j ber. By ihe time Thanksghing 
comes around reality has usual- 
ly ly set in. and so it hits proved in 
16-^ Johnson's first year, as in so many 
30-1 of his predecessor. Don Shu la. 
m The Dolphins were beaten 

I 17-7 in Oakland on Sunday, a de- 
___ feat that lowers their record to 

6-7 and places their play-off 
prospects in severe jeopardy. 
TotB They will probably need lo win 
their remaining three games lo 
cam the right to play m Junuan'. 
though as these include en- 
counters with each of the New 
York teams that remains well 
within the bounds of possibility. 
M-i The ancialfeture will almost ccr- 
aii tainly come when they play host 
^=J to Buffalo on Monday week. 

Johnson has been brave lo the 

itci-j-i point of fooIhard>' in discarding 

proven talent and relying on 

youngsters, but it was his most 
proven talent of all- quarterback 
“cCoy Dan Marino - who was most a 
Q * n “ fault for the latest defeat. He 
m. B-i threw three intercept ioas and 
fumbled the ball away. The 
s « Raiders took a grip on the game 

in the second quarter with touch- 
(tepj downs from Tim Brown and 
laprt Derrick Fenner. Marino did at 
least avoid a shut-out, conncct- 
ing with Randal Hill with two and 
a naif minutes remaining lo lend 
the scoreline a degree of re- 
spectabilitj 1 . 

The New England Patriots 
were Miami's first victims, but 
after an unconvincing start their 
5E> season has taken a more en- 
couragi ng shape, and ihey lead 
ny in the AFC Easl following a crush- 

Co 7 B ing win in San Diego. Drew 
Bledsoe threw for four louch- 
w(5) downs as the Patriots eapi- 
taJised on five turnovers and 
uptra romped home 45-7. 

The ft triots share the lead of 
A their division with Buffalo, who 
m lost in overtime in Indianapo- 
. tis, but both alreudv 1 know that 
’ their participation in the Super 
Bowl will almost certainly re- 
52 quire victory in Denver s Mile 

■0«r High Stadium. 

JJ5 The Broncos ensured home- 

field advantage throughout the 
play-offs by beating Seattle 
u 6-1 34-1 7. it w.ls their 1 2th win of lire 

season, their ninth in a row. and 

gave them their lira AFC West 

^4 title since 1WI. With the l>esl 
)BB home record or am- NFL team 
“y over ihe Iasi decade, ihe Bron- 
M i cos are already heavy favourites 
•* 2 to represent the AFC in the Su- 
®? per Bowl, and it is a me;isurc of 
a u their current strength that titev 

* were able to thrash the Svnhaw ks 

. despite the hamstring pull which 

7 14 forced John Ehv.iv to ptiy most 
171 9 of The game on one leg. 

, im- The Pittsburgh Si colors, wide- 

ly regarded ;ls llie»»nh Al-TT le:un 
i gj capable of victory iii Colorado. 

diu their repuiath>n no good at 
nd3 all by losing 31-17 to the Ualli- 

II ■ more R.-ivens. Bam Morris, the 
^9 v running hack the Stcelers ie- 
iu leased in Juh alter he pleaded 
JJs guilty to a eliarge of maniu.iu.i 
ee possess7« *n. rushed /« »r !»*» lards 
s w as die Ravens won tor the lirs: 

^1 7 lirm.- in live gaiiH’s. 

a b The New Yi.nL Jets. Iw o ■ntr.LSj, 

* J were able to enluuwe tiieir repu- 
^ uniitn - .is the league's nn ki Is fv 

less team. Neil O'DonnelL lire 
I quartertvR-k evpensnch sigivJ 
in the summer, was supposed K* 

4 B pkiy for life first liftic in mo 
ru nsinths ;ls the Jets cnlcrt.nnvd 
Houston. Howi-ver O’l.Vniiell 
i is sunined a cult inie* I.‘ m tla.- wann- 

sv j up.sil out ihe nukh..!i*itl:e Jets 
^ ! Iii>i iheu - H Kh hvmv gune in .i n «v 

8 b j Results, standings pagr 25 
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NUMBER 

552 


The minutes i9hr 12ntin) it j 
took tor France \o defeat ; 
Sweeten on fee last day rt the 1 
Davis Cup final. The first, 
match between Thomas Ec- 
qvist and Cedric Pioline last- 
ed 4hr 25min. the second 
between Arnaud Boetsch 
and Nichlas KuU: 4hr 4Tmn. ' 
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France enhance cup’s stature 


Simon O’Hagan, 

in Malmo, on the 
the toil and the joy 
of a tennis epic 

Just before play began oq the 
fast day of the Davis Cup final 
in Malmo on Sunday, Brian lb- 
bin. the benign Australian who 
is president of the Internation- 
al Tennis Federation, issued a 
statement headed "The Davis 
Cup - A Justification”. 

■Tlie 65-vear-oId Tobin was 
feeling aggrieved- ■‘Malcon- 
tents”. as he described them, 
were trying to undermine the 
annual. 1 11 - -run men's team 
championship by suggesting 
that it was cluttering up the 
schedule of .ATP tour events and 
Grand Slams. Among those 
Tobin had in mind were Andre 
Agassi and Pete Sampras, who 
have rather patronisingly tend- 
ed to pick and choose when to 
play Davis Cup: a few days pre- 
viously Sampras had upset the 
ITF by suggesting that it might 
be an idea to make it a bienni- 
al or even quadrennial affair. 

Tobin duly mounted a stout 
defence of the competition. 
With 127 countries taking part 
in 1997, it was helping to take 
tennis to all corners of the 
globe: it was important for the 
development of young players, 
from which the ATP Tour ben- 
efited: and the tradition of an 
event that can trace its origins 
back to 1900 ought to be re- 
spected. 

What Tobin omitted to refer 
to was tbe unique quality of 
Davis Cup tennis - the sort of 
tension, and scope for heroism, 
that as any Ryder Cup golfer will 
tell you only comes when indi- 
viduals are doing it for the 
team. And never was that truer 
than in the incredible drama 
that unfolded later when France 
and Sweden produced unar- 
guably the greatest final in the 
competition's long and illustri- 
ous history. 

There could have been no 
more ringing justification for the 
Davis Cup than a match which 
ended with Amaud Boetsch, 
having saved three match 
points, beating Nick! as Kulti 
10-8 in the fifth set of the de- 
ciding singles to bring France a 
victory like no other. Never be- 
fore in 84 finals bad the out- 
come rested on the final set of 
the final match, and for Agas- 
si and Sampras to regard as un- 
worthy of their full support a 
competition as pure, meaning- 
ful and gripping as this can only 
diminish them. 



FtanceSs hero: Amaud Boetscft is borne aloft by his team-mates after the most axtraonfnary Davis Cup final of all time 


Photograph: Eric Gailiard/Reuter 


Yannick Noah, the winning 
captain, got it absolutely right 
afterwards when an elated 
French team came in to meet 
the press with the clock ticking 
into the early hours of Monday 
morning. "What l love about 
the Davis Cup is it's not about 
contracts, it’s not about sched- 
ules, it’s not about business," 
he said. “It’s about the team. 
It's a different thing. It takes 
a certain character to win 
matches in Grand Slams, but in 
the Davis Cup you have to give 
up a lot for others. You have 
to sacrifice a lot of things. If 
people choose not to play, it’s 
too bad. We’ll just keep win- 
ning. It doesn’t lake anything 
away from us.” 

The feeling Noah has for the 
Davis Cup and (he need for col- 
lective purpose was obvious 


from the way he led the team 
to an emotional victory over the 
United States in Lyon in 1991, 
and what he achieved here was, 
if anything, of even greater 
magnitude. “The joy we feel is 
very special because we love 
competing as a group,” be said. 
Noah must now be ripe for a 
sainthood. 

It was “like a dream” for the 
27-year-old Boetsch, who had 
come on court after Thomas 
Enqvist's wonderful recovery 
from two sets down to beat 
Cedric Pioline had returned the 
psychological advantage to the 
Swedes. “Five years ago I was 
in the team but I didn't play," 
Boetsch said. “I was supporting 
my friends and trying to do my 
best for them, and this time I 
was playing. It was a big hon- 
our for me, and to win this 


match in this way was unbe- 
lievable.” 

One's heart bled for Kulti, the 
25-year-old doubles player who 
had been drafted in after Ste- 
fan Edberg failed to recover 
from his twisted ankle. He was 
much less experienced in singles 
than his opponent, but be 
played the match of his life, and 
when, in the final set, Boetsch 
stood at 6-7 and 0-40 he was on 
the brink of writing his name 
into Swedish legend- He will be 
remembered anyway, not least 
because he was brave enough to 
try for outright winners on all 
three match points, and it was 
perhaps fining that in the match 
that marked an ultimately frus- 
trating farewell to the game for 
Edberg, the Swedes found in 
both Enqvist and Kulti new 
men to acclaim. 


Henman must 
meet Stich 


Give it a 
light kick and 


run 


it will 
and 


run. 



No other watch in the game has stamina like the Citizen Eco-Drive. Powered by light, just a 
few minutes is enough to make it run and run. A few hours keeps it going for up to six 
months. So \ou T il never need to change the battery. A performance you'd expect from Citizen, 
the first lo bring the world this technology. Prices from £79.50. .Alarm chronograph model 
illustrated £195. 3 year guarantee. For a brochure and your nearest stockist, call 01753 897210. 

•CITIZEN Eco-Drive 


Tim Henman, the first British 
player to gam a place in the 
Grand Slam Cup since the tour- 
nament began in T990, will 
have the odds stacked against 
him when he plays tbe opening 
match -at the Olympiahalle Sta- 
dium in Munich today. 

Michael Stich, the 1991 
Wimbledon champion from 
Germany whom Henman has 
been drawn against: in the first 
round, has been in Munich for 
the past seven days preparing 
for the evenl. 

“I won this tournament four 
years ago and am very keen to 
win it again,” Stich said. “To win 
an event in Germany in front of 
my own people is obviously 
very important It gives me that 
tittle extra incentive.” 

Henman did not even learn 
he was in the tournament, fol- 
lowing the withdrawal of the 
American trio of Pete Sampras. 
Michael Chang and Todd Mar- 
tin, until the weekend and has 
not hit a ball since he won the 
British National champi- 
onships at Tblford more than 
two weeks ago. 


What makes Henman's (ask 
even more difficult is that Stich 
b not at all nervouswhen play- 
ing before bis home crowd. He 
has won 18 titles on the ATP 
Tour and seven of (hem have 
been in Germany. 

Henman has never played 
Stich before and at 6ft 4m, the 
big-serving German is particu- 
larly menacing on indoor courts 
and not only won the Grand 
Slam Cup in 1992 but was also 
runner-up in 1993. 

Henman, however, has been 
outstanding during the past 12 
months, having reached six 
ATP Tour semi-finals since Jan- 
uary and, in reaching tbe last 
eight at Wimbledon, defeated 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov in the first 
round. 

Whatever his fate today, the 
22-year-old Henman is guar- 
anteed $100,000 (£60,864) in 
prize-money. 

COMPAQ GRAND 8UM CUP Udmlelv): M 
SOch (Gert vT Henman (GB); M HtoaHngon 
(US) v R Krspoek (N HD; B Becker (Oar) » J 
Stotenberg (fitssr. J ffraefc (9*0 v C PtoBne 
tfft. M Rosttt (SwO) v J CourMr (US): T Cn- 
cm« <Sne) vYMMntar flfeao; A AgsssJ (US3 
« M WoocKorta lAus); M TOstram Owe) v G 
WarSewc tCxoa). 


Rugby viewers 
let down by 
BBC coverage 


The BBC did not broadcast the 
opening and often fascinating 
matches of the Heinekcn Eu- 
ropean Cup. It could have but 
chose not to. Independent 
television had originally ac- 
quired the rights to these 
matches but then had second 
thoughts. The BBC could have 
intervened at this stage and 
picked up the contract but de- 
cided against. 

There were protests in 
which I joined in this column 
and which, for onoc. seemed to 
base some effect. The corpo- 
ration appears to have re- 
alised that it made a mistake. 
It promises to cover the semi- 
finals, Brive v Cardiff and 
Leicester v Toulouse, and to 
broadcast the final in the new 
year. 

Last weekend saw a further 
example of the BBC’s treat- 
ment of rugby followers as 
poor relations. True, there was 
frill coverage of England v 
New Zealand Barbarians at 
Twickenham on BBC1. But on 
the next day Whies played 
Australia at Cardiff. The 
match was seen on television 
in WfeJes but not in England or 
Scotland. 

There were numerous peo- 
ple in both these countries who 
would have liked to see it: the 
more so as David Campese was 
making his last appearance 
for Australia and Jonathan 
Davies his first for Wiles since 
his return from rugby league. 
Indeed, the spectacle of Davies 
in a Welsh union jersey once 
again was something most of 
us had never expected to see. 
Hence the match was not only 
interesting in itself: it was also 
a romantic occasion. 

Ail the BBC did was devote 
roughly a third of /bigftv Spe- 
cial to it, the other part of the 
programme being taken up 
with France v South Africa and 
England v New Zealand Bar- 
barians. Yet the majority of 
English viewers would, I am 
sure, fall into one of three cat- 
egories: they would have been 
at Twickenham; viewed tbe 
match live on televirion; or 
taped it and watched it later, 
on Saturday evening, Sunday 
morning or Sunday afternoon. 
Besides, those who had been 
at the ground or watched it live 
on television might well have 
recorded it also for future ref- 
erence or entertainment. 

This argument against Rug- 
by Special’s indolent habit of 
running highlights of matches 
which most fans have already 
either seen or recorded is one 
of general application. It has, 
however, an additional force 
when a game of equal interest 
to Saturday's is taking place on 
Sunday. 

I do not see why BBC1 or 
BBC2 should not have re- 
arranged its programming to 
broadcast Bfeies v Australia in 
England and Scotland. In de- 
fault of that, there could have 
been an extended Rugby Spe- 



ALAN WATKINS 


dal Even at its normal hour's 
length, the programme could 
have given us nearly 70 per cent 
of an event which did, after all, 
happen on the day the pro- 
gramme went out. 

Nor is it only the BBC that 
may be short-changing its 
rugby-watching customers. I 
wonder about the Rugby {foot- 
ball Union as welt. Last week 
I was taken as a guest to that 
body’s 125th anniversary din- 
ner ,he Id at Bvickenham. The 
after-dinner speakers were 
Jeff Probyn and David Mellor, 
MB Both made accomplished 
and funny speeches. Probyn "s 
was slightly funnier. 

But why wasMcllor there at 
all? He is, as wc know, a 
Chelsea supporter. These ore 
troubled and interesting times 
for rugby supporters. Could not 
the RFU have rustled up some 
one - say, one of its own mem- 
bers, in addition to Probyn - 
who could have told us what 
was going on? It may be that 
the RFU does not knuw what 
is going on. Even so, the last 
person in England that most of 
those present wanted to hear 
was, 1 suspect, David Mellor. 

Perhaps the most interesting 
part of the evening was the 
competition (entry fee £J0) to 
choose a Lions XV from the 
period 1971-89. There was a 
prize for whoever came near- 
est to Probyn ’s selection. This 
turned outto be: 

J Williams: G Davies, 
GuscotL M Gibson, D Duck- 
ham: B John. G Edwards: F 
Cotton. P Wheeler, G Price, P 
Ackford, W J McBride, R Ut 
tley. D Richards. P Winter- 
bottom. 

My host, Donald Trelford. 
formerly editor of the Obscn 
er, and now sports columnist of 
the Daily Telegraph, got 12. 
Some low types had managed 
13 and divided tbe prize. 
Trelford put in John Dawes. 
Wade Dooley and Mervyn 
Davies instead' of Jeremy Gus- 
cott. Paid Ackford and Dean 
Richards. I got 12 as well. 1 put 
in Dawes, Derek Quinn ell and 
Davies instead of Guscutt, Ul- 
tley and Richards. 

In short, we agreed that 
Dawes and Davies should be 
included rather than Probyn ’s 
choices of Guscott and 
Richards. Interestingly 
enough, these two players are 
still performing weekly, if they 
are given the chance. And 
both are considered not to be 
good enough lo be in the cur- 
rent England team. 


Hendry made 
to battle for 
championship 

Snooker 


Stephen Hendiy achieved his 
first goal of the season by re- 
taining bis United Kingdom 
Championship at Preston's 
Guild Hall, winning on the final 
frame. Hendry, who had led 
John Higgins 8-4, came back 
from 9-8 down for a thrilling 
10-9 victory in Sunday’s final 
The win over his unlucky 
World Cup-w inning team-mate 

S it the Scot on course to emu- 
te his dean sweep of the top 
three honours during 1995-96. 
Had he won. ihe 21 -year -old 
Higgins would have become the 
provisional world No 1. denying 
Hendry top spot for only the sec- 
ond time in six years. 

“All this talk of who is No 1 
is twaddle." Hendry said. “Tbu 
can only call yourself No I af- 
ter the World Championship at 
the end of tbe season. And 
that's where [ aim to be. But 
John and 1 are the two best play- 
ers in the game. We are stretch- 
ing away from the rest” 
Anything other than an easy 
win "had looked unlikely when 
Hendiy was poised to lead 9-4 
after compiling his third century 
of the match in the I2tb frame. 
But from 59-20 ahead, he con- 
ceded four points after swerv- 
ing to escape from a snooker, 
giving Higgins the chance to 
clear and then win the re- 
spolted black that followed. 

Higgins gained confidence, 
taking tbe next four frames, and 
at 9-8 threatened Hendry’s 17- 
match unbeaten record. Unde- 
terred, Hendiy made breaks of 
82 and 77 to claim the final two 
frames in just 18 minutes. 

Fin* (Preston): S 
tt*** tSert Fronw 

mrcTmlrKSXWY 32-72. 7IW39 105.14 


Tyson tops money list 


Forget those big-money con- 
tracts in baseball, basketball, 
American football and ke hock- 
ey. The boxer. Mike Tyson, 
fought just three times in 1996 
and, according to Forbes mag- 
azine, earned $75m (£45m), 
more money in one year than 
any athlete in history. 

Tyson replaced the NBA 
player, Michael Jordan, at the 
top in the Forbes Super 40 list 
of higbest-paid athletes, an- 
nounced on Sunday. However, 
Jordan, the No 1 for four con- 
secutive years, could be posed 
for a comeback in 1997. His 
S30m contract - tbe largest 
one-year salary in sports histo- 
ry-wilJ generate more next year. 

Then there is box office, 
merchandise and video income 
from his film Space Jam, which 
could push his earnings- past 
Si 00m for next year. Forbes es- 
timates Jordan's 1996 income at 
S52.6m, $12.6ra in salary and 
$40m from other sources such 
as endorsements. 

Endorsement income played 
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a key role for many of the ath- 
letes on tbe list, especially in 
golf. Arnold Palmer s No 8 with 
$15.1m, just S 100,000 of it in 
winnings and 5 15m from other 
sources. Tiger Woods, a pro- 
fessional for .just four months, 
earned $800,00 playing golf 
and .$8m in other income, 
Damon Hill, tbe Formula 
One World champion driver, 
does not crane anywhere near the 
top, even though he is Britain's 
leadingeimy on the list at 34 with 
an estimated income of £5 ,5m. 


Wycombe’s reward 

Hockey 


BILL COLW1LL 

High Wycombe's Hockey As- 
sociation Cup defeat of the 
mighty Doncaster on their own 
ground has been rewarded with 
a fifth-round home tie against 
Teddington. 

TeddingLon will not relish 
tbe thought of a visit lo Cres- 
ses. remembering their last trip 
there in the Cup two years ago 
when they required a penalty- 
stroke barrage to silence the 
N astro Azzurro South side. 

The Cup holders, Read ing, 
who have been struggling in re- 
cent ga m es , will alsonave reser- 
vations about their visit to tbe 
First Division leaders, Beeston 


- the only side on maximum 
points in the National League. 
Cannock and Southgate, cur- 
rently equal on points at the top 
of the Premier Division, should 
progress to the quarter-finals. 

Cannock are at home to their 
near neighbours, Stourport, and 
Southgate travel across London 
to Surbiton for one of the round's 
two afi-ftemier matches. The sec- 
ond ts Hounslow, going in the op- 
posite direction to Chingford to 
play Old Loughtonians. 

The draw has not fallen kind- 
ly for the non-Na tional League 
sides, none of whom are likely 
to survive. 

ha qg ra nn wdt fc iK ro wa n * nemBn& 
Cmmck v Swurport CbabraM n CantwOury: 

B i wycomiwyTBddlrismliMBvaddtbra: 

iflHmm Hdumm; ftMmvHamp- 
sMdSVtamUnsaqSuMsnvSoutf&te. lies 
lo teptoied Sunday 23FEMQ. 


No problems 
for Tyrrell on 
Verstappen 

Motor racing 


Tyrrell made it dear yesterday 
that there were no problems 
with their new signing, the 
Dutchman Jos Verstappen, de- 
spite his absence from the offi- 
cial entry list for next year’s 
{formula One World Champion- 
ship. 

“We think the problem was 
just down to timing,” a team 
spokesman. Rupert Manwaring. 
sakL “We signed Jos late on 
Thursday night and he will def- 
initely be our driver next year. 
His absence may just be because 
the list was put together before 
we announced him." 

There were no surprises in 
the 24-strong list, released in 
Paris by the FIA, the interna- 
tional governing body of motor 
sport, which confirmed vacant 
seats at the Jordan, Ligier, Mi- 
nardi and Lola teams. 

Those four teams have until 
9 March, the day before prac- 
tice begins for the Australian 
Grand Prix, to nominate their 
drivers. - - - - - 

Forauria One 

World CtwpionsHp wtry te* 

1 Damon HO (OB) — - — Anmre 

2 Radio Mob (Bra) -Anw 

3 Jacqnno VMhmutc (Can) ....... .Wftams 

4 HWazmnld Frontal (Oar) —Watarro 

5 MfchaW Sd wmnc fttf (Gw] - — Ferrari 

6 Eddta tnftw (GB) J«r*i 

7 Joan AlaW (FT} Bonencn 

8 Getftant Barger (Awn.... ^Benetton 

9 Mflca ruMkkwn (Hn). McLaren 

10 BUM Cooldmrd (GB) McLaren 

11 Raff S c hum ocbor (Dor) —Jordan 
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sport 


Sacchi quits Kalian job for the call of Milan 


Football 


f RUPERT METCALF 


Arngo Sacchi has gone home. 
Bruised and battered by months 
of media persecution, the 50- 
year-old made a di gnifi ed exit 
Jn-wn guiding the fortunes of the 
Italian national team and re- 
turned yesterday to Milan - the 
club where he made his name. 

The man who set the man- 
agerial merry-go-round in mo- 
tion was, predictably, Silvio 
Berlusconi, the billionaire me- 
dia mogul who owns Milan. A 
late-night meeting at his villa on 
Sunday led to the resignation of 
Milan's unpopular coach, the 
Uruguayan Oscar Washington 

ThKirai n Mil 1 tv 1... 


;>rf% ■; : SACCHI'SCAREER 

>3946 Botn In Fasignaha on\l AprfL- . •: 3900 Wins European Cup, European 
'1072 leavesjohas tishoe 'safesm&i ; - Stperctf; arxt totenrontme^ Cup. 
fr.hls fathers factaytb take op hfc 39si£ Wins interaxihoental Cup and 
-first coaching Job - af aragranoJ ; —-'tfieb.appoi^ national coach. 
■4980 WnB-Ceaeoa aa youA««n- - ctaw against 

. edaeff.: ‘-i 4 -t. ir-' v i &t<3er»a.i; 

lSSSJotns Pa?W*^8pe8s ceaicff- •-agB^RtsxWes Wqrid.Cup final rejbg. 
. in» at. ffconi : ard-FkirenbnB'e south •• . .AogBles,.Jp8tng53 BrazUon prattles. 

r t ", ilflSSfehBs^^foEuitqj&iri Chwnp; 

* •'’‘IfMPliIri ftnnfr In Ewfd ft wl- . Vm rO AmLi #a 




* Psfe i-i -PnJ8»ss . itftyonf 

rratchJnchaf»of 

>1980 


but foils to 
-ronrtL'Last - 
Jsa2rifTtanO. 
tfiSanlwD'oni 



tesareBWdWtA0e64i. Italy Undar- 
• 21 coach. Famernabooal captfinwho 
played for Vffian^ Hie his son Paokrwho 


now captains teht Has wexceSent 
er-2ii 


WHO NEXT FOR IIAIY? : : 

Lazio, whose recent Leage tom has 
: been osmaL ftderafon cnatmarwJea 
Ludana Ntewte. who wiB mate deo- 
Sda on replacement for Sdcdii after 
ha efedon on WOecembet is a gm . 
admirer r although ZofTs. coaching' 
record Is not Impresdws. 

FtevtoScaia (49). "Former Parma 
coach. Lads piaytng pedigree of his 
two main rivals, with just two appear- 
ahces'.ln Italy B team, but has tor 
Stronger record as a di* coach. Took 

Parma lb' Ueto Cup win -to 1995 and 
-'Cup-WtaneK' Cup it 1933. left tfn.dub 
as end of last season wfttoat job to go 
to -so would beavalaUeiniTnecflateiyi 


record as Under-21 ooach. wreingthe 
European . ode three times but fading 
ar 1996 Manta Olympte.„ WdeV 
.seen as a stop^p ramerthan per? 

■ manertt replacement but iKcreastogy- 
the favourite,' parocutariy Jf.a - longer- 
term candidate prates unavailable 
.uafl end of season. -. ;■ 

Kno Zoff <54). fomier national goal- 
ta-eper who captained Itahrib 1982 
Mtantf Cup win. Most capped player in 
lfojian .tetmy.CU2)- President of 


Tabarez. and a call by Berius- 
i afternoon. 


coni to SacchL That OIL&IUUUU, 
Milan had suffered a 3-2 defeat 
at humble Piacenza in Sene A 
match, and action was called for. 

“I can’t say no to Berlusconi. 
Milan calls me, fcau onfy resign. 


Try to understand," Sacchi said 
yesterday. He had been coach 
of Italy since 1991, after five tro- 
phy-laden years at Milan, and 
he had a contract ontQ 1988 - 
but few people expected him to 
see out 1996, let akrae another 
twoyears. 

Sacchi took Italy to the 1994 
Worid Cup final in Los Ange- 
les, where they lost on penalties 
to Brazil, but he has been un- 
der intense pressure since his 


side made a humiliating first- 
round exit from the European 
Championship in England last 
summer. His last match in 
charge also ended in embar- 
rassment: a 2-1 defeat in a 
friendly against Bosnia in Sara- 
jevo last month. His final record 
was 34 wins, 10 draws and nine 
defeats in 53 matches. 

SacchTs critics, and there 
were many, said that he never 
had a settled side - he used al- 


most 100 players in those 53 
matches - and that he fell out 
with his key players too easily. 
Men like Gumluca Vi alii and 
Roberto Baggio found them- 
selves out of favour when they 
still had much to offer. 

After the summons from Ber- 
lusconi, Sacchi contacted the 
Italian football federation late 
on Sunday to announce his res- 
ignation. “Let's just say it was in 
the air," Antoofo Afetanese, the 


former chairman of the feder- 
ation, said. “It’s what so many 
Italians wanted." 

Italy’s next match is not un- 
til February, when they return 
to England for a World Cup 
qualifier, so there is no rush to 
appoint Sacchi s successor. The 
two leading candidates are the 
Under-21 coach Cesare Maldi- 
ni, the father of the full-back 
Paolo Maldini, and Dino Zoff, 
the former goalkeeper and cap- 


tain of the 1982 World Cup-win- 
ning side who is now the pres- 
ident of Lazio. Two men initially 
included among the likely suc- 
cessors ruled themselves out of 
the ru nnin g last night: the Real 
Madrid coach Fabio Capello. 
who replaced Sacchi at Milan in 
1991. and Giovanni Trappatoni, 
the Bayern Munich coach who 
won six SericA titles when with 
Juventus. 

But what of Milan? Since the 


unfortunate Tabarvz replaced 
Capello in the summer they 
have looked like mere also-rans 
rather than front-runners in 
the Italian League - an intol- 
erable situation for the San 
Siro faithful. TTiey languish in 
ninth place in Sene ,1 after 
Sunday’s defeat, and will be 
e limin ated from the European 
Champions' League if they lose 
at home to Norway's Rosenborg 
Tbondheim tomorrow. Sacchi 
will be in charge for that match, 
when inslant success will be de- 
manded. 

“I think that we have made 
the tight choice by turning to 
Arrigo Sacchi” Berlusconi said. 
His new coach has a contract 
that runs until the end of the 
1997-98 season. 

“I come here with pleasure 
and enthusiasm," Sacchi said 
last night- “1 have come home 
to the people who always re- 
spected me." 


England 
A poised 
for sixth 
success 


Cricket 


MYLES HODGSON 
reports from Canberra 
ACT 216 & 140-4 
England A 408 


England A moved towards their 
sixth successive (our victory af- 
ter being given the benefil’of a 
controversial umpiring deci- 
sion which enabled them to take 
control against Australian Cap- 
ital Terri lory in Canberra. 

The tourists, resuming on 
295 for 5, were dismissed for -UW 
to earn a 192-run first innings 
lead and by the close they had 
reduced ACT to 140 for 4. 


But it was the dismissal of the 


Cobner calls 
for common 


approach 


Rugby Union 


CHRIS HEWETT 


# 


the latest confirmation of the 
gulf between the haves and 
have-nots of world rugby -Eng- 
land. Wiles and France sound- 
ly beaten by out-of-season 
contingents from New Zealand, 
Australia and South Africa in 
the space of 24 hours - drew a 
call for northern hemisphere 
unity yesterday from one of the 
few voices of common sense still 
to be found in a British game 
more obsessed with raising 
money than raising standards. 

Terry Cobner, the full-time 
director of rugby in ^Vhles, was 
never one for cross-border har- 
mony during his playing career 
as a fiercely patriotic, bruising- 
ly hard loose forward; indeed, 
his interests barely extended be- 
yond Fontypool Park, let alone 
ihe Severn Bridge. 

But repeated reverses against 
the superpowers from south of 
the equator have persuaded him 
that the common approach is the 
only realistic solution. ‘The gap 
in skill and fitness levels is nar- 
rowing, but nowhere near as 

quickly as we would Bke,'’ the for- 
mer Lions flanker said. “It is now 
time for the major European na- 
tions to bury their parochialism, 
address the problem together 
and come up with a programme 
that is best for the northern 
hemisphere as a whole.” 

While both England and the 
Fhrnch have enjoyed victories 


over all three southern nations 
since the turn of the decade, the 
overall European performance 
is the stuff of embarrassment. 
Wales have not recorded a win 
since beating Australia in the 
1987 World Cup, Scotland's 
losing streak goes back to 1983 
and Ireland's to 1979. Of the 83 
full internationals played by 
British sides' against the big 
trio over the last 20 years, 69 
have been lost, many heavily. 

Cobner wants to see a struc- 
tured fixture programme agreed 
by the .four home unions and 
France - progress may be made 
on that front before Christmas - 
and is keen to expand the 
Heineken European Cup into a 
home and away format next year. 

"We can play some domestic 
rugby at the start of the season 
and then return to it at the end," 
he said, suggesting that the 
meat of the campaign should in- 

dude up to 13 European match- 
es for each participating dub 
plus six full mtcToaticmais, two 
of them against touring sides. 

His prognosis for European 
rugby not entirely apoca- 
lyptic. “We may not be strong in- 
dividually at the moment, but 1 
think the Lions selectors will be 
able to come up with a collective 
outfit capable of beating the 
Springboks in South Africa next 
summer. We have first-class peo- 
ple in charge of the Lions, men 
who have been there and done 
it and have strong ideas about 
how we should approach the 
tour. I'm encouraged by that” 



ACT skipper. Mike Velctta. 
which dominated the day's play 
and pul England in a position 
to claim a convincing victory in 
today's final day. 

Veletia, who had batted near- 
ly* two hours for 68 and looked 
the main threat to the tourists* 
hopes, edged HoUiookc behind 
to slip Craig White, who ap- 
peared (o scoop the ball up for 
the wicketkeeper Warren Hegg 
to take a diving catch. 

However. Veletta dearly dis- 
puted the decision and stood his 
ground, resulting in the match 
referee ordering the ACT cap- 
tain to report for a disciplinary 
hearing today to answer dissent 
charges. 

Velena had earlier compiled 
a 106-run partnership with PjuI 
Evans before the spinner FVtcr 
Such, who claimed five wickets 
in the first innings, began to 
make a substantia] contribution. 


Thbrt day of lour: .VTT won (Os' 

ACT - Flrat IMnti 2U IP J Soto* 59; P M 
SUM 5-391. 

ENGLAND A - Flrat Innings 

(Oucmgnt: 395 for 5) 

■A j Hotaate e Hxwnrwi b £4rrth Jl 

tWh HefflDSnwi - 1 

A F am o McDonald J?3 

G Ctuppie no) out — —.59 

A 1 Hams ibw u Ihornion —.16 

P M Suai c Velena o Snrn _0 

Extras (b6, D3. wl. nW) — 16 

Total (122 owns). 


Fall; 1-61, 3-S5. 3-1*19. 4 245. 5 353. 
6-395. r 303. 8 333. 9-373. 

Bowline SnmWi 37-5-91-Ec Thornton 264-7 7- 


Z McDonald 18-3- T3-3; O-Uoopie* 35-7-680: 

•wily d. l-ll-O. 


Mnckerc* 32-400-1: Gamty . 

ACT - Second taninfs 

-MRJ VatettacHt«CBt«*COke 68 

P L Euam C G*S 0 Sufft ..... 47 


PJSoraavcStahbSucti — m 3 

B D Has by b HoAodif 43 

I A Gamty not out .0 

Brtrau(M.ib8i — 9 

Total (tter 4, 5U man) 140 


Fait 1-106. 3 111. 3-138. 4-140. 

To bac D J MeDonam. H OHVapwr. B J Snwh. 
tM b Raimson. D J Thornton, E A Marten. 1 '? 
Bonto* Dins 5-0-17-0; Kara 7 1 1M* S** 
21-1D39-2: WN» 52-JBO; Gsw 9- 1-30 a Hoi- 
Loake 4.5-D9-?. 

UmpfatHB B Tnnmton and J Hanrabid 


Channel 4 
seal four-year 
television deal 


Athletics 


How not to tackle: New Zealand’s Jonah Lomu passes on the benefit of his experience to the next generation of rugby union players at a 
Reebok-spon sored skills session for children at Cardiff Arms Park yesterday Photograph: Peter Jay 


Lomu puts his faith in a blossoming future for England 


Jonah Lomu, who helped the 
New Zealand Barbarians to 
their 34-19 victory over England 
at Twickenham on Saturday, be- 
lieves that Jack Rowell's team 
will be leading contenders for 
victory in the 1999 World Cup. 

“This current England team 
is going to be a great side, no 
question about it," Lomu aid 
yesterday “They had a real §o 
'at us. didn’t freeze up andwill 
take a lot from the match. They 
still young and are sun 


are 


learning. 

Lomu, who was attending a 


Ree bo k -sponsored skills ses- 
sion for youngsters at Cardiff 
Arms Park, acclaimed Eng- 
land's new outside-half. Mike 
Cati, who had struggled to con- 
tain the New Zealander during 
last year's 45-29 World Cup 
semi-final victory in Cape Town. 

“I was very impressed with 
him," Lomu said. “He ran 
things well and read situations 
around him. I think his tactical 
kicking will improve because 
he's the type of player who 
wants to learn." 

Lomu also paid tribute to 


David Campese, who retired 
from international rugby after 
winning his 101st cap for Aus- 
tralia against Wales in Cardiff 
on Sunday. 

“David Campese has always 
shown tremendous skiDs on 
the field, and 1 learnt so much 
from him just by watching the 
way he did things," Lomu said. 

Lomu said he was now look- 
ing forward to a long run in the 
New Zealand Test side after be- 
ing dropped during last sum- 
mer’s Tri-Nations series against 
South Africa and Australia. 


“It would obviously be an- 
noying if your place was taken 
by "a player who you feel is not 
as good as yourself. Bat that’s 
not the case in New Zealand 
when you've got people like 
Glen Osborne and Eric Rush 
around. 

*1 didn't feel especially hard 


done bv being left out. That is 
oft 


pan of the professional game 
but I never look bade in the past, 


Tm always one to plan ahead for 
the future." 

Lomu said be was delighted 
with the reception he had re- 


ceived from his British fans, and 
was looking forward to turning 
out for the Welsh First Division 
club Ehbw Vile against an In- 
vitation XV tomorrow night. 

Bristol give a senior debut to 
the scrum-half Richard Smith 
in tonight's Anglo- Welsh Cup 
game at borne to Neath. Smith. 
23, joined Bristol from New- 
bridge last week and scored a 
by for Bristol United in Satur- 
day’s victory over Clifton Wan- 
derers. 

The hooker Mark Regan and 
the lock Simon Shaw return 


from England duty and the side 
also includes the Irish interna- 
tional stand-off Riu] Burke and 
the flanker David Cnrkeiy.The 
captain. Marlin Cony, an Eng- 
land replacement against Italy, 
moves to No 8 to allow tiie 
coach. Alan Davies, the oppor- 
tunity to cast his eyes over the 
France A back row Said Filali. 

Scotland are trying to at- 
tract families and children to 
their international against Italy 
at Murrayfield on Saturday 
week. Tlic Scottish Rugby 
Union’s head of marketing, 


Laura Dick, said: "Among oth- 
ers. we want to target the Ital- 
ian community in Scotland. We 
will be using the press, radio and 
television to promote the 
match. We want to attract fam- 
ilies to the game and have 
structured the ticket pricing 
accordingly " 

AduJ is accompanying you ma- 
sters will pay £ 15 for themselves 
and £5 for each of their cfcirges. 
A full house is new expected hut 
already 2tU M I tickets have been 
sold and the SRU is hoping for 
a crowd in excess of 3U.U0U. 


A new four-year television con- 
tract for British athletics with 
Channel 4 was confirmed last 
night. 

The station will cover major 
meetings in a three-way deal, 
involving the British Athletic 
Federation and the British Alli- 
Jetes’ AvsLviatitin. The mo Ind- 
ies arc setting up a joint 
company to run the meetings. 
Coverage will start with a Eu- 
ropean indoor circuit eteni in 
February. 

Channel 4 take over troni 
JTV. who ended a 12-year as- 
sociation with the sport ihix 
year, after rim’s over the non- 
appearance of lop .U hides. Fi- 
nancial details hate not been 
discloseiL but Ihe ciuilracl will 
be worth less than the anmi.il 
if. 5m paid by 1TV. 


SPORTING DIGEST 



TODAY’ S FIXTURES 


, THIRD ROUND SaOHD LES 

■ IllTlttte fl) (S-0> — — - 
aZteitecnt (Ben OWHaiangbCfg 

(Pori i ii v inremsDonaie 


FaiaMBOTBOWTTMrt 
tai , Oweham. twm s»-j- 

BBfflW* BnidtodPwsftm* 


?f^wnowd (New 10) v Tbiwt- 

«Gert <01 * MW*®, 
(GeO (3l v BrofldDy (Don) (1) 
SJB ig«i iSva* Biuais 
301. 
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American footbaB 


N(b B«9K»31 Pimbunji IT; CamtooKTanv 
m BwO; Greon Bay 28 Csca& 17: imanapaks 
G Qudsto 10 lOn. JseworwflB 30 C«*«n W: 

I*r»wsotfl''lAiut>nal7;Wi»atteWw34KTG^ 

SSfcrenvcr 34 seanie 7: a was m New 
Oieens ID: Housun 35 W Je& IDs Oakland 17 
Memi 7: New England 45 Sen Diego 7. 
jmEWCAW FOQTBAIL CONFERENCE 
PISTERN DIVISION 

W L T PF FA 
HmMImU 9 « 0 355 269 

aStSiZZ:. -S - * — * • Mt 


Mansnesiar Gens 61 fd« [Brown 18, Ba*- 
edteMKon 16). SMtheM SnartsSO 1481 Hue 
Bra 21. Ham 18. Finch 13). 
7-lH , TBOFHftNewcasiteEasJra73r3GWRieJoi 
29, M'Bm 12. Fee 11 u lacwffii RHen 61 03: 
HV«*ine22.Ba»ainl6.BanoB0:Hanei«W3i- 
foul R^obMl^B IVWSI3S, mflrtdf21 Rttbw 


Cricket 


m naniBr^r ^g»ailS IM j Wmw 




28. Wiiiomo 26. Boone 23i, BuHnOan) BuHen 
90 (J7» (Dcnra 36. »»» 17, Ffownw 161, Hap- 
amt 91 [Ml i Buts and Ytxmgilood 23. Wire 
16i. 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
ATLANTIC DMSION 

W 


NVtera 1 12 

central DIVISION ^ 




WESTERN ONtSKK 

Draw — T2 

KABUACBy .9 

San DMflo 

Oakland -g 


MsnoNAL Foonsui oowraacE 
EASTERN HVEPOM 
PhB wIfl l p Wk ^ 




SHEFFIELD SHIELD tflnal day at lour): Brts- 
bann: Vcaou 163 lA Betas) 5-16' jnd 377 rw 
Ayres 56. BHodfip 51: ABkSiel S-69J Ouomts- 
Bnd 305 (A Symonds 77) and 137-2 iM Hay 
Oen 73rx» puooiiiiaiabsMcsao^^-ieuas. 
AOotatdat Soom Auatma ITT and 325 li 
Bravstaaw 90. G PaVer 80l. Western AuSKM 
316 U uw0.f 116. D Matyn 96) and 288-5 (T 
hfoody 89no>. WMem AisraSa v South Au&- - 
Irate bv Ids mdets Hobat Nm SiaAh Waes 
403-9 oec 10 Md*aman 137nol jnd 325-3 OK 
i$ Lbt lQlno. h Roberts 54). losmana 327-9 
dec tS Vouch lOaw.MOWtenuio 50' and 266- 
9 ID Borai 77. J Cot 671. Tasnvna drew wtn 
Ufow Sam WSfles. Sunfeet l ciKere3ni 19N 
ijHaiyn! 3>: 2 New South tfcte 7^ i3). 3 West- 
ern Ausrrate is 121 : 4 Tesnvnn S 1 T 1 ; S Vcs>- 
w 6 l. t f3i: 6 South Austratu 0 12). 


WESTERN CONFBiENOE 

MBJWESr DMSHW 

15 


(UDONAL FMTBUL CORRENCE 
CENTRAL OMSMM 
Grtiflw Boy — -—10 


Houston 
Utah. 


iBw. 


WESTERN DIVISION 
Son FtaodKS 
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346 191 
243 345 
302 248 
263 289 
153 243 


UinnesotB. 
Denw— > 


-12 


PACIFIC DMSION 


.938 

J£>f 2 
.467 7J5 
J2& 105 
4*0 ID 
.133 12.5 
.118 133 


St Loate .. 


Nnr Orleans 


— -J 10 


11 o 


291 188 

292 164 
24G 334 
224 359 
184 291 


Seattle. 


Athletics 

Kenya's Daniel Komen wiU ran In the 
8 URA cross-country mtonatkmat at 
Durham on 28Decer*efi Komen. 20, 
has chopped ready <t» seconds off foe 
world 3,000m record. 


lALata»_ 

Porthwd 

tACOppm— 
CoUm State- 
Sacramento _ 
Ptwentx. 


-14 


.12 


JO 


BUDWDSER ICAQUE 

FW L 


4 

6 

7 

10 

11 

12 

14 


,778 

.687 2 

.588 3S 
.375 7 

313 3 

.294 8.5 
.087 11.5 


Cycling 

Miguel induram resumed training yes- 
terday. leading to speculation that the 
fiue-omes "four tte Franre winner has de- 
taded agamsl retiring, Indurain returned 
frwn hOhdai’ recently after pulling out o! 
cte Tow crfSpan at thewd of Sepanhec 

FootbaH 

Darlinaon are confident they can dear 
an £86,000 tax dett after hong issued 
with a winding- up order by tiv miand 
Revenue- The Third Dwtsion dub are ex- 
pected to annoutoe a £118.000 trad- 
ire profS at next week's annual meeflng. 
andty»^™to®s« meresBtfatlx.y- 
n« the Quatera by meeting ihe dub's 
£500,000 asking price. 

KjijdeiTTinstef HamCfS, the GM Vaufttf 
(whence leaders, «JI face the hotd- 
ers Macdesfieid town in the first round 
oi the FA Umbra Trophy on 18 January 

n UMBHO TROPHY First -rawd Gres- 
iR-itomrsi Affrrcnflrn: Morteemt* v Cnertey, 
rr \71 kria, nmiiw rmi rrkim. 


or Teatfmc i- GtouctsJec Bramiev or M'aMf 
V NeySnogn S»«B. Dow » Daflenhom A Refl- 
Mff. iTh id be payed Saturn, IS JOmsr,' 
NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE Rxtara 
rtintareStU Doc: Poapenw Manchcw 
ce* » GfBiBtiy imirmaicnol coS upi.' Wort IB 
Drtc hW Bonwim » Nowntfi flrori 17 CW 
AVON MSUUNCC COUBlfMTKM 
Cuy: Crysol Patacr 3 Wmwt rd on 3. 

SUN Mrs LA1E RESULTS: RoBoo I itpir 
Rrtli J B 3810 pen 14. DHuAccnu r L lent r&< 
Fonorn 3 (Rm Coffii 22. BaBnna 3L 74 
Grnran Lr-ifue MB SUCSPrt 1 iVerbcr rffl' Pj- 
em Munch 1 (Mafor pen 7', Spanish Lraf-j* 
Seville 0 rvpuWD 10 Coruna 1 rttamre. 
Lnnanrs 3 tCnubpon 14. Moraln 35, (th Mft 
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The cup runneth over 

France win the greatest Davis 
Cup final in history, page 24 
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Rugby on television 

Alan Watkins questions the BBC’* 


treatment of viewers, page 24 


Stewart keeps Russell out in the cold ' Laudru p 


Cricket 

MARK BALDWIN 

reports from Harare 



Russell: ‘Bitter blow inside* 


'twelve months agn almost to 
the day. Jack Russell was a na- 
tional hero. Along with Ronnie 
Irani, be was yesterday dropped 
by England for today's opening 
four-day fixture of the tour 
against Mashonaland in Harare. 

Russell, understandably up- 
set, said: “It’s a bitter blow in- 
side. I would be telling lies if I 
said this doesn't hurt." 

On 4 December last year, 
Russell batted for more than 
four hours alongside Mike 


Atherton on a dramatic final af- 
ternoon to save the Johannes- 
burg lest - having earlier in the 
game taken a world wicket- 
keeping record of II catches. 

However, Alec Stewart has 
been confirmed as England's 
first-choice wicketkeeper again 


one-day internationals against 
Zimbabwe either side of Christ- 


- leaving Russell out in the cold. 
David Lloyd, the England 


David Lloyd, the England 
coach, said Russell's omission 
was inevitable once the man- 
agement bad decided that five 
front-line bowlers were needed 
to provide a “cutting edge” to 
England's attack. 

Three Tests against New 
Zealand follow in the new year 
after the two Tests and three 


Zimbabwe either side of Christ- 
mas. Russell, however, said he 
was confident he could cope 
with being left on tbe sidelines, 
even if it became the long- 
term policy. 

“Yes I could handle it be- 
cause I have been in this posi- 
tion before,” he said. *Tt will be 
painful not to play and it is a 
strange old game when you 
think back to a year ago. 

“But there are no guarantees 
in life, I am not the only one not 
playing tomorrow, and I will be 
supporting the side as well as I 
can. It won’t be a surprise now 
if the worst happens for me and 


I am left out of the Tests, but 
there is not very much cricket 
to be played before then and tbe 
guys playing in these four-day 
games are the ones most likely 
to be picked in the first Test. . . 

T have to try to remain op- 
timistic. Any thin g can happen 
and I wil] certainly be making 
sure I am ready for every game. 

“It’s the balance of the side 
thing again. .The all-rounder po- 
sition is the key and fair play to 
Alec because he’s a good all- 
round cricketer. The manage- 
ment have had to decide what 
they think their best side is and 
wbat their best policy is -that’s 
fair enough.” 


Lloyd agreed that England's 
selection was a guide to the 
■ thinking for the first Tfest against 
Zimbabwe, which starts on 18 
December. “We only have two 
four-day games before die in- 
ternational matches and we 
have to get oar balance right. 
W* need the cutting edge of five 
bowlers and Jack has been the 
casualty of thaL 
“Nick Knight will now open 
with the captain and Nasser 
Hussain, Graham Thorpe and 
John Grawiey all dropdomi one 
place, which they are happy to 
do. W; wanted to keep the bai- 
ting order as stable as possible.” 
East bowlers Andy Caddick 


and Darren Gough both play, 
despite suffering mom the after 
effects of illness and a badfr blis- 
tered lefrfoot respective^. 

Zimbabwe’s Tfest captain, Al- 
istair CampbelL wifl lead a 
Mashonaland side which in- 
cludes the leg spinner Paul 
Strang and leading batsman 
Dave Houghton. Also playing 
is fos t bowler Eddo Brandes. 
whose three early wickets with 
the new ball helped embarrass 
England in their game against 
a President’s XI on Sunday. 

N V WtfK. A J SWuanjMgjyHggi. 


GP Thorpe, JP Crawley. RDBOoft. DQwfi. 
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Cricket 


TONY COZIER 
reports bom Sydney 
Australia 331 & 312-4 dec 
West Indies 304 & 27-0 


West Indies cricket has had to 
endure a host of embarrassing 
experiences over the past cou- 
ple of years. The fourth day of 
the second Test yesterday was 
the latest addition to the long 
and demeaning list. 

It did not haw quite tbe same 
traumatic impact as the loss to 
Kenya or the semi-final collapse 
to Australia in the World Cup 
nine months ago. Nor was it as 
critical as the heavy defeats in 
Barbados and Kington that al- 
lowed Australia to capture the 
Frank Worrell Trophy that the 
Wst Indies are seelang to regain. 

But, in more than 30 years 
watching them in Test cricket, 1 
cannot recall as shoddy a per- 
formance. An edged catch from 
Mark Waugh eluded the un- 


certain gloves of the wicket- 
keeper Courtney Browne, who 


keeper Courtney Browne, who 
had dropped him the previous 
afternoon. Another escaped 
the clutches of Carl Hooper, 
usually the safest of catchers. 
Ground balls repeatedly went 
through the legs of careworn 
fielders, often to the boundary, 
and the throwing was weak and 
inaccurate. Alert Australian 
batsmen gathered sharp singles 
almost at wQL Yet, ironrajfy, the 
West Indies still had a glimmer 
of hope of winning tbe match 


and levelling the series as they 
entered the last day. 

Mark Taylor’s bold decision 
set them a target of 340 in a 
minim um of 104 overs and 
their openers got through the 12 
oveis at the end of the day, eras- 
ing 27 of the required runs. 

No team has ever totalled 
more than Australia's 276 for 4 
against England 99 years ago to 
win a Test at the Sydney Crick- 
et Ground and a sluggish, turn- 
ing pitch that has rendered 
stroke-making difficult did not 
encourage the prospects of such 
a record being erased. 

It was a positive, and coura- 
geous, decision against opposi- 
tion, including as dangerous a 
batsman as Brian Lara, whose 
previous Test match on the 
ground brought him his glori- 
ous 277 four years ago. 

Three limes in the past - 
Bridgetown in 1994 and Lord's 
in 1995 against England, and 
Brisbane last week against Aus- 
tralia - Lara has been unbeat- 
en entering the final day with 
similar totals as goals. All three 
times he was out within the first 
hour and the West Indies lost. 

His form on this score has 
been patchy but there was no 
more appropriate time for him 
to return to his devastating 
best. His perennially touted 
confrontation with the leg spin- 
ner, Shane Wrote, Australia’s 
most potent weapon, was once 
more eagerly anticipated. 

Almost everyone was culpa- 
ble in the West Indian shambles, 
the nature of which was accu- 



The Australians, Matthew Elliott (left) and Mark Waugh, scramble for safety after colliding hi mkl-pltcfi yesterday Photograph: Rick Rycroft/AP 


rately captured by the hash 
made of a run-out chance when 
both Austraiian batsmen, 
Matthew Elliott and Waugh, 
were scrambling on their hands 
and knees after a spectacular 
mid-pitch collision as they 
sprinted for a second run. 

As both groggily scrambled to 
their feet, Courtney Walsh, the 


captain, a modest fielder at 
the best of times, but by com- 
parison with his team-mates, 
Learie Constantine reincar- 
nated on the day, picked tbe ball 
up and flicked the return to 
Hooper, the bowler. 

No more than three yards 
from the stumps and with 
Waugh at his mercy in front of 


him. Hooper chose to burl the 
ball to Browne at the opposite 
end. It gave the desperate El- 
liott, 78 and in sight of 100 in 
his second Test, the split-second 
he needed to dive and slide his 
bat over the crease before the 
keeper could break the stumps, 
a decision so dose it needed the 
confirmation of the TV replay. 


As it was, EIliotL the tail left- 
handed opener, tore ligaments in 
his right knee and had to go off. 

ftwrtfr Oaf Austria wan toss 
AUSTRALIA- Hrrt Mnp 331 <G S Bewail: 
CAWafcii 5 - 90 . 

WEST MMES - Rnt briw 304 (SI 
Camptei 77 ; G D Mc&ati 4 - 83 ). 

AUSTRALIA - Socond tarings 


{OvarUgC 77 hr 2) 

M T G amt rat hurt 78 

M E Wautfi c Browne b Ambrose 67 

M G Bean c Browne b Benjamin — 5? 


GSBkMtnotout 47 

II A Hen* not out _-22 

Extras (MfclO *3 nb9) .26 

Total (Jbr 4 dec, 106 wan) 312 

fefl fault*: 3-209 4-274. 

Pas imp Ambrose 20-2-68-1; Wafch 19-6-38- 
0: Btehcp 205-54-2: Bef*wwi 16-4-46-1; 
Adam 4-0- 21^ Hooper 27-7-750. 

WEST V4 DIES -Second tunings 

SL Campbell not out 13 

R G Samuels not out 12 

Extra* (fbl nbl) — —..2 

Total (fbrd) ,37 

Bowing (to date): McGrath 4-1-70 flnb); 
Waufih 4-015-0- 

UnqikBK D Shepherd (Eng) and D H» (Aus). 
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Boro bid for Barcelona’s Nadal 


No. 3140. Itaesday 3 December 


By Adrrd 


Monday's Sotattoo 
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Football 


NICK DUXBURY 
AND GUY HODGSON 


ACROSS 

I Work to get a driver’s sup- 
port: it’s ;i hit hairy <fi) 

4 Short opera with time and 
yen for devotion (8) 

in Very pleased to be showing 
fairness in legal document 
(9) 

I I Good weaving instrument 
for the dark (5) 

12 Program error to stock mar- 
ket type is an object of an- 
noyance 1 7) 

13 Traitor's method is a bit 
ropey un board (7) 

14 Out of bed, group of stu- 
dents cause disturbance (5) 

15 Is unable, among ruminants. 
10 find a glass container (8) 

IS Free French tot up words to 
music (8) 

20 Clump of trees where dead 
body’s found? Not riebi (5) 

23 Glee out of place with one's 
account of sad verse (7) 


25 Japan Air Lines logs our 
name in a book (7) 

26 Latin priest’s beast of bur- 
den 15) 

27 In US money I have found 
motivation (9) 

28 More spotted but win be 
comparatively piffling (8) 

29 Fellow with little baggage in 
plane journey (6) 



The revelation that Middles- 
brough have madea bid for the 
Barcelona defender, Miguel 
Angel Nadal, and that Emerson 
was again back in Brazil yes- 
terday fuelled rumours of a 
part-exchange deal in the off- 
ing. 

“We put in a bid for Nadal a 
couple of weeks ago but Bar- 
celona have told us that they 
want to sign another centre-half 
before they will let him come to 
us.” Bryan Robson, the Mid- 
dlesbrough manager, said of the 
Spanish international Man- 
chester United have also made 
strenuous efforts to sign. 
“There is a deadline in Spain for 


signing players of 7 December, 
so unless Barcelona get some- 
one in very quickly it could be 
difficult for os. We have put in 
a bid. Barcelona haven’t ac- 
cepted it, but we are continu- 
ing to monitor the situation.” 

Tbe Spaniards want £3m for 
Nadal and they could offer a 
cash-plus-player deal for Emer- 
son, even though Robson has re- 
peatedly declared that the 
unsettled Brazilian midfielder 
is not for sale. 

The only certainty for Boro 
suuporters is that Emerson, 
who has gone missing twice in 
the last three weeks, will not be 
around to play in the Premier- 
ship match at Leicester City 
tonight- He has completed a 
three-match suspension, but 
was given permission to fly 
home on Friday with the aim of 


returning to Tfeesside with his 
wife, Andrea, to try to solve the 


problems the couple have been 
experiencing in settling bere. 

Boro will also be without Em- 
erson’s fellow- Brazilian, Jun- 
inho, who is expected to take 
three weeks to recover from the 
ankle injury suffered in Satur- 
day's defeat at Aston Villa. 

Tbttenham’s patience in the 
pursuit of the Norwegian strik- 
er Steffen Iversen has paid off 
with the completion of his 
£2. 6m transfer from Rosen- 


borg Trondheim. The 20-year- 
old Iversen, who has signed a - 
five-year contract, will arrive m 
London on Thursday to un- 
dergo a medicaL 
Francis Lee is to. surrender 
his position as the major share- 
holder of Manchester City in a 
refinancing deal that will inject 


£5m into the struggling First Di- 
vision dub. It is understood that 
Lee. who will remain as chair- 
man, will reduce his holding 
from just under 30 per cent to 
15.5 per cent. Control will pass 
to the 53-year-old Manchester 
businessman, Stephen Boler, 
who is to buy five million unis- 
sued shares to take his stake 
from' 13 percent to 53 per cent. 
- Boler, a friend of the late for- 
mer chairman, Peter S wades, 
has collected around £60m from 
file flotation of his company, 
Limelight, and now wants to 
take a more active role in the 
dub without joining the board. 
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Worried Keegan looks for cure 


SIMON TURNBULL 


DOWN 

Georgia's fish on sole for 
wanderer (8) 

Maintains legal changes to 
art in Paris? (7) 

Encourage gun helper to 
have a scrambled 3-6) 
Oblique, but that’s him 
sometimes (8.6) 

Women left gravity for oars- 
men (5) 

Worship what groom says? 
Terrible lies! ( 7) 


8 Talk stupidly of enlisting me 
in new army (6) 

9 Vetoes etc. tned out: one 
has to maintain security 
(5,9) 


16 New group of eight holding 
vessel at night (9) 

17 He wDL with c riminal, be 


17 He wDi, with c rimin al, be 
recklessly determined (4-4) 
19 Show love for non-liberal 
prohibition on a Japanese 
art (7) 


Kevin Keegan looked as drawn 
yesterday, if not quite so grey, 
as he does in that television 
commercial set sometime in 
the future in the St James’ 
Paris dressing-room. 

“Newcastle Breweries an- 
nounce a man of the match at 
the end of every game," Keegan 
said. “They said The whole 
team’ after the Man United 


21 Piano coda is imminent (7) 

22 Plot to hit mad bouse (6) 
24 Showing the total of poor 

Ian’s lines (2J) 


match. They should have just 
said ■nobody' on Saturday. 

The pre-match press con- 
ference for Newcastle United's 


Uefa Cup third round return leg 
against Metz at St James' Park 


OPufetabed hy Newspaper Pubthhisg PUT. I Canada Square. Canary Wharf, London E 14 SDL. and primed as Mimn Odour Print. Si 
Albans Rnai. Waitnnl and HoGm»ood Avenue, Oldham Bxk issues available from Historic Newspapers, 0 I 9 S 8 S-UR 7 D, 
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a g a ins t Metz at St James' Park 
tonigjit was as much a lingering 
post-mortem. Forty-eight hours 
after his side's powder-puff fail- 
ure against Areene Wenger's uo- 
derm amjed Gunners, the 


Newcastle manager was clear- 
ly still afflicted by shell-shock. 

“There was a lack of pride," 
Keegan said. “We just didn't 
look as though we wanted to win 
that game. We spent 90 minutes 
doing nothing 

“I was pretty low, not because 
we lost and not because it was 
against 10 men. Those things 
happen. But the one thing I didn't 
see in my team was the one thing 
I put plenty of into the team: flair. 

“That reaDy worried me. If I'm 
going to play with that type of 
player then they have to produce 
it. The boys know what they've 
gpt to do. We have to erase the 
memory of Saturday." 

There might be more than 
that at stake as the crestfallen 
Magpies seek to exploit the 
1-1 draw they gained in France 
a fortnight ago and secure a Eu- 
ropean quarter-final place. If 


Keegan’s boys fail again tonight 
they will have lost half of their 
season’s trophy targets, pot to 
mention the League leader- 
ship, in the Iasi seven days. 

Their run of five games with- 
out a win is Newcastle's longest 
since the barren spell midway 
through the 1994-95 season 
that prompted Keegan to sell 
Andy Cole and overhaul his 
squad. Seven defeats in all com- 
petitions (eight, if you count the 
Charity Shield) provides further 
statistical fodder for concern. 

Going into December last 
year Newcastle had lost just 
once. “We haven’t played as well 
this season,” Keegan said. “I can 
only think of two outstanding 
performances, against Man- 
chester Uaited and Ferenc- 

varos. Tbe rest have been pretty 

run of the m ilL It is worrying.’’ 

TbnigbL Keegan finds famself 


in the ironic position of need- 
ing the two players who perhaps 
did most on Saturday to warrant 
demotion. Faustino Asprilb 
shewed in Metz and against R*r- 
enevaros in the last round the 
value of the European experi- 
ence he gained with appear- 
ances in the Super Cup and in 
the Cup-Winners' Cup final for 
Parma. David Ginola has played 
in the semi-finals of all three 
Continental dub competitions. 

Ginola needs to prove his 
worth to his own manager on a 
night when English football's 
proud record of Franco-domi- 
nation wifl also be at stake. In 36 
years of conflict, only twice have 
English dubs been knocked out 
by French teams. The most re- 
cent was in 1977. And no one on 
Tyneside needs reminding that 
the blow was delivered, by Bas- 
tia. at St James’ Park, 




Rangers’ 


Brian LaudrUp has been added 
to 'Whiter Smith'S growing injury 
list as Rangers prepare for a 
Champkms v League final fling 
in Auxcrre tomorrow. 

Landruqp suffered an ankle in- 
jury during Sunday's 3-0 victo- 
ry over Aberdeen at Pittodrie 
which took Rangers five points 
dear at tbe top. 

The Danish international will 
join fellow foreigners Jurg AI- 
beitz and Joachim Btforkhmd on 
the sidelines' for the trip to 
France. 

Paul Gascoigne; the Eng- 
land midfield player, s sus- 


mstalment of his four-match 
Uefa bait for being sent off 
against Ajax in October. 

Archie Knox, the Rangers 
assistant manager, said: “It s ofc 
viously a major blow to us for 
Wednesday given the rich vein 
of form which Brian has been 


Laudrup scored the second 
goal at Pittodrie with his ninth 
of the season and Rangers will 
be desperate to have him fit to 
take on Hibernian at Ibrox on 
Saturday and Dundee United ai 
Thnnadice next Tuesday. ' 

• As well as Laudrup, Albcrtz; 
Bjorklund and Gascoigne, 
Rangers have other players 
ruled out including Stuart Mc- 
Call, Gordon Dune and Aka 
Cleland. 

Youngsters such as Greg 
Shields and Scott Wilson wifi 
both be included and skipper 
Richard Gough should be 
pissed fit despite taking a knock 
on Sunday. 

The travelling par^y wilt also, 
include Trevor Steven and Akm 
McLaren. McLaren has hoi 
played a first-team game this •••■■ 
season after knee surgery but is t 
almost ready to tdftim. Charlie 
Miller, Ian Raguson and Derek 
Mclnnes are aft in contention 
for midfield placrs. 

The head of security at .. 
Rangers has wanted that a sc- ~ 
rious accident is. waiting to hap- 
pen unless missile-throwing - 
thugs are stopped. 

Alistair Hood, who has more 
than 10 yrears experience of . 
dealmgwfih crowd behaviour at 
Ibrox, was speaking in the wake: 


Iini 


lar m; 
break) 


of the latest violent act by sup- 
porters at Pittodrie when Ab- 


parteis at Pittodrie when Ab- 
erdeen supporters threw bottles ■ 
at the Rangers dub coach. No- . 
body was on board and no se- 
rious damage done to the bus. 
Aberdeen now studying video 
film to try to trace die culprits. : ■_ 
The incident comes after an out- 
break of coin-throwing ' at 
Stark's Park, Tynecastle andvu. 
Celtic Park in recent matches. 

“I am concerned that a seri- 
ous injury will be sustained ei- 
ther inside or outside a football 
ground if missiles continue to be, 
thrown," Hood said. 

u It is senseless andxteedless 
but it is only a matter of time 
before someone is badNJhurt if 
it carries on. People taut aboul 
dosed circuit Tv as a pan*«a 
for this but unless you have a 
camera trained pit the culprit 
then there is vriy litde you caii 
do to trace the person. 

“Qubs Ate doing what they -. 
can but ifybur bade is turned . ] 
and somebody throws some- 


BS 


can do-” 

Hood insists he does riot de- 
tecta rise in crime in.the recent 
past compared to 10 or 15years 
ago but added: =“Ws hate to 
keep being vigilant and we can’ t 
take the foot off the pedaL 
Like the police, footbas dubs 
rely on outer supporters being 
willing to -point oul thosewh o 
have dotre.KJtnetbingwrong^ 

Hood hay seen a rtHmd ; 400 
supporters at Ibrox for various 
offences and ibss^frahning 
fans from fhjGir.htid^te^^ 11 
is a deterrent - ^ 
Aberdeen hftte>^fee?wffl 
consider that a ptesftK pun- 
ishment if they c&ftjjgacethe 
fans involved in tfiefaddeut-’ 
David Johnston, gpne*“ 

manager at Kttock* said w»- 
terdny: “We are 
with the police ore and 

there has been no mowanrat on 

it so for. - - r ” ■*; 

“We are trying t0^omo te 

football yet a 

people do this. It^hOBrooTbe 
forgotten that we fr^around 
20,000 fans inside, ttoyppuoa 
and not one fftddehwL note- 
“Everybody-was 
red area -and' -from 
and stewardmgptrarft^W' the 
match went off welt ^ , . 

Paolo di Ouria. dfetcjtic 
player, will ntiss a two$n*tcn- 
es after Saturday's red'^a™ 
against Hearts. Di 

automatically suspend»Tar 

tonight’s night’s reftfWgS™ 
PtemicrttvScm gi&tsh 
Dunfermline at EMf E ranfer k. 
The Italian wlB atsobeJagjCd 
when Celtic, ftce jfflf j} 
Stark’s Park bn Satnwjfe M 
December; • :..r'4~£- 
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